t 


Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


\ 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  AUGUST  1,  1897. 


No.  15. 


The  Koyal  AgriculturaJ  Show,  Man- 
chester, Kiig;lun(l. 

Kclitorial  Correspondence. 

In  loinmentiug  upon  the  opening  of  the 
ifty-eishlh  annual  exliil>;tion  of  the  Koyal 
Agriiultuml  Soeiety,  at  Manche.-ter.  June  2id 
— 29th,  the  Iwuanliiin  for  June  Sod,  >aiil : 

'•  The  Koyal  show  is  the  great  outward  and 
vi.iilile  sign  of  the  existence  of  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society.  The  society  is  an 
autocratic  organization,  governetl  l>y  seventy- 
two  gentlemen,  twelve  of  whom  are  trustei-s 
and  twelve  vice-presidents,  who  form  the 
council:  hut  of  this  large  number  no  more 
than  eleven  can  by  any  streti  li  of  the  imagina- 
tion Lk"  called  fanners.  But  there  are  on 
the  council  peers  and  squires,  merchants  and 
trmers,  who  possess  every  uiau's  contidence, 
tid  perhaps  this  fact  alone  is  sutlicient  to 

•  liable  the  society  to  maintain  its  great  prestige 
ud  po'^ition.'' 

As  the  Duke  of  York  (the  second  heir  to 
the  throne)  was  the  retiring  president  of  the 
-  iciety.and  as  the  Queen  and  Prince  of  Wales 
;i-'iire as  exhibitors,  the  show  is  given  under 
royal  patronage,  and  may  fairly  be  designated 
■•  Koyal,"  even  if  its  vastuess  and  comprehen- 
siveness do  not  fully  entitle  it  to  the  name. 
That  it  was  great,  truly  and  wonderfully 

•  •  irreat,"  an  hour's  walk  through  the  grounds, 
even  a  glance  through  the  (nearly)  4<X>-page 
catalogue,  would  certify,  hence  we  may  admit 
that  the  Guardian  vras  right  in  so  descril>- 
iiig  it. 

Figures  do  not  always  convey  impressions, 
I'Ut  the  figures  of  the  entries  in  some  of  the 
classes  were: 

Horses  !>81 

Cattle  !>21 

>he.p  649 

t.oat>   a2 

Pigs  isr> 

Poultry  SC; 

and  of  the  various  kinds  of  implements  there 
were  7,340  entries.  The  sheds  and  tents  in 
which  to  houjO  such  an  array  of  exhibits  could 
tittingly  Ije  compared  to  a  town,  hence  it  was 
uo  surprise  to  find  the  grounds  laid  out  in 
streets,  and  the  sections  duly  numbered 

One  of  the  first  things  that  attracted  my 
notice  was  the  orderliness,  tidiness  and  quiet- 
ness of  the  grounds,  even  with  twenty-five 
thousand  people  there.  This  was  largely  due 
to  the  absence  of  "fakirs,"  who  are  rigidly 
excluded  from  fairs  herein  England,  and  that 
exclusion  of  fakirs,  side  shows,  etc.,  substan- 
tially aids  in  promoting  intelligent  interest  in 
the  show  itself.  If  our  Ameincan  show  man- 
agers could  come  to  realize  that  such  an  array 
of  side  shows,  for  example,  as  were  grouped 
just  inside  the  entrance  to  the  grounds  at  the 
New  England  fair  at  Portland  last  summer,  a 
feeble  imitation  of  the  orgies  of  the  "Midway" 
at  Chicago,  are  not  only  a  blot  upon  the  name 
of  agricultural  fair  and  a  stench  in  the  nostrils 
of  self  respecting  men  and  women,  but  are 
destructive  of  the  very  objects  for  which 
agricultural  fairs  are  held,  and  are  antago- 
nistic to  the  best  good  of  the  community  at 
large,  we  would  gain  much.  There  not  being 
any  such  distracting  side  shows  and  noisy 
fakirs,  the  attention  of  all  the  visitors  was 
given  to  the  attractions  of  the  show. 

Another  very  pleasing  feature  at  the  Eoyal 
was  the  entire  absence  of  annoyintc  litter 
about  the  grounds.  There  were  no  advertis- 
ing broadsides  given  out  right  and  left,  only 
to  be  thrown  down  after  turning  the  next 
corner:  there  were  no  agricultural  or  other 
papers  distributing  sample  copies  by  the  hun- 
dred, to  be  cast  to  the  four  winds  within  the 
half  hour  and  go  drifting  abou^,  frightening 
mettlesome  horses  and  unnoyiug  everyone 


endowed  with  the  instinct  of  tidiness.  The 
leading  papers  had  stands  there,  somewhat 
after  the  style  of  F.-P.  at  the  Boston  show, 
and  anyone  going  to  the  stand  (say)  of  the 
Lire  tHock  Journal,  could  have  a  copy  of 
that  paper  b;/  pai/iyiff  for  it  —  and  having 
paid  for  it,  the  buyer  wasn't  likely  to  cast  it 
aside  within  a  few  minutes. 

Another  feature  of  the  .\merican  fair  which 
is  conspicuously  absent  here  is  the  race  track, 
and  the  distniction  of  horse  racing  is  unknown. 
There  were  judging  rings,  to  be  sure,  where 
the  animals  were  put  through  Iheir  paces  to 
show  ott' their  action  and  style;  but  of  racing 
for  stakes  there  was  none  whatever,  and  the 
great  success  of  the  Royal  in  attracting  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  paying  visitors  shows 
clearly  that  the  excrescent  (and  in  many  ways 
objectionable)  horse  race  is  not  so  necessary 
as  they  are  wont  to  argue.  In  fact,  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society's  show  was  in  the  inter- 
est of  agriculture  pure  and  simple,  and  as  it  is 
presumably  the  greatest  show  of  the  world  of 
its  kind,  it  is  a  good  model  for  show  com- 
mittees to  copy. 

The  poultry  department  of  the  Koyal  is  not 
so  great  in  numbers  as  some  might  perhaps 
expect  it  to  be;  but  allowance  should  be  m:ide 
for  the  fact  of  its  being  almost  wholly  utili- 
tarian, that  is,  the  "fancy''  element  is  largelv 
absent,  and  the  birds  are  considered  solely 
upon  their  economic  merits.  Eliminating 
pigeons,  bantams  and  other  fancy  features 
from  the  average  poultry  show,  and  how 
many  would  count  up  nine  hundred  birds? 
TTie  Lire  Utock  Journal  says: 

The  poultry  se(;tion  of  the  show  this  year 
is  a  very  good  one,  and  in  the  majority  of  the 
classes  at  any  rate  better  support  is  given  than 
at  some  previous  shows.  This  is  especially 
true  in  what  may  be  termed  the  economic 
varieties,  and  taking  the  show  as  a  whole  it  is 
one  of  the  best  yet  held  in  connection  with  the 
Royal  Agricultural  Society," —  and  the  com- 
ments of  the  same  paper  upon  the  different 
breeds  were  as  follows : 

"As  usual  the  Dorking  classes  led  the  way, 
and  made  an  exceedingly  good  section,  num- 
bering 103  birds,  one  of  the  best  we  remember 
to  have  seen  in  connection  with  the  Koval 
shows.  This  was  true  both  in  old  birds,  which 
were  wonderfully  well  preserved  for  the  time 
of  year,  and  in  the  young  birds,  the  latter 
being  as  a  rule,  well  grown. 

"  .Silver  Gray  Dorkings  were  a  good  lot,  and 
although  of  course  they  have  not  the  size  of 
their  darker  brethren,"  yet  for  guality,  for 
color  of  legs,  and  fineness  of  bone  this  variety 
is  undoubtedly  the  best.  Size,  of  course,  in 
table  poultry  goes  for  a  great  deal ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  those  who  maintain  that  the  Silver 
Gray  Dorking  is  to  be  preferred  for  crossing 
purposes  have  reason  on  their  side. 

"  Old  English  Games  were  a  very  large 
class,  74  in  all,  and  the  best  show  of  this  lireed 
we  remember  to  have  seen  at  the  Roval.  The 
striking  point  is  how  much  more  prominent 
the  Spangled  Game  seems  to  be  now  than 
formerly,  the  proportion  as  compared  with 
the  Black  Red  being  greater  than  we  have 
seen  here  before. 

"  Indian  Game  made  hardly  so  good  a  show 
as  we  have  seen  at  the  Koyal  before,  though 
some  were  all  that  could  be  desired. 

"  For  some  reason  the  French  classes  at  this 
show  never  make  a  good  display ;  but  this 
year  the  number  in  the  old  bird  classes  is  an 
improvement.  The  majority  of  the  birds  are 
Houdans,  as  might  be  expected. 

"Brahmas  and  Cochins  made  fairly  good 
classes;  in  fact,  from  the  ornamental  point  of 
view,  very  good  classes  for  the  time  of  vear. 
AVe  can  to  some  extent  understand  the  re"tain- 
ing  of  these  sections,  although  so  far  as  the 
Cochin  is  concerned  it  is  of  small  economic 
value:  but  precedent  is  a  very  great  factor, 
even  in  poultry  matters. 

"  The  Lan^shau  classes  are  not  as  numerous 
as  they  have  been  seen  prcviouslv  atthis  show. 
We  rekiet  to  see  that  the  Ions,  "leggv,  though 


rich  colored  type  is  becoming  now  almost 
\miversal.  This  is  a  great  mistake.  JIuch 
better  were  the  older  birds,  shorter  in  leg  and 
more  compact  in  body.  Here  we  see  a  direc- 
tion in  which  fanciers  are  undoubtedly  mak- 
ing a  great  mistake,  and  in  process  of  time,  if 
continued,  the  Langshan  will  be  a  ruined 
breed.  Of  course,  if  we  look  at  the  fowls 
from  this  standard  they  are  good;  but  to  any 
one  who  has  >tudicd  tlic  lireed  it  is  regretable. 

"The  Wyamlottc  chisscs  were  hardly  solarge 
as  they  have  been  before  at  the  Royal  show,  as 
it  will  be  remembered  that  on  "one  or  two 
previous  occasions  they  were  amongst  the 
most  prominent  in  the  show. 

"  Plymouth  Rocks  made  a  very  nice  show 
as  a  whole,  though  there  were  not  the  num- 
bers that  we  have  been  accustomed  to  see. 
The  other  colors  than  Barred  add  an  interest 
to  this  class,  though  they  were  only  to  be  seen 
in  the  youn^  birds,  all  the  older  specimens 
being  Barred. 

"  Minorcas.  This  see  tion  is  one  of  very 
good  all  round  quality,  and  we  are  glad  to  see 
that  both  old  and  young  birds  arc  shown  in 
excellentcondition.  Moreover,  the  fault  whiih 
we  have  often  pointed  out  in  the  L.  <S'.  ./., 
namely  white  on  face,  is  less  apparent  than 
»ve  remember  to  have  seen  before,  only  one 
specimen  showing  weakness  in  that  direction. 

"  Leghorns  were  a  better  display  than  we 
have  seen  at  the  Koyal  for  some  time,  and  we 
are  glad  that  this  is  so,  for  breeders  have  not 
as  a  rule  supported  the  show  as  they  should 
have  done. 

"  Orpingtons  made  a  fairly  good  display  of 
fifty-three  entries,  and  it  would  not  appear 
from  this  that  the  Bufts  are  advancing  in 
popular  favor,  as  the  representations  were  not 
numerous  here  nor  of  good  quality. 

"  Andulusians  made  a  moderate  show,  but 
do  not  call  for  special  mention. 

*'  Hamburgs  were  decidedly  poor,  only 
seven  entries  in  the  two  classes. 

"  The  Any  Other  Variety  section  was  hardly 
BO  interestingas  usuahin  fact,  it  was  a  failure 
in  young  birds,  the  adults  being  pretty  well 
represented. 

"  We  hardly  thought  the  ducks  as  good  as 
usual.  Aylesburys,  for  some  reason,  never 
seem  to  come  oiit  at  all  satisfactorily,  and 
there  were  only  twenty-one  entries  in  the  four 
classes,  though  we  are  bound  to  say  that  the 
quality  was  excellent.  Rouens  were  hardly 
up  to  the  average  of  previous  shows,  in  num- 
bers at  any  rate,  and  here  we  f-ee  the  results 
of  one  exhibitor  carrying  ofl'  all  the  prizes, 
though  he  has  decidedly  the  best  birds,  and  it 
cannot  be  helped.  Pekins  were  decidedly 
inferior,  the  drakes  being  the  better.  It  would 
almost  appear  as  if  there  was  an  ebb  ti<le  with 
this  breed.  Cayugas  were  nice  in  drakes,  and 
moderate  in  ducks.  In  young  drakes  other 
than  Aylesburys,  Rouens  took  nearly  all  the 
prizes,  and  deservedly  so. 

"The  geese  were 'not  large  classes,  and, 
unfortunately,  were  very  rough  in  plumage. 
Of  course  there  were  no  young  birds  in  this 
section,  and  that  would  "explain  something. 
Toulou.se  geese  did  not  look  well  but  the 
quality  was  satisfactory,  and  although  the 
competition  was  somewhat  limited,  we  think 
the  judge  rightly  did  not  withhold  any  of  the 
prizes. " 

•'  The  turkeys  made  about  the  best  class  we 
remember  to  have  seen  in  connection  with  the 
Ro\  al  shows.  There  were  no  less  than  twenty- 
seveu  exhibits  in  the  two  clas.ses,  namely, 
.seventeen  cocks  and  ten  hens.  Of  course, 
practically  all  were  American  Bronze." 

The  above  comments  were,  in  each  class, 
followed  by  notes  upon  the  individual  winners, 
which  is  the  custom  among  the  papers  here; 
they  would  not  be  interesting  to  F.-P.  readers, 
hence  we  pass  them. 

The  entry  fee  at  the  Royal  is  five  shillings 
(11.25)  per  bird  for  non-members  of  the 
society,  one-half  that  for^members.  The  cash 
prizes  were:  1st,  30  shillings  (§7.50);  2d,  15 
shillings  (83.75) ;  3d,  10  shillings  (82.50) ;  and 
"Highly  Commended  Reserve;"  then  H.  C. 
and  C.  cards  to  as  many  birds  as  the  judges 
deemed  worthy  of  the  honor.  In  the  dillerent 
classes  there  were  47  Colored  Dorkings,  47 
Silver  Gray  Dorkings,  10  White  Dorkings,  75 
Old  English  Games,  40  Indian  Games,  24 
French,  57  Brahmas  and  Cochins  (classed 
together),  45  Langshans,  .50  Silver  Wyan- 
dottes,  30  Wyandotte-s,  Gold  Laced  and  White, 


61  Plymouth  Rocks  (almost  all  Barred),  37 
Minorcas  (Black  and  AVhite),  17  White  Leg- 
horns, 40  any  other  color  Leghorns,  53  Orping- 
tons, 17  Audalusians,  7  Hamburgs,  23  Any 
Other  Recognized  Breed,  84  ducks,  15  geese, 
and  27  turkeys. 

Generally  speaking,  the  English  birds  lack 
fineness  of  bone  and  compactness  of  body,  as 
compared  with  our  American  birds,  which  is 
another  way  of  saying  that  English  birds  are 
coarser,  more  rangy.  This,  from  the  economic 
standpoint,  is  unfortunate,  as  coarseness  of 
body  carries  with  it  coarseness  of  flesh,  and, 
in  the  larger  varieties  certainly,  sacrifices  egg 
producing  (jualities  as  well.  The  latter,  it 
should  be  remembered,  receives  very  little 
attention  here,  at  least  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  discover;  the  term,  "economic  qual- 
ities," meaning  table  poultry  qualities,  always. 
This  opinion  I  may  be  obliged  to  revise  later 
on;  but  I  have  not  yet  found  any  one  who 
believed  in  the  combination  of  table  and  egg 
producing  qualities.  Directly  one  speaks  of 
the  all-purpose  fowl,  he  will  hear :  "  Yes,  but 
to  get  the  better  egg  producing  qualities  you 
sacrilice  .sojHcf/tiJi// in  table  quality,"  indicat- 
ing plainly  that  such  a  thing  is  not  to  be 
thought  of. 

Ill  talking  of  the  superior  merits  of  White 
■  \\  yaiidottes  with  the  editor  of  a  poultry  paper 
whom  we  met  at  JIaiichesler,  he  conceded 
that  they  had  great  merit,  but  were  not  quite 
the  ecjual  of  the  Dorkings  for  the  table,  nor 
the  Leghorns  for  layers.  "True,"  I  replied, 
"  l)Ut  if  we  can  get  a  happy  combination  of 
the  two  qualities  in  one  breed — get  a  layer  but 
a  little  inferior  to  the  Leghorn,  and  a  table 
bird  but  a  little  (a  very  little)  inferior  to  the 
Dorking,  will  it  not  be  a  very  desirable  com- 
bination?"' He  thought  it  would,  but  was 
somewhat  doubtful  of  getting  the  combination 
without  sacrificing  too  much  of  the  table 
qualities.  I  told  him  we  had  flocks  of  White 
Wyandottes  and  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  in 
America  which  had  made  a  record  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-six  eggs  each  in  their  first 
year,  Mr.  Norton's,  namely,  and  that  I 
believed  we  could  by  careful  selection  and 
breeding  reach  two  hundred  eggs  apiece  in  a 
year.  "Wonderful. wonderful," heexclaimed. 
"  Why  that  will  quite  equal  the  Leghorns  as 
biyersl"  It  is  quite  certain,  however,  that 
very  little  if  any  attention  has  been  paid  here 
to  the  combining  of  the  two  qualities  in  one 
breed. 

The  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  is  a  leading 
variety  here,  but  its  popularity  is  largely  due 
to  the  fact  that  it  is  a  good  table  fowl,  and  I 
do  not  hear  of  its  being  esteemed  as  a  layei. 

In  the  table  poultry  class  at  this  show  the 
prizes  in  pure  cockerels  were  given,  first  to  a 
pair  of  "  good  colored  Dorkings  excellently 
fatted ;  second,  the  Manor  Farm,  for  a  surpris- 
ing pair  of  Plymouth  Rocks,  wonderfully 
white."  I  was  present  while  that  class  was 
being  judged,  and  had  told  Mr.  B.  (whom  I 
was  assisting  in  the  weighing)  that  "  if  those 
Plymouth  Rocks  didn't  get  first  they  were 
certainly  a  close  second,"'  and  the  judge,  Mr. 
Edwaril  Brown,  said  to  me,  "How  'cocky' 
you  icould  feel  if  I  decide  to  give  first  to  that 
pair  of  Plymouth  Rocks ! "  indicating  that  they 
were  very,  very  near  the  first  prize  mark. 
They  certainly  were  a  wonderfully  fine  pair  of 
birds,  although  apparently  a  little  overfalted. 

The  table  poultry  class  at  Manchester  com- 
prised one  hundred  birds,  fifty  couples,  the 
prizes  being  the  same  as  in  the  other  depart- 
ment. Class  1  was  pure  bred  cockerels,  nine 
pair;  class  2,  pure  bred  pullets,  five  pair;  class 
3,  covkerels  of  Indian  Game-Dorking,  or  Dork- 
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iiig-TiMli:in  crnss  seven  pair;  class  4, 

pullct.s  <lii.  >('\cii  pair;  class  5,  cockerels  of  a 
llrst  ci  oss  other  than  above,  tbree  pair;  class 
G,  pullets  do.  tvi'o  pair;  class  7,  ducklings  of 
1S!)T,  pure  bred,  ten  pair;  class  8,  ducklings  of 
18!)7,  of  a  fii'st  cross  from  any  pure  breeds, 
seven  pair.  These  birds  were  all  sent  to  the 
show  alive,  and  exhit)ited  in  the  poultrj'  tent 
iu  same  coo]is,  (S|>nitt's),  as  the  regular 
exhibits,  excepting  that  the  table  poultry  birds 
were  entered  in  pairs  and  exhibited  in  pairs, 
both  when  alive  and  dead — the  prizes  being 
offered  for  pairs. 

A  111. lit  fdui-  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of 
\\Cihiesda.v,  (the  first  day),  the  birds  were 
taken  to  tlie  demonstration  tent,  (adjoining 
the  show  tent) ,  killed  and  dressed.  The  kill- 
ing was  by  a  sharp  lilow  of  the  head  around 
the  corner  of  a  post,  the  intention  being  that 
the  head  shall  go  past  the  corner,  the  jerk  dis- 
locating the  neck.  This  causes  the  blood  to 
collrct  ill  the  head  and  neck,  and  avoids  the 
rather  ghastly  appearance  of  the  cut  throat 
which  we  saw  in  Brussels.  Instantly  the  bird 
is  stunned  l)y  the  dislocation  of  the  neck  and 
the  licad  coming  iu  violent  contact  with  the 
\n»i ,  king  commences,  and  the  liird  is 
plucked  in  a  couple  of  minutes.  If  there  were 
a  good  many  pin  feathers  they  were  left  till 
later,  thei-e  being  a  good  many  birds  to  pick 
during  the  n-iiiainiiig  hours  of  daylight,  as  the 
nidging  had  tn  be  done  the  next  morning. 
Kacb  l)inl  was  weighed  before  being  killed, 
and  weighed  again  the  next  morning  as  soon 
as  judged,  the  loss  in  dressing  being  noted.  I 
volunteered  to  be  clerk  to  the  judge's  assistant, 
and  recorded  the  weights  of  the  dead  birds  as 
he  called  them  oft",  and  was  surprised  at  the 
variation  in  loss,  which  ranged  from  six 
ounces  to  over  a  pound  each;  but  cannot  here 
go  into  the  details  of  that  question.  It  was 
surprising,  too,  whata"  shrinkage"  in  attract- 
iveness there  was  between  the  birds  alive  and 
dead  —  more  than  one  pair  which  had  looked 
very  attractive  when  alive  shrunk'  to  very 
ordinary  looking  poultry  when  dressed. 

As  we  said  abo\  e,  the  first  prize  for  pair  of 
pure  bred  co(dcerels  went  to  Dorkings,  and  the 
second  to  Plymouth  Rocks.  Third  was  to 
Indian  Games,  which  were  wonderfully  fine 
birds,  but  too  yellow  for  the  English  standard, 
which  prefers  white  fleshed  fowls.  First  for 
pullets  also  went  to  Dorkings;  second  Dork- 
ings; third  Langshans.  In  the  class  for 
Indian  Game-Dorking  cross  cockerels.  Manor 
Farm  took  first,  with  a  wonderfully  fine  pair 
of  birds— not  the  largest,  but  of  superb  qual- 
ity. That  is  manifestly  a  very  superior  cross 
for  fine  table  poultry,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note 
that  if  the  male  bird  of  that  cross  is  Indian 
Game  the  white  flesh  desired  iu  the  English 
market  is  preserved ;  and  if  the  Dorking  male 
bo  used  the  yellow  fleshed  birds  which  we 
prefer  iu  America  are  obtained ;  in  other 
words  the  color  of  skin  of  the  offspring  comes 
from  the  dam. 

It  was  unfortunate  that  the  table  poultry 
had  to  be  exhibited  in  glass  sidtd  refrigera- 
tors; but  it  seemed  the  less  of  two  evils.  Last 
year  the  birds  turned  bad  after  two  or  thi-ee 
days,  and  most  of  them  had  to  be  removed 
aud  destroyed.  It  was  a  good  deal  grumbled 
at  that  the  birds  were  put  away  behind  glass 
— but  that  was  better  than  to  have  them  all 
turn  greeu  before  the  show  was  half  over. 

We  have  left  ourselves  no  space  in  which  to 
.speak  of  incubators,  brooders,  etc.; — and, 
indeed,  they  were  far  oft"  from  the  poultry 
tent,  aud  were  quite  propei-Iy  included  in 
farm  appliances.  We  will  write  of  poultry 
appliances  at  another  time. 

The  judging  of  the  poultry  was  all  done  iu  a 
few  hours,  and  the  public  was  not  admitted 
to  the  tent  until  after  the  judging  was  com- 
pleted. Indeed,  the  press  representatives 
were  excluded  luitil  the  judging  was  nearly 
over,  aud  then  were  only  admitted  after  being 
rigidly  questioned  as  to  whether  they  had  any 
bii-ds  ou  exhibition  there,  or  were  personally 
interested  iu  the  birds  exhibited.  That  long 
wait  was  trying  to  the  representatives  of 
weekly  papers  which  went  to  press  Thursdav  ; 
but  Foidtry  aud  the  Feathered  World  got 
their  copy  in  ou  time,  and  the  paper  of  the 
week  was  on  sale  there  on  the  show  grounds 
on  Friday,  with  the  report  in  full.  The  Live 
i^iuch  Juiirnal  had  over  four  columns  of 
poultry  report,  the  third  of  a  column  devoted 
to  table  poultry  being  sent  up  by  wire  Thurs- 
day, aud  the  paper  was  for  sale  there  on  Sat- 
urday morning,  possibly  Friday — but  that  I 


don't  know.  The  Live  Stock  Journal  has 
over  fourteen  pages  altogether,  of  Royal  show 
report,  which  must  have  been  written  out 
from  notes  made  there  at  the  show,  sent  up  to 
London,  put  in  type  and  printed  within  forty- 
eight  hours.  That  is  sharp  work.  The  daily 
papers  gave  splendid  reports  of  the  show,  the 
Manchester  Guardian,  (one  of  the  best 
papers  published  in  England,  or  in  the  world 
for  that  matter),  being  particularly  praise- 
worthy for  intelligible,  discriminating  com- 
ments. We  cannot  well  do  better  iu  closing, 
than  clip  the  following  paragraph  from  the 
Guardian  of  Saturday : 

"Taking  a  walk  through  the  poultry  tent,  I 
find  a  very  large  and  representative  collection 
of  old  and  young  poultry,  the  latter  generally 
being  in  advanced  plumage  for  this  still  early 
season.  Poultry  shows  have  now  been  estab- 
lished in  England  over  a  third  of  a  century, 
and  they  are,  as  a  rule,  exhibitions  of  fancy 
fowls  bred  for  no  economical  purpose,  but  just 
for  that  form  of  amusement  which  is  described 
as  a  hobby.  No  attempt  was  made  until  a  few 
years  ago  to  make  these  shows  utilitarian  in 
character.  The  Royal  Agricultural  Society 
has  done  something  in  that  direction,  but  more 
is  needed,  not  merely  liecause  of  the  direct, 
but  of  the  indirect  harm  which  follows  upou 
so  notalde  an  example.  There  are  several 
classes  which  can  by  no  means  be  distinguished 
as  fann  poultry,  or  indeed  as  poultry  which  it 
is  desirable  to  cultivate  for  economical  or  bus- 
iness purposes.  They  include  the  feather 
legged  Brahmas  and  t'ochins,  varieties  which 
have  cost  ignorant  breeders  and  others  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  pounds  in  the  past 
twenty-five  years,  and  which  have  done  great 
harm  to  the  poultry  of  the  country.  The 
Hamburg's,  charming  in  feather  and  form,  but 
delicate  aud  useless  on  the  table,  and  the 
variety  classes  which  are  a  refuge  for  the 
wretchedly  ornamented  specimens  which  are 
otherwise  destitute  of  recognition.  The  table 
poultry  which  were  excellently  prepared  by 
Messrs.  Muirhead  and  Sons,  of  Victoria  street, 
were  a  capital  lot,  well  shown,  though  some- 
what crowiled  iu  refrigerator  cases.'' 

H. 


Now  Then  !  3Ir.  Jacobs  ! 
Tliat  liittie  Coinpton  Yarn. 

Editor  American  Stork-Keeper : 

As  this  is  the  season  of  pyrotechnical  dis- 
plays and  explosion,  Mr.  P.  H.  Jacobs  in  the 
Poultry- Keejjer,  no  doubt  wishes  to  keep  up 
with  the  times,  aud  under  the  heading  of 
"  That  Little  Compton  Yarn,"  stated  that  he 
exposed  it  twelve  years  ago,  etc.,  etc.  To 
the  exposure  and  consequent  sound  of,  the 
explosion  is  like  most  fire-works,  some  sound 
and  smoke,  but  as  a  rule  that  ends  it.  In  this 
case,  however,  Mr.  Jacobs'  fire-works  does 
not  end  the  "  Little  Compton  Yarn."'  Mr. 
Isaac  Wilbour  of  Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  still 
owns  the  largest  poultry  farm  in  the  world, 
and  ships  from  130,000  to  150,000  dozen  eggs 
in  a  year,  aud  has  over  one  hundred  houses, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  apart,  and  scat- 
tered over  sloping  fields;  he  feeds  from  a 
wagon  driven  from  house  to  house,  contrary 
and  notwithstanding  Mr.  Jacobs'  exposure. 
The  place  will  stand  any  exposure  Mr.  Jacobs 
can  make,  as  it  exists  exactly  as  represented, 
and  can  be  seen  by  any  one  that  comes  to  the 
place.  Mr.  Jacobs  is  greatly  excited  over  the 
fact  that  he  supposes  that  Mr.  AVilbour's  hens 
lay  all  the  eggs  he  ships.  I  can  ease  his  mind 
on  that  score. 

Mr.  Wilbour's  hens  no  doubt  lay  well;  but 
he  nor  any  other  writer,  so  far  as  I  have  seen, 
never  has  claimed  any  extraordinary  egg  out- 
put. He  buys  largely  from  the  surrounding 
farmers,  their  eggs,  and  ships  with  his  own. 
The  last  I  knew  he  had  several  wagons  run- 
ning around  the  country  picking  up  eggs. 
Any  doubting  Thomas  who  cpiestions  the 
existence  of  a  farm  where  from  two  thousand 
to  four  thousand  head  of  stock  can  be  seen  at 
nearly  any  season  of  the  year,  can  easily  be 
convinced  by  a  visit  to  the  place.  I  will  make 
this  offer:  If  Mr.  Jacobs  will  visit  this  place, 
or  send  some  representative  whom  he  can  or 
will  trust,  I  will  pay  his  expenses,  and  give 
him  $50  for  his  trouble  if  he  does  not  find 
the  farm  of  Isaac  Wilbour  of  Little  Compton, 
R.- 1.,  to  be  exactly  as  represented,  as  sales  of 
stock,  number  of  fowls  kept,  number  of 
houses,  etc.,  if  he;  op  his  part,  in  case  the 
matter  is  not  as  represented,  will  pay  me  a 
like  sum  equivalent  to  his  traveling  expenses 
and  foO  besides.  I  know  of  no  way  I  can 
make  $50  any  easier.       Wm.  M.  Hughiss. 


It  is  not  luck,  but  pluck  and  persistent, 
applied  concentration  to  all  the  minor  details 
in  the  care  of  poultry  that  brings  success. — 
Exchange. 


Saving  Poultry  Manure. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  have  read  wiih  Interest  the 
article  in  your  issue  of  June  lolh  on  the  sav- 
ing of  poultry  manure.  I  am  a  grower  of 
pineapples,  in  which  industry  fertilizer  is 
one  of  our  largest  expenses— and  being  also  a 
breeder  of  thoroughbred  poultry,  I  save  all 
the  droppings  from  the  chicken  houses  to 
use  on  the  plantations. 

Your  correspondent  iu  the  aforesaid  arti- 
cle asks  how  the  manure  can  be  kept  in  a  dry 
state,  or  how  it  can  be  kept  so  that  it  will  not 
become  a  sticky  mass — and  the  authority  you 
quote  in  answer,  taken  from  the  Farmers 
Slowgo  and  Thrifty  Papers,  says:  "Mix  the 
manure  with  an  equal  part  of  sifted  dirt,  and 
keep  it  moist  by  dampening  it  with  soap 
suds." 

The  same  article  further  says,  "I  once 
heard  an  agricultural  chemist*  say  he  would 
not  take  all  the  droppings  in  the  United 
Slates,  if  kept  dry,  as  they  would  not  be 
worth  the  hauling.  Droppings  are  very  val- 
uable— that  is,  if  you  retain  the  value,  and  do 
not  allow  them  to  become  silicates;  or,  to 
better  express  it,  glass."  In  "  Wright's 
Practical  Poultry  Keeper,"  after  speaking  of 
the  value  of  poultry  manure,  he  says:  "  It 
should  be  put  in  any  convenient  receptacle 
where  it  can  be  kept  dry,  and  should  be 
mixed  well  with  dry  earth,  soot,  or  fine  dry 
ashes. 

Later,  after  giving  the  analysis  of  the 
manure,  made  by  the  late  Dr.  Voelkner, 
be  says:  "As  regards  its  application.  Dr. 
Voelkner  recommends  that  a  mixture  should 
be  kept  of  two  parts  burnt  gypsum  and  one 
part  mineral  superphosphate,  and  that  one 
part  of  this  should  be  mixed  with  three  parts 
of  fresh  chicken  manure,  kept  under  cover, 
and  turned  once  or  twice,  and  finally  passed 
through  a  sieve;  this  treatment  would  absorb 
the  surplus  moisture  and  reduce  the  whole  to 
a  fairly  dry  and  friable  condition,  in  which  it 
should  be  used  at  the  rate  of  eight  to  ten 
hundred  weight  per  acre." 

I  wi  ote  for  burnt  gypsum,  but  the  fertilizer 
house  I  sent  to  replied  that  they  had  never 
heard  of  it,  but  that  they  thought  land  plaster 
would  take  its  place,  and  that  "  acid  phos- 
phate "  would  take  the  place  of  mineral  super- 
phosphate. I  don't  know  if  they  were  right, 
but  anyway,  that  is  what  I  have  been  using. 

I  make  a  mixture  of  two  parts  land  plaster, 
one  part  acid  phosphate.  They  are  both 
cheap  articles,  and  I  think  can  be  got  at  any 
fertilizer  house.  For  every  three  pails  of 
chicken  droppings  I  put  one  pail  of  this 
mixture. 

I  keep  a  large  box  near  the  chicken  houses, 
with  a  loose  cover  made  of  boards  with  a 
roofing  paper  tacked  over  them.  Into  this 
box  I  throw  the  droppings  and  mixture,  turn- 
ing them  over  once  or  twice  with  a  shovel. 
When  I  have  enough  I  fill  an  empty  flour 
barrel,  tie  a  piece  of  roofing  paper  over  it, 
and  leave  it.  Ou  turning  out  the  contents  of 
these  barrels  there  are  no  lumps  or  silicates; 
it  is  all  in  a  crumbly  condition,  and  easy  to 
put  on  the  field.  The  moist  way  may  be 
bettei-;  I  have  never  tried  it ;  but  I  don't  see 
how  it  could  be  put  on  a  pineapple  field, 
where  the  plants  are  so  close  together  that 
a  man  can  hardly  work  his  way  through.  In 
a  potato  or  corn  field,  no  doubt  it  could  be 
done. 

The  dry  manure,  made  as  I  have  described, 
has  certainly  given  good  results.  The  fruit 
has  been  larger  on  the  beds  where  it  has  been 
used  than  on  those  receiving  the  ordinary 
fertilizers.  I  shall  certainly  try  the  moist 
way  if  I  find  that  I  can  manage  to  spread  it. 
I  only  write  this  to  point  out  that  difi"erent 
opinions  exist  as  to  how  to  save  the  manure. 
Which  is  the  liest  way,  can  only  be  found  out 
by  trying  both.  Anyway,  it  must  be  mixed 
with  something.  It'seems  to  me  that  if  the 
moist  system  were  practised  It  should  be 
kept  only  Just  moist. 

This  is  not  a  profitable  poultry  country,  so 
far  as  my  experience  goes.  Grain  cannot  be 
raised  in  the  white  sandy  soil  we  have  here, 
so  all  has  to  be  bought,  and  freights  are 
enormous.  At  the  end  of  a  year  the  eggs 
sold  at  from  twenty-five  to  forty  cents  per 
dozen,  only  just  pay  for  the  feed. 

The  chicks  raised  are  profit;  but  the  mar- 
ket is  limited,  aud  poultry  being  so  plentiful 
in  the  neighi)oriiig  southern  states,  it  does 
not  pay  to  ship  them.  I  breed  pure  Black 
Minorcas.  Have  imported  birds  of  the 
Northup  and  other  well  known  strains,  but 
can  sell  none.  Apparently  the  population 
have  not  yet  got  to  appreciate  thoroughbied 
stock  —  notwithstanding  which  I  consider 
that  the  manure  alone  is  of  so  much  value 
that  I  keep  on  increasing  my  flock. 

T.  JfEWTON  Banner. 

Hobe  Sound,  Dade  Co.,  Fla. 


To  Secure  the  Best  Price  for  Turkeys. 
Fall  Management  Is  What  Counts. 

■\VriUeu  for  Fakm-Poultiiy. 

Success  in  securing  a  large  number  of  little 
turkeys  depends  upou  the  winter  and  spring 
management.  It  is  however,  one  thing  to  raise 
a  large  flock,  and  another  to  put  it  in  the  best 
shape  for  market.  Many  old  and  successful 
growers  are  not  well  up  on  this  end  of  it.  If 
their  methods  were  improved  and  more  care 
taken  in  fattening,  dressing  and  sorting,  as 
well  as  iu  packing  them  as  the  trade  demands, 
much  better  prices  would  be  received.  Begin- 
ners who  have  succeeded  fairly  well  in  raising 
a  flock  are  often  all  at  sea  when  it  comes  to 
preparing  them  for  market. 

Rhode  Island  turkeys  are  famous  for  their 
quality.  Some  of  our  readers  may  remember 
the  appearance  of  those  turkeys  exhibited  in 
the  dressed  jioultry  dcpartmeut  of  the  Boston 
show.  In  the  best  markets  in  New  Y'ork  city, 
Providence,  Newport  and  Boston  they  lead 
those  from  other  sections.  In  the  same  mar- 
kets they  often  bring  ten  or  twelve  cents  more 
than  those  from  all  other  states  except 
Connecticut.  About  New  Y'ears  a  leading  New 
Y'ork  paper  quoted  R.  I.  turkeys  at  twenty- 
eight  cents,  and  everything  else  in  the  turkey 
line  at  less  than  seventeen  cents.  Many 
growers  are  interested  to  know  the  reason. 

It  is  not  their  fame  in  the  past,  or  because 
they  are  scarce,  that  they  sell  for  the  most;  it 
is  on  account  of  their  superior  (juality.  Much 
of  this  high  quality  is  due  to  the  plump  com- 
pact breeding  stock  used,  and  to  the  way  it  is 
managed;  also  to  the  care  taken  in  growing 
and  fattening  the  young  turkeys.  The  pains 
taken  in  dressing  and  preparing  them  for  ship- 
ment, however,  probably  does  more  than  all 
else  to  give  them  their  high  standing. 

Of  course  you  can  not  dress  a  thin,  flat 
bodied,  long  legged  bird  so  it  will  sell  with 
the  best;  but  the  plumpest,  best  shaped  and 
most  attractive  bird  in  every  way,  previous  to 
killing,  may  be  so  dressed  that  it  must  be 
classed  with  that  which  is  inferior. 

Again,  the  handsomest  young  turkeys  that 
are  perfectly  dressed  if  packed  along  with  ill 
dressed  ones,  or  with  tough  old  toms  and  hens, 
must  be  classed  with  the  latter,  and  go  for  less 
than  they  are  worth.  Too  many  send  nothiflg 
but  "fair  to  poor"  stock  to  market.  In  many 
cases  it  is  simply  because  they  do  not  know 
how  to  prepare  it  so  it  will  bring  all  that  can 
be  got  for  it. 

Successful  R.  I.  growers  as  a  rule  feed  their 
turkeys  from  start  to  finish  on  northern  white 
flint  corn,  which  they  grow  themselves. 
They  take  great  pains  to  use  nothing  but  well 
seasoned  old  corn,  because  they  have  found 
that  new  corn  causes  bowel  trouble,  which  is 
more  to  be  feared  in  a  turkey  than  any  other 
fowl,  and  is  liable  to  be  fatal.  Diarrhoea  seems 
to  be  more  prevalent  among  turkeys  than  any 
other  disease,  and  a  bird  that  gets  sick  is  very 
apt  to  die.  Foraging  in  a  field  of  green  oats 
may  give  them  diarrha?a  and  cause  much  loss. 

Turkeys  not  only  like  northern  flint  corn 
best  and  fatten  best  on  it,  but  it  makes  their 
flesh  more  tender,  juicy  and  delicious.  That 
given  the  little  ones  is  coarsely  ground  and 
mixed  with  sweet  or  sour  milk,  or  made  into 
bread  that  is  moistened  with  milk.  This  is 
gradually  mixed  with  cracked  corn,  which, 
when  they  are  about  eight  weeks  old,  is  fed 
clear  or  mixed  with  sour  milk.  In  the  fall 
whole  corn  is  given. 

Turkeys  which  can  be  given  full  liberty 
from  the  first  on  a  dry  pasture  lot,  and  after  a 
few  weeks  allowed  to  roam  and  roost  wher- 
ever they  choose  thrive  the  best  if  they  escape 
accident  or  enemies.  Two  turkey  hen  mothers 
and  their  broods  will  then  generally  join 
forces  apparently  for  mutual  protection  from 
hawks  and  other  enemies.  Where  they  can- 
not be  given  full  liberty  they  should  be  given 
fresh  grass  pasturage  daily,  and  milk  curd, 
corn  gluten  aud  wheat,  as  well  as  corn,  to  take 
the  place  of  insects.  Great  pains  should  be 
taken  that  they  are  uot  overfed,  and  that  they 
are  given  as  much  liberty  for  exercise  as  is 
pos.-ible.  The  brood  may  be  prevented  from 
leaving  a  certain  field  by  shingling  the  mother 
turkey,  so  she  cannot  fly  over  the  wall  or 
fence.  This,  however,  places  her  at  the  mercy 
of  dogs. 

After  June  1st  those  at  full  liberty  are 
usually  fed  bttt  twice  daily.   They  are  hunted 


i8t> : 


F.-\  K  \  I  -  PO U  L T  K  V 


275 

FROM  LOWELL,  MASS. 

The  Home  of  Hood's  Sarsaparilla  — 
A  Wonderful  Cure. 

"  A  swelling  as  big  as  a  large  marble 
came  under  my  tongue.  Physicians  said  it 
was  a  semi-transparent  tumor  and  must  be 
operated  upon.  I  felt  I  could  not  stand  it, 
and  as  spring  came  began  to  take  my 
favorite  spring  tonic,  Hood's  Sarsaparilla. 
The  bunch  gradually  decreased  and  finally 
disappeared.  I  have  had  no  sign  of  its  re- 
turn, lam  glad  to  praise  Hood's  Sarsapa- 
rilla." Mrs.  H.  M.  CoBxrsts,  8  Union  St., 
Lowell,  Mass.  Get  HOOD'S. 

Hood's  Pills  cure  Sick  Headache.  2oc. 


BltONZK  TIKKKYS. 


up  anil  fe<i  in  tlit-  ticlil.-.  th:it  they  may  >tiiy 
away  from  the  farniyanl  ami  outbuiltlinsrs. 
Many  >:ive  the  turkeys  no  food  from  Auiru^t 
\>t  until  fCK']  weather:  they  irot  their  own 
livins:  until  they  lonie  up  from  the  lieMs  In 
Septeuil>er  or  October.  We  know  of  cases 
where  those  not  fed  in  eitber  Aui^ust,  .S«^i>teni- 
l>er  or  Octolier,  Nut  fed  wtll  in  November, 
have  lieon  larger  ami  plumper  at  Tlianks^v- 
ing  time  than  lots  fed  the  season  throuirli. 
The  principle  seems  all  riirht.  Doubtless 
those  to  l>e  marketed  in  .\ui;ust  and  .Septcm- 
lier,  if  fed  corn  risht  along  will  lie  plumper 
and  mature  earlier,  while  those  allowed  to  get 
their  own  living  during  the  three  months  will 
exercise  more  and  se<  ure  more  nitro;;enoiis  or 
growing  food,  and  grow  larger  frames,  iluch 
depends,  however,  upon  the  rauL'e,  the  (|uaii- 
tity  of  insects,  and  the  uumberof  turkeys  that 
run  on  it.  .Some  tields  will  support  more 
turkeys  than  others.  The  number  of  turkeys 
may  be  so  large  as  to  almost  exterminate  in 
two  or  three  seasons  the  insect^  upon  which 
they  feed. 

Turkeys  that  have  been  fattened  soon  grow 
thin  if  not  killed  when  '"lit,"  and  do  not  fatten 
readily  for  some  time.  The  growers  must  use 
some  judgment  as  to  whether  he  should  feed 
them  grain  all  through  the  summer  and  fall 
months. 

L'pou  the  approach  of  cold  weather  they 
come  to  the  house  to  be  fed,  ami  thereafter 
roam  but  little.  The  males  and  females  soon 
separate,  and  go  in  flocks  by  themselves.  To 
fatten  them  for  Thanksgiving  they  are  fed  in 
November  all  the  whole  corn  they  will  eat 
three  limes  per  day.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
coop  them.  A  cooped  turkey  generally  gets 
sick.  The  full  feeding  causes  them  lo  rest 
and  sun  themselves.  Dough  is  not  much  used 
for  fattening  in  Rhode  Island.  One  grower 
who  gives  it  every  morning,  an<l  whole  corn 
at  night,  mixes  condition  powder  with  the 
dough,  and  tiuds  the  latter  causes  them  to  eat 
more  and  gain  faster.  Many  times  whole 
flocks  have  been  lost  just  before  Thanksgiving. 
Turkeys  are  very  sensitive;  sickness  spreads 
rapiilly  among  them,  and  sick  liirds  should  be 
fjuickly  removed  from  the  others.  Too  heavy 
feeding,  or  commencing  it  too  suddenly,  or 
continuing  it  too  long  a  period,  is  probably 
the  reason  of  such  loss.  Birds  fed  no  grain 
for  several  months,  if  they  were  fed  very 
gradually,  would  probably  be  less  liable  to 
this  trouble  thau  those  fed  well  through  the 
season.  The  black  head  disease,  in  turkeys 
not  badly  affected,  would  be  aggravated  by 
this  heavy  feeding.  Some  raisers  give  a  little 
new  corn  mixed  with  the  old  at  this  time,  but 
most  consider  it  safer  to  feed  clear  old  corn. 
It  is  not  best  Ui  heavilv  feeil  tnrkevs  that  are 


to  be  held  for  a  later  market  or  those  to  be 
kept  over  for  bn^eding,  for  the  reasons  given. 
It  is  an  injury  to  tlieni.  They  should  merely 
be  kept  in  gooil  condition. 

Here  the  short  legged  plump  birds  mature 
the  earliest,  and  are  ready  for  Thanksgiving, 
while  the  larger  more  franiy  individuals  are 
usually  killed  for  (.'hrislmas  or  New  Years. 
Large  sizes  are  usually  most  in  demand  at 
Thankgsiving,  rather  more  than  at  Christmas, 
and  bring  the  most  money.  .\t  other  times 
plump  hen  turkeys  under  twelve  pounds  in 
weight  sell  the  best. 

If  turkeys  are  not  frightened,  and  treated 
very  gently,  they  are  more  readily  fattened 
and  give  less  trouble  when  they  are  to  be 
caught  for  slaughter.  They  are  usually  fed 
just  inside  of  a  shed  or  barn  door  for  some 
time  previous,  anil  then  secured  by  suddenly 
closing  the  doors,  or  by  entrapping  them  in  a 
wire  netting  enclosure.  They  may,  however, 
take  fright,  ami  fly  about  and  against  the 
building  or  netting,  and  Inidly  bruise  them- 
selves. Sometimes  they  pile  up  on  each  other 
in  the  corners,  and  some  are  smothered  before 
they  are  rescued.  To  avoid  this  Horace 
Miner,  of  Connecticut,  has  a  low  pen  or  pas- 
sage way  in  the  back  of  his  catching  shed,  and 
the  turkeys  become  accustomed  to  pass 
through.  AVhen  they  are  to  be  caught  the 
exit  is  closed  without  their  knowing  it.  As 
they  depend  upon  this  means  of  escape  they 
are  easily  shut  in.  As  there  is  no  chance  in 
this  low  narrow  pen  for  them  to  fly  about 
they  are  easily  caught  Ijy  the  leg  without 
injuring  them.  If  any  escape  they  will  u>u- 
ally  persistently  shun  this  shed  and  communi- 
cate their  fears  to  the  remainder  of  the  flock. 
That  the  whole  flock  may  not  be  frightened 
the  turkeVs  not  to  be  caught  should  be  driven 
to  a  distance  when  the  others  are  to  he  trapped. 

If  at  this  time  some  of  your  turkeys  have 
joined  your  neighbor's  flock,  or  the  owner  of 
an  adjoining  farm  claims  some  of  bis  are  with 
your  flock,  you  will  be  very  glad  that  all  of 
yours  were  marked  for  identification  soon 
after  they  were  hatched.  If  they  were  not, 
and  your  birds  are  alike  in  size  and  color,  you 
will  doubtless  before  you  adjust  matters 
decide  to  surely  mark  them  all  next  spring,  or 
get  a  gobbler  of  a  difl'ereiit  breetl  this  fall  — 
(two  would  be  better,  for  one  may  die  :it  the 
most  important  lime) — to  give  your  flock  a 
ditlerent  color  next  season.  You  may  decide, 
however,  to  fence  your  turkey  range  with  a 
flve  barred  woven  wire  fence. 

Before  the  turkeys  are  killed  they  should 
be  deprived  of  food  and  water  for  twelve 
hours,  not  longer,  that  their  crops  may  be 
empty.  In  dressing  they  are  usually  hung  up 
by  the  legs,  a  separate  cord  and  uoose  being 


provided  for  each  leg.  They  are  stabbeil 
insi<le  the  mouth  to  sever  the  arteries  of  the 
throat,  thoroughly  bled,  and  dry  picked.  No 
scattled  turkeys  should  be  sent  to  Boston  or 
other  eastern  markets  and  a  decent  price 
expected.  The  best  New  York  and  eastern 
markets  that  pay  the  highest  prices  are  very 
particular  as  to  quality. 

(ireat  i>aius  should  be  taken  not  lo  tear  the 
skin  or  soil  it  with  blood  or  dirt.  Make  a 
neat  job  of  removing  the  entrails.  Do  not 
make  a  large  unsightly  opening.  It  should  be 
only  large  enough  to  insert  one  flnger  to  hook 
on  to  the  bowel,  and  it  is  best  not  to  sever  the 
vent  until  all  is  drawn  and  broken  ofV  at  the 
gizzard.  The  entrails  should  not  be  bioken 
while  being  removed.  Do  not  remove  the 
gizzard,  heart  or  liver.  W.  H.  Kudd  recom- 
mends sending  to  Boston  prior  to  the  Thanks- 
giving shipment  turkeys  that  are  not  drawn 
or  headed.  The  skin  should  be  free  from 
bruises  or  discolorations,  and  should  not  be 
soiled  with  blood  or  dirt.  The  dressed  tur- 
keys should  be  hung  uj)  until  all  animal  heat 
has  left  them  before  they  are  put  together  for 
delivery  or  packed  for  shipment,  or  they  may 
become  discolored. 

You  are  fortunate  if  one  or  two  reliable 
men  handle  the  turkeys  of  your  section.  The 
majority  will  then  receive  a  better  price  than 
if  each  ships  his  own.  The  dealer  can  lake 
the  whole  lot  and  separate  it  into  several 
grades  and  fell  it  to  advantage.  He  can  i)ay 
more,  because  he  will  get  more  for  it.  The 
retailer  and  marketniau  has  but  one  or  two 
men  to  <leal  with  instead  of  a  number,  many 
of  whom  from  inexperience  aie  easily  blufl'ed 
and  brought  w  here  they  are  ready  to  put  tlie 
price  very  low  in  order  to  sell  their  product. 
The  dealer  knows  from  experience  who  the 
beats  are,  and  who  always  make  returns 
underweight.  He  also  knows  who  are  good, 
and  what  grade  each  man  wants.  Long 
before  the  stock  is  ready  for  killing  he  knows 
how  many  old  and  young  turkeys  are  lo  be 
brought  to  him, and  much  about  their  quality. 
He  books  his  orders  from  the  marketmen 
weeks  before  they  are  to  be  tilled.  By  requir- 
ing turkeys  of  high  quality  from  every  grower, 
and  refusing  to  buy  thin  and  very  inferior 
birds,  he  influences  producers  to  keep  belter 
stock  and  adopt  better  methods.  Thus  the 
reputation  of  the  turkeys  from  that  section 
may  be  improved  year  by  yeai'. 

All  turkeys  must  be  tested  by  the  nose  of  the 
experienced  dealer,  to  be  Sure  that  they  are 
freshly  killed  as  well  as  have  all  blooil  spots 
washed  oil'.  They  are  then  carefully'  sorted 
an<l  graded,  and  packed  in  paper  lined  boxes 
for  shipment.  It  is  best  to  have  uniform 
packages,  and  the  number  and  gross  and  net 


For  Sale. 

Having  tinislutl  Iwitcliin^'  U>v  iliis  st-a.sun,  I  will  sell 
till!  slf>ck  I  liave  bred  from  In  lois  lo  suit.  Must  be 
soM  to  make  room  for  llie  youngsters. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(Jirown  K^'jrStrain;  "  tlie  linsine?s  fowl  of  tlie 
cenliiry.") 

White  Wyandottes, 

(Ilrcwn  K^'jr.  I'l  Hlilii-  I..i>  iiitr  Stock.) 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 


BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT,  50  cents. 

l*rofi(:iI)l<'  roiiltry  Farming;,  2n  eeiifs. 

A  l.i\tiiu  from  I*oiiltr.v,  ^.5  cents. 

Monr\  in  Il*'iis,  25  cents. 

Tlic  f..iii  I..H,k-        Sil.OO.  A.lilrcss 
MICHAKIL  K.  UOVKIJ,  Hamiuontnn,  N.  .1. 

FRESH  CUT  BONE 


MEAT  FOR  POULTRY, 

Als.>I?i-cf  Scra]JS.O.  K.  Aniiiiai  Fooil.  (  M  ^It  r  Sli»  lK, 
Fish  Meal,  Uranulaled  iioue,  fcleanied  "Meat,  (ji  il, 
etc.  Address, 

BARTLETT  &  HOLMES, 
Springfield,  Mass. 

C.  A.  15AUTLETT,    .      .    Worcester,  Ma8fi. 

ScTui  for  imIuIdl'uo. 


The  only  reliable  Lotion  positively  preventing 
Flies,  Gnats  and  Insects  of  every  description 
frora  anuoj'ing  Horses  and  Cattle.  Soothing  and 
Healing  if  applied  to  sores.  .Applied  to  cows  it 
secures  Rains  in  Flesh  and  Milk.  Guaranteed 
Pure,  Harm  less  and  Effective.  Gallon  Can.  $1.50; 
}^  Gallon  jl  00;  Quarts,  50c.  Beware  of  imitat- 
ions. 

^•rWiug  As-'i  nis.  JOS.  BRECK  &  SON.S,  Corp.. 

47—54  No.  Marl<et  St.,  Boston.  ::tlass. 

Black  Langshans. 

100  good  breetiin^r  liens,  1  .luii  *2  vears  old.  $1  each, 
in  lots  of  6  or  more. 
35  clioipc  lirecdiiig  hens,  1  and  2  years  old,  f 2  each 

ill  lols  of  a  or  more, 
f'orrespoiidenc)'  solicited.   Cash  must  accompanv 
order.     J.  H.  LORD,  Box  W,  Lawrence,  Mass. 


Don't  v  a  s  te 
time  e.\  peri- 
menting  with 
the  other  kinds 
but  send  direct 
to  us  or  ask 
your  dealer  to 
fret  it  for  you.  We  have  a  list  of 
terms  and  testimonials  that  is 
yours  for  the  asking.  Scatter 
P.  D.  Q.  in  furniture  and  around 
edges  of  carpets.  WORCESTER 
Compound  Co.,  Worcester. 


Powder  Drives  Quickly 

is  neither  poisonous  nor  e.xplo- 
sive  but  is  fatal  to  vermin.  Fleas 
and  lice  drop  instantly  dead.  It 
IS  also  the  best  disinfectant 
known  for  hos- 
pitals, stables, 
kennels,  poul- 
try houses  and 
e  V  e r  \'  pi  ace 
where  \ermin 
can  lodce  
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weight  and  initials  at  least  of  the  shipper 
shoukl  each  be  written  plainly  on  the  cover. 
An  equal  number  of  hens  and  toms  are  usually 
put  in  each  package.  Thauksgiving  shipments 
should  reach  markets  the  previous  Saturday  or 
Monday. 

Resorts  like  Newport  use  hundreds  of  partly 
grown  turkeys  in  July  and  August.  From 
f  1.75  to  $2.25  are  given  for  those  weighing 
^rom  one  and  one-half  to  four  pounds  each. 
They  are  sold  to  dealers  who  supply  clubs, 
hotels  and  wealthy  private  families.  These 
small  turkeys  are  very  lean  and  tender,  and 
soon  spoil  or  become  discolored  even  if  placed 
on  ice,  therefore  only  nearby  raisers  can 
handle  this  trade. 

If  there  is  much  risk  of  loss  from  disease 
before  the  turkeys  can  be  matured,  or  if  the 
number  grown  is  so  great  as  to  overstock  the 
place,  it  may  be  advisable  to  turn  them  oft"  at 
this  age. 

Possibly  there  are  many  other  sections  where 
small  turkeys  can  be  profitably  marketed  in 
this  way.  If  young  chickens,  ducks  and 
geese  can  be  sold  at  greater  profit,  for  more 
money,  when  partly  grown  than  if  kept  until 
much  larger  and  fed  twice  or  three  times  as 
long,  there  may  be  possibilities  for  the  enter- 
prising turkey  raiser  in  this  direction. 

Samuel  CusHM^m. 


Notes  and  Comments. 

Stray  straws  show  which  way  the  wind  is 
blowing.  When  bales  of  straw  come  flyiug 
through  the  air  we  are  apt  to  give  more 
thought  to  the  power  than  to  the  direction  of 
the  wind  which  propels  them,  and  to  conclude 
without  waiting  to  measure  its  actual  velocity 
that  the  breeze  is  rather  stiff.  It  was  about  a 
year  ago  that  the  utility  vs.  beauty,  or  utility 
vs.  fancy  (whichever  you  choose  to  call  it), 
discussion  crept  into  the  poultry  papers ; 
today  it  is  occupying  a  larger  place  in  the 
thought  of  poultrymen  in  this  country  than 
any  other,  and  if  we  may  judge  from  the  tone 
of  the  English  papers  the  same  question  is 
forcing  itself  to  the  front  over  there. 

It  strikes  me  as  rather  singular  that  the 
British  poultry  press  should  so  long  have 
almost  ignored  the  practical  aspects  of  poultry 
culture  while  in  so  many  shows  the  practical 
nature  of  the  exhibits  was  so  prominent.  On 
this  side  of  the  water  the  reverse  was  the 
case,  there  having  been  for  years  papers 
devoted  quite  exclusively  to  practical  poultry 
culture,  while  in  the  shows  practical  exhibits 
were  conspicuously  wanting.  It  would  be 
idle  to  speculate  in  a  poultry  paper  on  the 
possible  reasons  for  this  difference ;  the  ques- 
tion involved  is  one  that  belongs  to  a  branch 
of  a  so-called  higher  science.  However,  we 
have  seen  within  a  few  years  our  American 
shows  giving  encouragement  to  a  form  of 
practical  exhibit,  and  within  a  few  months  a 
Bntish  poultry  paper  admitting  the  import- 
ance of  that  aspect  of  the  question,  and  adver- 
tising its  intention  of  publishing  a  class  of 
articles  especially  designed  to  help  practical 
poultry  growers. 

There  is  something  amusing  to  me  in  the 
editorial  reference  which  this  paper  makes  to 
one  of  the  iirsl  of  its  practical  articles ;  it  is  so 
apologetic.  The  editor  says,  "  There  is  an  evi- 
dent inclination  to  treat  the  poultry  question 
on  a  large  scale,  and  to  take  interest  in  it  we 
purpose,  during  the  season  of  partial  leisure 
and  relief  from  poultry  shows,  to  devote  some 
papers  to  the  subject."  The  previous  issue  of 
the  same  paper  contained  a  lecture  on  "Fancy 
Poultry  Culture,"  devoted  largely  and  in  a 
similarly  apologetic  strain  to  the  utility-fancy 
question,  and  the  writings  of  its  various  cor- 
respondents add  another  straw  to  the  bundle, 
the  course  of  which  suggests  the  blowing  of  a 
powerful  breeze. 

*  *  * 

In  the  lecture  referred  to,  the  lecturer  (Mr. 
C.  H.  Hallam)  had  no  sooner  introduced  his 
subject  than  he  began  to  pay  his  respects  to 
the  utility  men  in  this  manner : 

"The  subject  of  fancy  poultry  culture  natu- 
rally touches  the  much  debated  question  of 
utility  vs.  fancy  fowJs.  Ought  the  prime  object 
of  breeding  to  be  utility  or  beauty  V  And  are 
these  really  incompatible  objects?  There  are 
large  arguments  on  both  sides.  But  I  am  sure 
that  in  the  main  fancy  breeding  subserves 
utility.  If  it  were  not  for  the  fancier  breeding 
for  distinguishing  characteristics,  in  a  very 
few  years  there  would  scarcely  be  a  single  dis- 
tinct variety,  and  the  value  of  crossing,  as 
well  as  distinctive  size,  type  aod  beauty  would 
be  lost." 


Further  on  he  says: 

"  Ko  doubt  in  a  few  breeds  the  fancier's 
idea  of  type,  form,  and  feather  has  not 
improved  the  useful  qualities,  but  in  others 
he  has  immensely  improved  them ;  and  fur- 
ther, it  is  to  the  fancier  that  all  the  various 
breeds  are  due." 

There  are  texts  for  several  sermons  in  those 
extracts,  but  I  shall  at  this  point  only  i-emark 
two  things:  The  claims  that  without  the  fan- 
cier distinct  varieties  would  be  lost,  and  that 
to  the  fancier  all  the  various  breeds  are  due. 
Those  are  very  broad  claims.  Will  the  facts 
support  them?  I  am  disposed  to  give  the 
fancier  all  the  credit  due  him,  though  it  does 
not  seem  to  me  necessary  to  call  attention  to 
the  value  of  his  services  in  every  paragraph  I 
write ;  bnt  when  I  begin  to  examine  the  valid- 
ity of  such  claims  as  those  above  my  estimate 
of  the  value  of  the  fancier's  services  is  dimin- 
ished rather  than  increased.  When  I  look  for 
answers  to  the  questions  :  What  would  happen 
to  the  breeds  were  there  no  fanciers?  and. 
Are  all  the  various  breeds  due  to  the  fanciers? 
such  claims  by  a  fancier  seem  to  approach  the 
ridiculous.  Fancy  poultry  culture  has  a  his- 
tory of  about  half  a  century.  Admitting  that 
the  improvement  within  that  period  should  be 
credited  to  the  faucier's  methods,  there  still 
remains  the  question :  What  was  the  condition 
of  domestic  poultry  before  the  fancier  took  it 
in  hand?  The  stock  reply  to  that  question  is 
insufficient.  A  study  of  the  histories  of  the 
various  breeds  will  show  that  there  were  well 
defined  races  for  many  years  before  the  fan- 
ciers made  their  influence  felt.  In  truth,  with 
few  exceptions  the  classes  of  fowls  were 
established  independently  of  the  fanciers. 
And  while  it  is  true  that  the  practical  poultry 
interest  as  it  exists  today  is  in  part  an  out- 
growth of  an  organized  "  fancy,"  it  is  also 
true  that  the  "  fancy  "  itself  could  not  have 
existed  at  all  had  it  not  been  able  to  take  as 
its  raw  material  the  results  of  unorganized 
utility  breeding  in  various  sections  of  the 
globe.  The  fancier  has  been  the  finisher.  It 
is  as  incorrect  to  say  he  made  the  breeds  as  to 
say  the  painter  built  the  house.  (The  analogy 
between  the  fancier  and  the  painter  might  be 
extended  to  several  other  particulars).  Know- 
ing the  status  of  the  breeds  before  the  days  of 
fanciers,  we  can  surmise  something  of  the 
condition  which  would  probably  follow  should 
the  fanciers  turn  their  energies  elsewhere. 
Our  surmise  based  on  such  premises  would 
lead  us  to  neither  breed  extinction  nor  mou- 
grelism. 

*   *  * 

"  I  used  to  have  rather  large  sympathies 
with  the  utility  advocates,  but  larger  informa- 
tion and  experience  has  carried  me  into  the 
fanciers'  ranks.  With  indiscrimiuate  crossing 
there  is  soon  a  degeneracy  of  the  two  chief 
utility  points,  size  and  egg  production.  With- 
out careful  cultivation  there  is  the  same  rapid 
deterioration  in  all  animal  and  vegetable  life." 

When  Mr.  Hallam  says  "  larger  information 
and  experience"  carried  him  into  the  fanciers' 
ranks,  he  voices  a  delusion  common  among 
men  of  all  ranks  and  classes.  We  all  go 
through  the  world  with  the  notion  that  people 
who  don't  think  as  we  do  don't  know  as  much ; 
it  is  a  heresy  that  taints  us  all.  It  was  but  the 
other  day  that  I  received  a  letter  from  one 
whose  position  is  just  the  reverse  of  Mr. 
Hallam's;  he  began  as  a  fancier,  and  his 
"  larger  information  and  experience"  carried 
him  into  the  utility  ranks.  In  writing  of  a 
moot  point  he  used  the  expression,  "If  you 
really  think"  thus  and  thus  is  so,  "you  have 
something  to  learn ; "  and  in  writing  of  a  third 
party  he  said,  "  He  is  where  we  were  a  few 
years  ago."  The  fact  is,  our  opinions  in  many 
—  I  might  well  say  in  most— instances  are 
governed  by  interest  when  they  are  not 
decided  by  mere  whim.  We  don't  like  to 
admit  this  even  to  ourselves.  It  pleases  us  to 
imagine  that  our  views  have  been  deliberately 
formed  after  judiciously  balancing  all  the 
pros  and  cons. 

Mr.  Hidlam,  like  his  congeners  in  this 
country,  is  unwilling  to  see  that  utility  breed- 
ing does  not  mean  indiscriminate  crossing  — 
does  not  necessarily  mean  crossing  at  all.  In 
nothing  is  the  weakness  of  our  opponents 
more  clearly  shown  than  in  their  refusal  to 
state  the  question  fairly  and  argue  it  on  its 
merits.  This  is  virtually  an  admission  that 
knowing  the  untenableness  of  their  position 
they  are  at  the  same  time  afraid  to  attempt  to 
defend,  and  unwilling  to  abandon  it. 

*  *  * 

Scientific  breeding  duriug  the  las't  tbirty 


years  has  produced  some  dozens  of  varieties, 
some  with  special  laying  powers,  others  with 
special  table  qualities,  aud  all  with  great 
beauty  and  interest.  The  utility  man  has 
now  but  to  select  that  variety  most  useful  to 
him.  The  fancier  will  preserve  the  variety 
for  him.'' 

Commenting  on  this  in  the  next  issue  of  the 
same  paper,  "  Kufus  "  says,  "  It  is  the  fancier 
who  both  makes  and  preserves  the  very 
article  the  utility  man  needs,  aud  places  it 
just  ready  to  his  haud ;  in  fact,  does  all  the 
hardest  of  the  work  for  him."  All  of  which 
reminds  one  very  forcibly  of  a  clothing  dealer 
trying  to  sell  a  particular  suit  to  a  man  who 
wasn't  made  for  the  clothes.  When  will  the 
fanciers  le;irn  that  we  don't  want  their  misfit 
fowls,  that  when  we  take  their  product  it  is 
for  the  ijurpose  of  altering  it  to  suit  our  special 
needs,  and  that  our  aim  is  to  make  those 
alterations  a  fixity  in  each  breed?  The  utility 
men  wish  to  e.stablish  their  own  types.  They 
are  perfectly  willing  the  fancier  should  do  tht2 
work  for  them,  provided  always,  he  does  it  to 
their  order;  but  so  far  utility  breeders  have 
found  it  necessary  to  use  fancy  fowls  mostly 
as  models  embodying  the  germs  of  the  devel- 
opments they  want. 

*   *  * 

"  There  are  several  rather  large  maggots  in 
the  minds  of  utility  theorists ;  one  is  that  by 
breeding  only  from  extraordinary  layers  a 
strain  would  be  produced  which  would  lay 
two  hundred  and  fifty  eggs  a  year  each. 
Another  is  that  by  carei'ul  mating  laying  and 
table  qualities  can  be  combined.  And  another 
is  that  we  could  by  these  methods  produce  at 
horns  the  £4,000,000  worth  of  poultry  and  eggs 
which  we  annually  import  from  abroad. 
These  ideas  look  feasible,  but  they  won't  stand 
examination. 

"  As  to  the  end  less  layers,  the  chief  difficulty 
is  this,  that  the  most  prolific  layers  are  always 
the  most  infertile;  and  furthermore,  the  few 
chickens  which  can  be  got  from  them  are  not 
nearly  so  strong  as  chickens  from  more  mod- 
erate "layers.  *  *  * 

"  Then  as  to  the  combination  of  laying  and 
table  qualities  *  *  »  these  qualities  are  abso- 
lutely incompatible  and  contradictory  *  *  * 
t/ie  attempt  to  combine  them  merely  results 
in  a  useful  fowl,  but  without  excellence  in 
either  respect." 

The  lecturer  fortifies  his  assertion  that  great 
layers  are  infertile  by  citing  two  cases  from 
his  own  yards.  They  fail  to  prove  his  point, 
because  in  the  first  place,  iu  both  it  is  open  to 
doubt  whether  the  infertility  was  due  to  the 
extraordinary  laying:  and,  in  the  second 
place,  a  similar  infertility  has  repeatedly  been 
observed  in  the  case  of  normal  and  inferior 
layers.  Taking  the  question  broadly  and 
considering  breeds  instead  of  individuals,  do 
we  not  find  it  a  general  truth  that  the  highest 
percentage  of  fertility  is  found  iu  the  eggs  of 
greatest  layers?  In  this  country  the  assertion 
that  laying  and  table  qualities  cannot  be  com- 
bined in  the  same  breed,  needs  little  comment. 
The  utility  man  does  not  claim,  remember, 
that  he  can  unite  the  highest  type  of  egg  pro- 
duction with  the  finest  table  fowl,  but  that  he 
can  unite  in  one  fowl  enough  excellence  in 
both  respects  to  make  that  fowl  more  profita- 
ble than  a  fowl  which  excels  it  in  either 
respect,  and  is  inferior  in  the  other.  Mr. 
Hallam  ought  to  find  "food  for  thought ''  iu 
the  fact  that  American  general  purpose  fowls 
are  rapidly  supplanting  the  old  favorites  in 
the  affections  of  many  English  fanciers  and 
breeders. 

*   »  * 

"  Then  the  idea  of  the  possibility  of  replac- 
ing the  four  millions  worth  of  imported  eggs 
aud  poultry  by  home  productiou  is  an  amiable 
delusion,  with  which  I  ha\  e  much  sympathy, 
but  which  I  am  sure  is  impracticable  under 
our  present  land  and  commercial  system.  *  * 
Besides,  the  breeding  of  fancy  poultry  pays 
better  thau  mere  utility  poultry.  It  is  proba- 
ble that  this  country's  aggregate  returns  from 
poultry  exceed  that  of  France,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  France  raises  three  times  as  many 
fowls  and  eggs  as  we  do,  simply  because  our 
stock  of  poultry  is  so  much  more  valuable  than 
theirs." 

Mr.  Hallam  could  hardly  have  seen  the 
report  of  the  British  consul  of  the  district  of 
Cherbourg  when  he  wrote  as  above,  and  as 
follows : 

"  The  British  are  undoubtedly  pre-eminent 
in  the  breeding  of  the  very  best  class  of  live 
stock  of  all  kinds.  It  is  the"quality  and  not  the 
quantity  which  is  most  remunerative.  This 
certainly  applies  to  poultry ;  and  it  is  clear 
that  while  British  poultry  breeders  can  pro- 
duce high  class  birds  which  realize  good  prices 
it  would  be  wasting  energy  to  breed  inferior 
fowls  in  quantities  for  the  mere  sake  of  com- 
peting with  continental  peasants.  It  would 
merely  return  peasants'  wages  at  best." 

This  argument  assumes,  apparently  that 
England's  poultry  breeding  resources  ;ire  taxed 


to  their  utmost  iu  the  production  of  high  class 
stock,  and  that  the  production  of  more  utility 
poultry  would  mean  the  production  of  less 
high  class  poultry.  If  it  did  it  would  be 
because  of  a  decrease  in  the  demand  for  high 
class  stock.  That  reference  to  competition  with 
continental  peasants  seems  to  have  been  bor- 
rowed from  some  of  our  American  campaign 
literature;  only  over  here  the  peasant  men- 
tioned is  a  resident  of  an  island. 

Concerning  British  pre-eminence  iu  live 
stock  breeding,  "Rufus,"too,  has  a  word  to 
say,  that  interests  us  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic : 

"  No  one  will,  I  presume,  dispute  the  asser- 
tion that  the  Briton  is  unquestionably  pse- 
eminent  in  breeding  the  very  best  of  all  kinds 
of  live  stock;  but  it  has  often  struck  me  as 
singular  that  no  matter  what  kind  of  stock  it 
be  that  the  foreigner,  or  resident  iu  our 
colonies  comes  over  to  buy,  though  in  most 
cases  they  take  the  very  best  specimens  of  the 
day,  they  have  to  come  again  from  time  to 
tinie  to  fetch  fre^h  blood  from  this  tight  little 
island ;  and  we  bear  of  only  a  few  isolated 
cases  where  the  ofl'spring  is  sufficiently  good 
to  cause  Englishmen  to  return  the  compliment. 
Why  is  it  that,  no  matter  bow  heavily  the 
foreigner  may  come  and  buy  up  our  best,  we 
still  keep  at  the  top?  —  and  in  nothing  is  this 
more  evident  than  iu  poultry." 

There  are  several  reasons  for  the  state  of 
affairs  here  described,  or  rather  for  the  facts 
so  far  as  they  answer  to  the  description. 
First,  a  word  as  to  the  facts.  In  the  United 
States  the  time  is  passing  when  the  magic 
word,  "  imported,"  will  conjure  dollars  from 
the  amateur's  pocket.  We  are  getting  bravely 
over  the  delusion  that  England  produces 
better  fowls  than  we  do.  It  has  cost  some- 
thing in  both  experience  and  cash  to  arrive  at 
this  point  of  view,  and  there  will  be  no  general 
backsliding.  An  all  important  factor  in  bring- 
ing us  to  our  present  point  of  view  has  been 
that  even  with  a  strong  predilection  for  things 
from  abroad,  neither  distinctively  English 
breeds,  nor  English  types  of  breeds  have  been 
able  to  hold  a  place  in  popular  favor,  as 
against  American  breeds  and  American  types. 
Add  to  this  the  growing  popularity  of  our 
own  new  breeds  in  England,  aud  we  feel  that 
without  presumption  we  may  challenge  Brit- 
ish ijre-eminence  in  poultry  breeding,  whether 
considered  from  the  fancy  or  utility  stand- 
point. 

But  there  is  a  reason,  apart  from  mere  skill 
in  breeding,  why  the  buyer  of  British  live 
stock  should  go  back  to  headquarters  for  fresh 
blood.  After  the  change  of  climate  the  stock 
generally  suflers  some  deterioration;  the 
breeder  in  his  efibrts  to  maintain  the  original 
type  continues  the  importation  of  specimens 
of  that  type.  This  is  short-sighted  breeding, 
for  as  long  as  it  is  continued  a  whole  stock 
will  be  kept  in  a  condition  of  semi-acclimatiza- 
tion. When  the  breeders  in  a  foreign  country 
or  colony  act  in  concert,  import  enough  indi- 
viduals of  a  given  kind,  at  one  time,  to  make 
it  unnecessary ,  barring  a  wholesale  destruction, 
to  ever  make  another  importation  from  the 
tight  little  island,  and  then  take  the  necessary 
IJaius  and  time  to  develop  the  breed  in  its  new 
home,  I  think  British  breedei  s  of  all  kinds  of 
stock  will  find  that  much  of  their  pre-eminence 
has  vanished. 

*   *  * 

I  have  already  extended,  these  notes  to  a 
greater  length  than  was  intended,  and  have 
not  even  shaken  my  head  in  the  direction  of 
many  of  the  red  rags  hung  out  by  the  lecturer. 
I  cannot  conclude  without  quoting  the  closiug 
sentence,  which  appears  to  me  to  embody  the 
cardinal  point  in  the  fanciers'  creed,  and  to 
indicate  the  essential  difl'erence  between  fan- 
ciers and  utility  breeders: 

"  I  do  not  pretend  to  sueer  at  the  financial 
returns  from  poultry,  but  they  should  follow 
and  not  control  the  interests  of  the  '  Fancy  '  at 
large." 

John  H.  Robinson. 

THE  BEST  LIQUID  LICE  KiLLER 

Made  can  be  delivered  at  your  home  for  not  more  tban 
4U  els.  a  gallon.  Better  tiian  Lee's  or  Lake's.  Easy  to 
use.  Applied  as  a  paint  to  the  roosts  — it  liills  lice 
on  fowls  roosting  over  it,  and  all  lice  and  vermin  in 
buildings.   Used  everywhere.    Send  for  circulars. 

THE  S.  C.  STUBBS  CO., 
 41  Race  St.,  Bradshaw,  Nebr. 

WE  HAVE  NO  MORE 

PEKIN  DUCK  EGGS  FOR  SALE, 

but  "vve  are  prepared  to  book  orders  for  breeding 
stock,  which  will  be  delivered  on  any  date  desired. 
We  have  hundreds  of  choice  birds  ready.  For  price 
and  show  record,  see  circular. 

A.  J.  HALLOCK, 

Atlantic  farm.     Speonk,     I>,  N.  Y. 
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!i  V»'i;  Si-t'  It  ill  the  Poultry  Keeper ; 
It  Isn't  So. 

That  °°  Little  Comptoii  "  Yarn. 

"  Our  aoo>l  frieuil  Hunier.  editor  of  F.\rm- 
Pi>fLTKY,  is  not  >;Uisti<Hl  with  making  hens 
lay  over  two  hiindretl  essrs  a  year,  but  goes 
still  higher,  eouipelling  them  to  lay  more  ej^ 
:.:iu  there  are  days  in  the  year.  AI>out 
-dte  ifrtirs  a^o  the  "Little  Compton"  yarn 
went  rollics  arvund  the  poultry  papers  until 
we  exposeil  it,  >>ow.  Little  Compton  cannot 
lie  very  far  from  Bro.  Hunter's  home,  anil  he 
should  certainly  l>e  >ulticieutly  interested  in 
visitinira  farm  containin;;  four  thousand  hens, 
each  hen  layins  four  hundred  and  tifty  eggs  a 
year,  especially  as  he  went  much  further  —  to 
Europe — where  the  hens  do  not  lav  one-haW 
as  many. 

Here  is  the  item  which  appeared  in  Farm- 
rovLTRY,  word  for  word  : 

•  Is;i.HC  WillKiur,  of  Little  Compton,  R.  L, 
h  IS  the  larirest  ivoultrv  farm  in  the  world.  He 
ships  from"  lot) ,0(10  to' 150,WHi  dozen  of  eggs  a 
year.  He  keeps  his  fowls  on  the  colony  plan, 
bousing  al>out  forty  in  a  house  fi  x  I'i  Yret  in 
size,  these  houses  lieing  about  one  bundled 
and  fifty  feet  apart,  set  out  in  long  rows  over 
the  gently  sloping  tields.  He  has  one  hundred 
of  these  houses,  scattered  over  three  or  four 
tields.  The  food  is  loadeil  into  a  low  wagon, 
which  is  driven  about  to  each  house  in  turn, 
the  attendant  fee<iing  as  he  goes;  at  the  after- 
noon fee  lin.:  the  eirgs  are  collectetl.  The  fow  Is 
.ire  te\i  twice  a  day.  The  morning  food  is  a 
mash  of  cooked  vegetables  and  mixed  meals; 
this  mash  is  made  up  the  afternoon  of  the  day 
before.  The  afternoon  fee>l  is  whole  corn  the 
year  round," 

Mr.  E.  A.  Kowe.  of  Towson,  Md.,  makes 
the  best  comment  on  the  alx)ve.   He  says : 

'  It  laps  over  anything  I  have  ever  ran  across. 
I  have  l»een  p<-gging  away  at  this  business  for 
thirty  years,  and  have  just  found  out  the  reason 
why  I  have  never  made  a  fortune.  1  never 
struck  tlie  ri.:ht  kind  of  fowls,  but  Mr.  Wil- 
bour  rert'ti)it>i  Uns.  This  notice  will  compare 
favoraVdy  with  any  of  the  perioilical  snake  or 
sea-ser[>ent  yarns,  and  the  w  riter  must  have 
found  another"'  secluded  spot  in  Rhode  Island 
where  a  man  and  l>oy  do  all  the  work.''  His 
hen?  not  only  lay  frcrij  day  of  the  year,  but 
throw  in  exthis  for  .Sundays  and  holidays. 

'  l^t  ns  take  a  loik  :it  the  liL'ures.  He  gets 
from  i:W,(Xlo  to  l.Vi.OtX)  dozen"  eggs  per  year, 
(ships  tliut  many,)  and  of  course  he  gets  more 
in  or  ler  to  nise  his  sto<-k,  but  we  will  not 
count  that,  but  tike  the  13<:»,iX)0  dozen.  Xow, 
he  h  is  one  hundred  houses,  each  w  ith  forty 
fowls,  (house  s  X  1"2)  but  no  waste  room  here. 
Alio.v  all  the  fowls  to  lie  henif,  no  mali  s.  then 
each  hen  lays  .390  e'ss*  per  year.  Take  the 
LjOjOOIJ  clozeus  and  wc  have  4.tO  eggs  per  each 
hen  per  year.  They  do  not  waste  any  time  to 
moult,  set,  or  anything  else,  but  keep  up  the 
perpetual  motion  and  more  besides.  Now  I 
woukl  not  for  a  moment  insinuate  that  there 
w:is  uny  misrepresentation  here.  Oh,  no:  it  is 
simply  w onderful  I  It  may  be  that  the  climate 
and  water  of  Litt/i'  Compton  li:is  some  etTcct, 
or  perhaps  they  are  allowed  more  than  36.5 
days  per  _-  .r  to  make  up  for  the  smallness  of 
Comptiin  or  Rhode  Island.  This  is  only  guess 
work  with  me,  and  the  more  I  guess  the 
further  I  stick  in  the  mud.  Perhaps  a  sermon 
from  your  alile  plea  mi^ht  enlighten  us  poor 
misguided  chicken  cranks  on  the  subject.' 

The  above  shows  just  what  the  claim  in 
favor  of  extra  production  of  eggs  is  worth. 
"We  have  no  donbt  that  hundreds  of  poor 

■  Ijded  mortals  have  made  trips  to  Little 
■mpton  only  to  l>e  disappointed,  and  even  if 

-  ic  h  unrelialile  statements  go  unchallenged 
•  I.'  result  will  be  that  poultry  papers  w  ill  cea.se 
to  l>e  reliable.  Twelve  years  ago  that  same 
thing  went  the  rounds,  copied  by  editors  who 
should  have  known  better.  We  exposed  it, 
auil  now  it  has  resurrected  again." — Poultry 
K'i-per,  June  loth. 

A  few  more  articles  like  that  will  establish 
T  the  editor  of  the  Poultry  Keeper  a  reputa- 
■n  that  will  make  the  most  unpinncipled 

-  ouudrel  and  most  consummate  liar  on  earth 
appear  a  saint  by  comparison.  Mr.  Jacobs' 
editorial  villainies  present  not  a  single  redeem- 
ing feature.  There  is  about  them  nothing  of 
the  dash  and  shrewdness  which  often  betrays 
decent  people  into  a  sneaking  admiration  for 
an  evil  doer,  even  while  in  the  act  of  con- 
demning him  for  his  evil  deeds. 

This  last  is  one  of  the  most  bungling  lies 
that  ever  Jisgraceil  the  columns  of  a  poultry 
paper.  There  are  thousands  of  people  who 
have  kept  comp'ete  files  of  Farm-Poi'Ltry', 
and  any  one  of  them  can  show  to  whoever 
cares  to  know  the  truth  that  the  item  quoted 
did  not  appear  in  that  paper. 

In  Farm-Poultky  for  Dei-,  l.j,  1S96,  (page 
1.33)  is  a  description  of  "  .\  Great  Poultry 
Farm."'  From  statements  in  this  article  either 
•Jacobs  or  his  running  mate  Howe  succeeded 
in  juggling  the  paragraph  which  he  menda- 


ciously affirms  is  taken  word  for  word  "  frxun 
FAK.M-roi  i.TKY.  'W  ith  the  exception  of  the 
first  two  sentences  the  item  "  diil  appear  in 
F.-P.,  though  not  quite  word  for  word. 
Iifstead  of  saying,  "  Isaac  Wilbour.  of  Little 
t'ompton,  R.  I.,  has  the  largest  poultry  farm 
in  the  world,"  Mr.  Hunter,  who  wrote  the 
description,  after  (Mr.  Jacobs  will  please  note) 
a  visit  to  Mr.  Williour's  farm,  said  : 

"•  A  poultry  farm  which  carries  four  thou- 
sand head  of  laying  slock  may  fairly  be  con- 
sidered '  great."  In  fact,  we  believe  it  is  the 
greatest  we  ever  visited  or  heard  of,  and  as 
we  think  we  should  have  heard  of  it  if  there 
had  been  one  larger,  we  will  assume  that  this 
is  the  largest  poultry  farm  in  the  United 
States:  and  is,  consequently,  the  largest  in  the 
world.  •  •  •  Isaac  Wilbour,  Esq.,  of  Little 
Compton,  R.  I.,  is  the  poultry  farmer  we  have 
in  mind,  «  •  •'"  • 

Mr.  Hunter  did  say,  "  Isaac  Wilbour,  of 
Little  Compton,  R.  I.,  has  the  largest  poultry 
farm  in  the  world  ; "  but  he  did  not  use  the 
words  attributed  to  Farm-Poi  i.try'  by  Mr. 
Jacobs. 

As  to  the  quantities  of  eggs  shipped,  here  is 
what  appeared  in  Farji-Pol  ltry  : 

'•  In  atldition  to  his  own  four  thousand  hens 
he  buys  up  the  poultry  and  eggs  from  a  con- 
sidenible  region  about  there,  and  ships  some 
one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  to  one 
hundred  and  ti/ty  thousand  dosen  eggs  to 
market  yearly."' 

In  Mr.  Hunter's  article,  which  occupies  two 
and  a  half  columns  of  FAR.M-PorLTRY,  the 
statement  as  to  the  size  of  Mr.  Wilbour's  plant 
appears  in  the  first  paragraph :  that  as  to  the 
number  of  eggs  he  ships  in  the  next  to  the 
last  paragraph,  and  the  methods  of  caring  for 
the  stock  iu  the  fourth  panigraph. 

FaRM-PoI'LTRY-  did  not  publish  the  item  as 
quoted,  and  the  statements  made  in  Far.m- 
Pori.TRY'  regaiding  Mr.  Wilbour's  farm  are 
absolutely  correct. 

We  want  to  ask  Mr.  Jacol)S  now,  what  he 
proposes  to  do  about  it.  If  tliere  yet  remains 
in  him  the  least  vestige  of  principle,  truth  or 
honor,  he  will,  after  having  been  convicted  of 
giving  publicity  to  such  malicious  and  slander- 
ous falsehoods  as  constituted  his  "  exposure" 
of  Mr.  Wilbour  and  Farm-Poi'ltry',  make 
an  immediate  and  unqualified  retraction  of 
his  statements,  and  apology  for  his  conduct. 


A  tlreat  Oiirk  Farm. 
£dilot  ial  Cori'espondence. 

Fan<-y  the  delight  of  a  nineteenth  century 
American  at  finding  himself  a  guest  in  a 
fifteenth  century  house  —  a  house  built  before 
Columl)Us  discovered  America  I  "Ghosts? 
Oh,  yes,  we've  ghosts  galore,"  said  Miss  Walsh, 
"  only  they  are  four  legged,  and  belong  to  the 
order  rodentin  .'"  Much  more  fun  we  had  in 
the  late  evening,  after  Mr.  Peter  Walsh  and 
the  writer  had  arrived  at  Bourne  Hall,  Poul- 
ton-le-Fylde,  near  Fleetwood,  some  forty  miles 
north-west  of  Manchester.  It  was  at  the 
Royal  show  that  I  was  introduced  to  Mr. 
AValsh,  who  had  three  or  four  of  his  "  Acme 
incubators  on  exhibition  there,  and  accepted 
his  cordial  invitation  to  accompany  him  home 
and  see  the  great  duck  farm.  When  I  awoke 
the  next  morning  it  was  to  discover  a  massive 
oak  beam  athwart  the  ceiling  of  the  room  in 
w  hieh  I  had  slept,  and  the  solid  door,  innocent 
of  frame,  shutting  against  the  stone  partition 
wall,  was  eloquent  of  age.  "  It  was  long,  long 
ago  that  they  built  houses  after  this  fashion," 
I  thought,  as  I  walked  to  the  window  and 
found  a  dense  mass  of  ivy  projecting  more 
than  a  foot  beyond  the  wall. 

"  Look  out  you  don't  get  lost  in  the  mazes  of 
that  old  house,"  said  a  mutual  friend,  when  I 
told  him  I  was  going  home  with  Mr.  Wrdsh; 
but  the  passages  and  stone  stair  cases  were 
less  "  maz.y"  by  daylight  than  they  appeared 
well  towards  midnight,  and  I  soon  found  my 
way  to  the  incubator  room  where  Mr.  Walsh 
was  turning  the  eggs.  There  were  about 
twenty  100-egg  incubators  at  work,  all  hatch- 
ing duck  eggs,  in  that  incubator  room 
improvised  from  an  old  outhouse.  Three  of 
them  were  due  to  hatch  the  next  day,  and 
most  of  the  eggs  were  already  pipped ;  in  one 
machine  that  I  looked  over  quite  closely  I  saw- 
but  four  eggs  that  were  not  pipped. 

Bourne  Hall  farm  is  of  about  three  hundred 
acres,  and  has  been  occupied  by  the  Walshs, 
four  brothers  and  two  sisters,  nearly  twenty 
years.  They  kept  hens,  just  for  their  own 
use,  as  every  farmer  does;  but  Mr.  Peter 


Walsh  was  not  satisfied  with  the  dilatory 
methods  of  hens  that  wouldn't  become  brooily, 
and  began  to  e.vperiment  w  itii  incubator  l  on- 
struction,  making  as  a  starter,  one  of  the 
pattern  in  which  you  poured  in  hot  and  drew 
otVeold  water  two  or  three  times  a  day.  This 
worked  quite  well,  and  by  attending  to  it 
faithfully  very  fair  hatches  resulted;  but  Mr. 
Walsh  believed  he  could  better  it,  and  went  to 
work  upon  a  regulator  — the  result  of  .several 
years  of  experiment  and  growth  being  the 

Acme"  incubator,  which  he  is  now  exhil)it- 
Ing  and  manufacturing  for  sale.  This  is  a  hot 
water  incubator  of  the  conmion  tank  pattern, 
the  heat  being  imparted  to  the  water  in  the 
tank  by  a  Ilue  passing  through  the  tank  aiul 
then  out  of  top  of  machine.  The  lamp  is  at 
the  end  of  the  machine,  and  the  heat  from  the 
lamp  flame  passes  into  the  flue,  or  out  of  top 
of  flue  connection,  if  a  damper,  hung  upon  an 
arm, is  lifted  or  dropped  upoii  the  top  of  the 
chimney.  The  damper  arm  is  lifted  if  the 
heat  in  the  egg  chamber  gets  above  the  desireil 
degree,  the  regulating  force  being  the  expan- 
sion or  contraction  of  ether,  confined  in  a 
sealed  capsule  about  the  size  of  a  silver  dollar. 
This  capsule  regulator,  by  the  way,  is  quite  as 
generally  used  here  in  Engiand  as  the  thermo- 
static bar  is  in  America. 

In  the  top  of  the  ''Acme"  is  an  apartment 
occupying  about  half  the  size  of  the  machine, 
w  hich  Mr.  Walsh  calls  a  '•  drying  box,"  and 
which  corresponds  to  the  space  below  the  egg 
trays  in  many  of  our  American  incubators, 
into  which  the  ducks  or  chicks  are  droppf<l 
until  well  dried  oil'.  The  egg  tray  of  Mr. 
Walsh's  incubator  rests  upon  the  bottom  of  tlic 
machine,  and  a  most  ingenious  egg  turning 
device  has  recently  been  adiled  to  it.  This 
egg  turning  device  consists  of  iron  rods  about 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  set  about  an 
inch  apart,  (for  ducks' eggs)  and  revolved  by 
gears  upon  the  ends.  They  are  so  geared  that 
one  pair  of  rods  turn  the  eggs  resting  upon 
them  to  the  right,  the  next  pair  turning  their 
eggs  to  the  left —  and  each  row  of  eggs  is  thi:s 
reversed,  each  assisting  in  the  turning  opera- 
tion. It  is  very  ingenious,  and  is  the  result  of 
much  study  and  experimenting,  and  is,  of 
course,  covered  by  letters  patent.  The  rolls 
of  this  egg  turning  apparatus  are  moved  by  a 
key,  much  as  a  clock  is  wound. 

Besides  turning  the  eggs  nignt  and  morning, 
and  airing  them  a  few  minutes  before  return- 
ing them  to  the  machine,  Mr.  Walsh  was 
dampening  them  with  a  cloth  dipped  in  wai  in 
water.  He  also  sprinkled  a  pint  or  thereabouts 
of  the  waterover  the  sanded  floor  of  the  room. 
He  told  us  he  had  found  by  experiment  that  lie 
got  better  hatches  when  he  thus  dampened  the 

Going  out  to  the  duck  plantation,  we  were 
surprised  to  find  that  with  thousands  of  young 
ducklings  there  they  have  no  buildings  what- 
ever, save  a  cook  house.  In  fact,  it  w  ould  be 
impossible  to  conduct  a  large  duck  raising 
business  upon  a  smaller  amount  of  capital 
invested.  The  Walshs  keep  no  breeding  ducks, 
but  buy  their  eggs  from  farmers  about,  hence 
they  have  no  houses  and  yards  for  breeding 
stock,  and  as  all  of  the  ducklings  are  hatched 
in  late  spring  and  summer,  they  get  along  with 
almost  no  artificial  heat.  There  was  an  out- 
door brooder,  ("  rearer''  they  call  it  over 
here),  into  which  the  ducklings  go  for  two  or 
three  days  until  they  get  well  onto  their  feet 
and  used  to  eating  and  drinking  in  the  ortho- 
dox way. 

The  next  step  is  a  transfer  to  a  small  pen, 
perhaps  fifteen  feet  square,  which  is  sanded  to 
a  depth  of  three  or  four  inches,  and  in  one 
side  of  it  is  a  coop  made  of  a  common  goods 
box  in  which  is  an  inch  of  sawdust  for  bed- 
ding, and  which  is  their  shelter  at  night.  If 


MAKES  HENS  LAY 

60LD  IN  50  AND  100-LB.  SCALED  SACKS 

Grandview  Egg  Farm.I 
South  Swansea.  Mass./ 
After  nearly  two  years'  experience  in  tlie  use  of 
American  Poultn'  Food,  during-  which  I  have  fed 
twenty  or  more  tons.  I  have  come  to  regard  it  as  indis- 
pensable as  an  effff  producer,  flesh  former,  to  make 
chickens  grow  fast  and  feather  up  rapidly.  In  fact, 
it  no  equal  in  any  feed  I  have  any  knowledg^e  of  as 
an  all  round  poultry  food.  W,  P.  Shepard, 

If  your  local  dealer  does  not  keep 

AMERICAN  POULTRY  FOOD 

For  sample  and  particulars,  address 
THE  AMERICAN  CEREAL  CO.. 
  Chicago,  111.,  or  Boston,  Mass. 


CAPON 

Gape-Worm  Extractor, 
2.5c.  Kemit  by  Monfv- 
Order  or  re u'istered  letter. 
G.  P.  PILLING&SONS. 
1229CalIowhin  Street, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Complete  set,  with  full 
instructions,  post-paid, 
on  receipt  of  $2.o0.  2s  p. 
Capon  llook  free  for  2c. 
stamp.  I'oultry  Marker. 
2.X'.    K'Hip  Svrill;^u.  luc. 

TOOLS 


TALKS  ON  GEESE. 

S.-VMTTI,   <r>iH:\IA\',   fnrnarly    will.   R.  I. 

Kxi'KitniKNT  StaTIOV.  r;ili  l«- t'llL'-iiTcd  lo  ;id- 
<lr<-ss  Karnirr-'  I ii.-^t itittes,  Poultry  Snciflit-.^.  GraiiK^e 
Mc(!tfn>;s  and  AffruniUural  College  students  in  any 
part  of  the  country  on  certain  topics  relatiufj  to 

1>oultrv  production.  Special  attention  given  to  Tur- 
:ey.  Goose  and  artificial  Duck  raisiujar.  For  list  of 
subjects  and  terms  address,    Pawtucket,  R.  !■ 


m  FOH  wMn, 

$2  per  13.  from  best  yards.  Pure  bred  fowls  mated 
for  practical  purposes,  $1  per  15:  $6  per  U<0.  Barred 
and  White  Plymouth  Rocks,  S.  C.  Brown  and  Wliite 
LeKborn?.  Silver  Wyandottes  and  Pekin  Ducks.  At 
recent  IJIica,  N.  Y.,  siiow,  mv  birds  won  o2  regular 
premiums,  and  59  entries.    Stock  for  sale. 

K.  C.  PORTEK,  Chadwieks.  X.  Y. 

PEKIN  DUCKS. 

Largest  Duck  Ranch  in  the  west.  3,000  selected 
breeding  Ducks  for  sale. 

Strictly  liifili  class  wheels  .at  wholesale  prices,  sent 
everywhere  for  examination.   Stamp  foi  replv. 

FAIKACKKS  FARM,  Joliet,  Illiaois- 

EGGSrCGGSir 

Vie  guarantee  double 
the  yield  when  hens 
are  fed  i-'reen  cut  bone 
prepared  on  our  new 


BONE 

Only  cutter  awarded  _ 
World*^  Fair.  Cuts  easier,  faster,  finer 
tbaa  others.   Satisfaction  guaranteed 
or  money  refunded.   Send  for  our 
FREE  circular  and  prices.  Address 

WEBSTER  &  HANNUM, 

CAZENOViA.  NEW  Y9RK. 


Eggs  Reduced 

AFTER  MAY  15,  TO  SI  PER  SITTING, 

From  the  best  strains  in  the  country. 

W.  and  B.  P.  Hocks.  Hawkins  strain:  W.  Wyan- 
dottes. Hawkins  and  Knapn*  Bros.;  B.  Minorc;i5. 
Kuapp  and  Northnp;  Solid  Bull"  Lejrhorns.  Lisler- 
Kay:  S.  C.  W.  Lej^li.vrns.  Knapp  Bros.:  K.  C.  B. 
Lejrhorus,  White  str:itn:  lm]>.  Pekin  Ducks,  K:iukin 
strain.  Eggs  from  any  of  the  above  breeds,  $1  per 
fitting;  $5  per  100.  Circular  free. 

F.  C.  AVHITM.\RSH. 
 Cuyler,  X.  Y. 

FOR  S.ALE.— 300  B.  P.  Rock  hens,  75c.  ea.:  $7.50 
doz.    5*10  B.  1>.  Rock  diickens.  April,  Mav,  .lune 
haiolied.  Write  for  prices.  Ei;gs  from  best  yards , it 
S'J.OoperoO;  S4  per  lOO.   C  ircular  free. 
 W.  A.  COXH  ix^y.  Waterman.  111. 

Pnill  TRY  I'AfKR.  illusa,  -M  pases, 
■  *'WUini  2oct3.  per  year,  4  months 
rial  10ct.'<.  Samiyle  lYee.  M- page  practical 
poultry  book  free  to  yearly  subscribers. 
Book  alone  JO  eta.  Cataloeue  of  poultry 
5ss»books  free.  ArtiKrj/  AdifOcaU^yrticuse.Ii.'i 


Pa  r  m:-  Poultry 


August  1 


the  weiither  is  raw  ami  colil  a  lamp  enclosed 
ia  a  wire  frame  not  unlike  a  small  bird  cage, 
is  set  inside  the  coop  to  take  the  chill  out  of 
the  air.  More  thau  that  it  cannot  do,  and  any- 
thing approximating  to  a  "hover"  is  abso- 
lutely unknown. 

.  The  ducklings  live  in  these  small  sanded 
pens  until  about  ten  days  old,  then  are  put  out 
into  grass  run.s,  which  are  pens  about  a  hun- 
dred feet  square  —  their  only  housing  being  the 
same  cheaply  built  coops.  The  fencing  of  the 
pens  is  one  foot  wide  wire  netting,  which  is 
supported  by  a  strand  of  eighth-inch  wire 
drawn  taut  over  small  stakes  driven  firmly 
into  the  ground.  The  customary  feed  troughs 
and  water  fountains  are  supplied  to  each  pen, 
and  here,  iu  this  most  inexpensive  manner 
some  teu  thousand  ducklings  are  hatched, 
reared,  dressed,  and  sent  to  market.  The  food 
is  a  mixed  meal  and  meat  scraps.  The  meal  is 
chiefly  oats  somewhat  finely  ground,  (oat 
meats  free  from  the  hulls),  with  some  barley 
meal,  some  maize  meal,  and  wheat  middlings. 
Oat  meal,  Mr.  "Walsh  says,  makes  the  best 
flesh,  hence  he  uses  it  chiefly  for  his  best 
ducks,  although  it  costs  about  three  times  as 
much  as  maize  meal.  The  meat  scraps  are  the 
common  butchers'  trimmings,  with  the  fat 
pressed  out,  and  which  are  bought  in  the  cake ; 
of  these  Mr.  Walsh  uses  about  twenty  tons  in 
a  season.  He  chops  them  up  somewhat  with 
an  axe,  then  puts  them  in  a  jacket  kettle,  and 
turns  ou  the  steam  from  the  boiler.  They  are 
cooked  and  cooked  until  quite  soft,  then  meal 
is  mixed  with  them,  and  they  are  fed  to  the 
ducklings  in  that  shape.  Of  course  some  of 
the  pieces  are  of  quite  a  size,  but  the  ducklings 
tear  them  into  pieces  they  can  swallow,  and 
they  "  go." 

Mr.  Walsh  told  me  he  began  marketing  his 
ducklings  the  latter  part  of  May,  usually,  when 
they  were  about  nine  weeks  old,  and  that  they 
fetched  six  shillings  and  sixpence  ($1.62)  a 
pair  throughout  the  season,  which  lasts  until 
about  November  first.  He  markets  them  all 
in  Manchester.  London  is  too  far  ofi',  and  cost 
of  carriage  would  eat  up  the  profits.  Several 
large  pens  were  occupied  by  a  ditt'erent  class  of 
ducks,  and  I  asked  what  they  might  be. 
"Those  are  Irish  ducks,"  was  the  reply,  "which 
we  buy  and  fatten  for  a  cheaper  market." 
One  would  think  the  ducks  could  be  better 
fattened  where  they  are  reared ;  but  the  Irish 
farmers  are  too  slovenly  in  their  methods,  and 
want  to  raise  their  birds  in  the  cheapest  pos- 
sible way.  They  are  very  lean  when  they  are 
brought  to  England  —  are  but  little  more  than 
bone  (frame)  and  feathers,  and  are  tremendous 
eaters.  Of  course  the  flesh  of  such  ducks  is 
inferior  to  that  of  ducks  well  fed  from  the 
start,  and  those  Irish  ducks  sell  at  a  lower 
price  in  the  market.  Mr.  AValsh  said  he 
usually  bought  them  at  about  twenty  shillings 
($5)  the  dozen,  and  after  feeding  them  well 
for  about  three  weeks  they  would  market  at 
thirty  shillings  ($7.50)  or  better  the  dozen.  In 
other  words,  feeding  them  well  for  about  three 
weeks  added  fifty  per  cent  at  least  to  their 
value.  "We  had  seen  some  of  those  Irish 
(unfatted)  ducks  for  sale  in  a  Manchester 
poultry  shop,  at  a  shilling,  (25  cents)  each  — 
they  didn't  look  appetizing  I 

Of  these  Irish  ducks  the  "Walshs  buy  and 
fatten  about  ten  thousand  in  a  season,  and 
supplement  that  by  buying  and  fattening  about 
fifteen  hundred  lean  Irish  geese  for  the  Christ- 
mas market. 

It  was  mentioned  that  Mr.  "Walsh  doesn't 
keep  any  breeding  ducks,  and  bought  his  eggs 
of  the  farmers  about.  He  keeps  afew,  perhaps 
eight  or  ten,  just  as  every  farmer  does,  and  a 
flock  like  that,  with  the  free  rauge  of  the  farm 
and  a  small  pond  lo  disport  iu  will  give 
stronger,  healthier  eggs  than  ducks  confined 
in  houses  and  yards.  He  reports  the  average 
fertility  of  those  boughten  eggs  as  very  high ; 
in  the  height  of  the  season  he  may  not  find  one 
infertile  egg  in  a  hundred,  and  they  hatch 
strong  vigorous  ducklings.  He  sends  a  team 
out  on  a  collecting  tour  twice  a  week  during 
the  hatching  season,  and  also  has  two  or  three 
other  collectors  who  pick  up  duck  eggs  for  him 
on  their  regular  routes,  he  meeting  them  at 
the  market  place  and  taking  their  supply. 
Of  course  in  this  manner,  and  agreeing  to  take 
all  the  duck  eggs  collected  from  certain  speci- 
fied farms,  he  sometimes  finds  he  has  more 
than  he  has  incubators  for,  and  those  he  puts 
under  hens.  In  strolling  about  the  place  I 
had  noted  a  small  enclosure,  perhaps  half  an 
acre,  with  a  row  of  barrels  extending  quite 


around  the  edges,  the  liarrels  being  about  ten 
or  twelve  feet  apai  t.  In  each  barrel  was  a 
hen  sitting,  a  board  with  a  small  stone  holding 
it  in  place  being  the  cover.  I  was  puzzled  to 
account  for  so  many  sitting  hens  until  I  learned 
that  this  was  the  "balance  wheel,"  to  take  care 
of  the  surplus  duck  eggs. 

In  this  brief  manner  I  have  set  down  what 
I  saw  in  my  short  visit  to  Bourne  Hall,  a  visit 
which  gave  me,  certainly,  many  pleasurable 
impressions.  I  was  the  first  visitor  Mr.  AValsh 
has  had  from  far  ofl"  America,  and  sincerely 
hope  the  next  one  may  not  meet  with  a  less 
cordial  welcome. 

H. 


From  One  of  the  Old  Guard. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  have  before  me  the  photo- 
graph of  Mr.  Shortledge's  feed  trough,  which 
will  do  very  well;  but,  if  you  can  do  better  it 
is  desirable  to  know  how  it  is  done.  I,  too, 
studied  a  long  time  as  to  how  a  feed  trough 
could  be  constructed  so  as  to  keep  the  fowls 
from  walking  through  the  feed,  and  thus 
fouling  it. 

For  years  I  have  made  my  feed  troughs  on 
this  plan:  I  take  two  strips  of  boards,  one 
five  inches  wide,  the  other  si.ic  inch,  the  length 
to  suit  convenience.  I  then  nail  the  six  inch 
strip  on  to  the  edge  of  the  five  inch,  (which 
makes  an  old  fashioned  eve  trough) ;  then  I 
square  the  ends;  then  to  each  end  I  nail  on  a 
board  10  x  18  inches,  which  will  be  about  five 
inches  above  the  trough;  then  directly  over 
the  center  of  the  trough  I  cut  out  a  slot  to  let 
in  a  board  one  inch  thick  and  three  inches 
wide,  which  should  set  about  two  inches  above 
the  top  of  the  trough.  On  the  top  edge  of 
this  rail  (which  reaches  from  one  end  of  the 
trough  to  the  other)  I  drive  in  shingle  nails 
about  one-third  of  their  length  one  inch  apart. 

I  have  yet  to  see  a  fowl  in  my  troughs,  or 
standing  on  the  guard  rail.  No  wire  to  bother, 
and  it  you  use  them  in  the  yard  just  bore  a 
half-inch  hole  through  the  bottom  of  one  end, 
and  you  will  not  be  troubled  with  emptying 
them  when  it  I'ains.  This  trough  gives  me 
perfect  satisfaction,  and  is  cheap,  handy  and 
quickly  made.  I  have  been  in  the  fancy  (so 
called)  poultry  business  since  1850,  and  was,  I 
think,  the  first  one  to  introduce  the  Bronze 
turkey  into  Massachusetts.  Did  you  ever  read 
a  book  called  the  "  Hen  Fever?"  AVell  I  was 
in  it  badly,  with  Burnham,  Childs,  Faxon,  and 
others  whose  names  have  gone  from  me.  My 
neighbors  and  townsmen  called  me  crazy,  but 
when  they  saw  me  selling  chicks  six  weeks 
old  for  three  dollars  per  head,  and  full  grown 
ones  for  fifteen  dollars,  they  changed  their 
minds  and  invested  in  my  stock. 

For  the  past  thirty  years  I  have  done  but 
very  little  in  the  line  of  poultry;  have  only 
five  yards;  but  what  I  have  are  square;  no 
mongrels  for  me.  I  am  greatly  pleased  with 
F.-P.  I  read  some  of  the  articles  twice  over, 
and  it  pays  to  do  so,  too.  R.  S.  CooK. 

"West  Tovi'nsend,  Mass. 

P.  S.  I  don't  know  as  you  can  read  the 
above.  I  am  nearly  seventy-six,  and  am  much 
broken  down,  mentally  and  physically. 

R.  S.  C. 

[We  only  wish  all  the  MSS.  that  come  to  our 
desk  were  as  easy  to  read  as  Mr.  Cook's,  and 
as  easily  edited;  a  few  ands  written  out,  a 
comma  inserted  here  and  there,  and  it  was 
done.  "We  poultrymen  (editors  included)  of 
the  present  generation  like  to  hear  from  those 
who  have  been  in  it  from  the  beginning  —  most 
of  all  from  those  who  keep  pace  with  the 
times,  and  are  not  continually  harping  on  the 
good  old  days.  Not  long  ago  we  received  a 
letter  from  one  of  the  veterans  in  which  he 
administered  a  mental  spanking.  We  don't 
know  yet  what  it  was  for.  He  quoted  an 
expression  from  our  columns,  conveying  an 
idea  which  is  axiomatic  to  all  progressive 
poultry  men,  and  without  a  word  of  explana- 
tion, without  deigning  to  show  us  where  we 
were  wrong,  suggested  that,  "You  young 
fellows  had  better  learn  your  lesson,  before 
you  attempt  to  teach."  That  struck  us  as 
rather  funny,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Hunter  was  a 
war  veteran,  Mr.  Boyer  old  enough  to  be  P. 
H.  Jacobs'  uncle,  and  the  substitute  editor 
never  was  young  anyway, ""and  just  at  that 
time  was  older  than  he  had  ever  been  before. 
—  Ed.] 

"De  darkey's  hour  am  jes'  befo'  day,"  said 
Uncle  Aaron,  as  he  invaded  his  neighbor's 
chicken  roost  at  3  a.  m.  —  Puck. 


The  Utility  Standard. 

I  hold  that  a  man  should  be  able  to  give  a 
reason  for  the  hope  that  is  in  him,  and  also, 
when  called  upon  to  explain  the  absence  of 
the  hope  that  is  not  in  him.  Then,  having 
expressed  myself  to  the  efl'ect  that  the  utility 
men  need  hope  for  no  concessions  from  the 
fanciers  iu  the  coming  revision  of  the  sUmd- 
ard,  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  show  why  I 
adhere  to  this  view — and  I  know  of  no  place 
more  appropriate  for  the  setting  forth  of  my 
reasons  than  the  preface  to  an  article  on  the 
utility  standard. 

Since  the  appearance  of  the  article  (F.-P., 
Nov.  15th,  189(5),  in  which  I  advocated  the 
construction  of  a  standard  based  on  utility 
qualifications,  and  the  establishment  of  a 
system  of  practical  competition,  but  one  writer 
has  offered  a  respectable  challenge  to  my  state- 
ments regarding  the  conditions  and  the  needs 
of  the  industry.  The  writings  of  the  person 
referred  to  ought  really  to  be  taken  semi- 
seriously,  as  the  idle  thoughts  of  a  busy  fel- 
low— too  busy  with  many  things  to  be  well 
informed  about  any ;  but  since  they  have  been 
partly  serious  they  have  been  treated  seriously, 
and  I  think  the  result  of  the  discussion  has 
been  to  give  to  many  a  somewhat  clearer  view 
of  the  situation  than  they  had  before. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  have  appeared 
here,  there,  and  everywhere  —  before,  at,  and 
since  the  time  referred  to  —  from  all  sorts  and 
conditions  of  poultrymen  —  statements,  items 
and  articles  confirming  my  allegations.  I  am 
justified,  then,  in  concluding  that  the  great 
body  of  poultrymen  accede  to  my  proposi- 
tions; that, 

The  highest  general  develop  of  utility 
qualities  cannot  be  attained  under  existing 
conditions;  that. 

The  present  standard  is  not  adapted  to  the 
needs  of  the  utility  breeder;  and  that, 

A  change  must  come. 

Now  the  questions  arise :  Shall  the  change 
be  made  within  the  American  Poultry  Associ- 
ation, or  outside  of  it? 

Can  the  standard  be  so  changed  that  it  will 
suit  both  fancier  and  poulterer? 

Because  my  answer  to  the  second  question 
is:  No;  my  answer  to  the  first  is  that  the 
change  must  be  made  by  the  utility  men  in  an 
association  apart  from  the  fanciers.  A  stand- 
ard that  will  suit  both  parties  is  an  impossi- 
bility; a  compromise  standard  is  unwise, 
because  it  is  unnecessary.  By  it  neither 
party  would  gain ;  both  would  lose.  A  com- 
promise standard  would  be  the  beginning 
of  bitter  bickerings  which  would  surely  end 
in  separate  standards.  It  would  but  post- 
pone the  inevitable.  The  world  is  wide, 
and  there  is  in  it  room  enough  for  two  distinct 
associations  with  separate  aims  to  live  with- 
out quarreling.  That  fancy  and  utility 
breeders  could  not  form  a  congenial  associa- 
tion must  be  evident  to  everyone  who  knows 
what  each  party  is  seeking.  As  Mr.  Sternberg 
pointed  out  in  the  paragraph  which  I  quoted 
not  long  ago,  "Economic  poultry  and  poultry 
bred  for  exhibition  have  in  common  only  the 
fact  that  both  ideas  are  developed  in  and  by 
fowls."  While  each  idea  is  worked  out  inde- 
pendently there  can  be  no  antagonism,  and 
may  even  be  a  species  of  harmony;  for 
there  is  nothing  incongruous  in  a  man's 
being  at  the  same  time  fancier  and  poulterer 
provided  he  does  not  mix  recreation  and  busi- 
ness, and  does  not  attempt  to  work  out  the 
two  opposing  ideas  in  the  same  individual 
fowls.  That  more  practical  poultrymen  are 
not  fanicers  too,  is  due  first  to  the  fact  that  a 
man  cannot  long  appreciate  a  beauty  which 
by  curtailing  his  profits  interferes  with  his 
comforts;  and  next,  to  the  general  law  that 
attracts  men  to  some  form  of  recreation  not 
related  to  their  business.  And  if  inquiry 
were  made,  it  would,  I  think,  be  found  that 
those  breeders  who  make  a  business  of  rearing 
fancy  poultry  turn  from  it  in  their  hours  of 
leisure  just  as  the  poulterers  do. 

Recognizing,  as  I  do  in  the  "  fancy  "  a  per- 
fectly legitimate  form  of  recreation  which 
furnishes  enjoyment  to  a  large  class  of  people, 
and  being  myself  enough  of  a  fancier  to  feel 
thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  their  tastes, 
(though  I  cannot  refrain  from  l  idiculing  some 
of  their  weaknesses),  I  should  regard  it  as  the 
height  of  folly  in  the  fanciers  to  curtail  in 
any  degree  the  pleasure  or  profit  they  derive 
from  their  fad,  in  order  to  add  to  the  profits 
of  the  poulterers — all  the  more  because  this 


immolation  of  fancy  on  the  iiltar  of  utility  is 
entirely  unnecessary.  It  is  because  the  fan- 
ciers are  today,  as  they  have  been  in  the  past, 
in  the  asc4?udant  in  the  American  Poultry 
Association  that  I  said  I  feared  Mr.  Cushman's 
suggestions  were  seed  sown  ou  stony  ground. 
And  while  it  would  be  possible  for  the  "  good 
men  and  true"  in  the  association,  if  joined  by 
enough  of  the  practical  men  not  now  connected 
with  it,  to  revise  the  present  standard  to  suit 
themselves,  such  a  movement  would  do  their 
cause  more  harm  than  good. 

In  presenting  some  of  my  ideas  of  what  the 
utility  standard  should  be,  1  do  not  presume 
to  speak  for  any  one  else ;  neither  do  I  assume 
that  I  am  better  qualified  than  another  to 
advance  ideas  on  this  subject;  nor  imagine 
that  as  a  whole  my  views  will  coincide  with 
what  may  ultimately  be  found  to  be  the  will 
of  the  majority  of  poultry  breeders  having  the 
same  general  end  in  view.  I  am  sufficiently 
well  acquainted  with  the  opinions  current 
among  readers  of  Fakm-Poultry  to  know 
that  to  some  my  views  will  seem  too  radical, 
and  to  others  too  conservative — to  some  wise, 
to  others  foolish.  Such  as  they  are  they  are 
oflered  for  your  consideration  and  criticism. 
Pull  them  to  pieces;  turu  them  inside  out; 
show  up  their  weak  points.  I  will  defend 
them  while  I  can,  and  abandon  them  when  I 
must. 

Let  us  suppose  the  practical  poultrymen  of 
the  country  to  have  organized  an  association 
of  which  the  object  is,  "  to  determine  and 
maintain  the  most  useful  types  of  the  utility 
breeds  of  fowls,  and  to  promote  the  breeding 
of  those  types  by  all  who  raise  poultry  for 
pi'ofit." 

The  first  thing  the  association  would  be 
called  on  to  decide  would  be:  which  are  and 
which  are  not  utility  breeds.  Each  member 
could  perhaps  give  ofl'-hand  a  list  which  he 
believed  complete  and  correct;  but  to  frame  a 
list  that  would  suit  the  majority  and  be  fair 
and  just  to  all  breeds  and  breeders,  would  be 
more  difficult  than  at  first  thought  appears.  It 
would  not  do  for  the  members  of  the  associa- 
tion to  specify  such  and  such  breeds  as  utility 
breeds  and  therefore  entitled  to  recognition 
and  admission  to  their  standard,  and  certain 
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olber  biwOs  as  not  utility  l  iwtis  and  thero- 
fore  to  l>e  ijmoml  ami  <leliarre»l.  The  a(lnii>- 
siou  or  reje<.  tiou  of  lnwil-  shouKl  l>e  baseil  on 
a  principle — on  the  application  of  a  jreueral 
rule,  on  conformity  with  certain  retiuirements 
which  wouKl  be  universsUly  recognized  as  just 
and  ri^ht. 

Let  us  supjH)se  now  that  the  conditions 
governing  the  ailmissiou  of  breeds  were 
anuouuceil.  and  at  the  expiration  of  a  year, 
which  time  must  elapse  l>efore  the  conditions 
could  l>e  complied  w  iih.  the  breetlers  of  csay) 
Barred  riymouth  Rocks  appear  to  present  the 
claims  and  crexleutials  and  the  stjindanl  for 
that  variety.  The  account  of  what  then  took 
plai-e  will  show  what  were  the  ret|uirements. 
In  the  tirst  place  the  promoters  present  the 
standanl  which  they  have  agreeil  upon,  which 
cont;iius  in  addition  to  a  description  similar 
to  that  in  the  American  Standard  of  Perfec- 
tion, a  statement  as  lo  the  numl>er  of  eggs  j>er 
year  the  hens  of  the  breed  will  average.  The 
numl>er  si.>ecilie<.l  is  one  hundreil  and  sixty, 
being  ten  more  than  is  reijuired  to  entitle  a 
breed  to  admission.  M'ith  this  standard  they 
present  projK'rly  certitied  vouchers  from 
twenty-five  poultrymeu  who  have  kept  care- 
ful records  of  flocks  of  Barrett  P.  Rocks,  as 
des<.ril>eil  in  this  standard,  for  a  full  year, 
and  have  succeeiled  in  getting  from  their 
Iloiks  an  average  yield  at  least  equal  to 
that  prescrilieJ  by  the  standaril,  who  have  set 
at  least  three  times  as  mafny  eggs  from  their 
flocks  as  the  flocks  contained  hens,  have 
batched  seventy-five  per  cent  of  all  eggs  set, 
rearetl  seveuty-dve  per  cent  of  all  chicks 
batched,  and  had  seventy-live  per  cent  of 
chicks  reared  to  approximate  standanl 
re<juirements  as  to  weight,  shape  :md  color. 

Of  the  vouchers  for  the  breed  one-fifth  were 
poullrymen  doing  business  on  a  large  scale, 
and  each  furnishing  a  record  from  not  los 
than  one  hundred  bens;  two-fifths  were 
farmei^  keeping  this  breetl  exclusively,  and 
each  fumi>hing  a  record  for  a  flook  of  not  less 
than  fifty  hens;  and  two-fifths  were  people 
keeping  poultry  on  town  lot*,  and  each  fur- 
nishing a  reconl  from  not  less  than  ten  bens. 

On  these  representations  the  breed  would  be 
admitted,  the  standard  oflered  would  be  the 
accepted  standard  for  Barred  P.  Rocks  until 
such  a  time  as  a  numl>er  of  breeders  equal  to 
that  which  first  vouched  for  the  breed,  and 
similarly  coustituted.  should  show  by  their 
records  that  an  advance  in  any  requirement, 
(as  increasing  the  egg  average  to  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  per  year)  was  warranted  by  the 
general  condition  of  the  breed,  or  that  its 
utility  value  would  be  increased  by  a  change 
in  weight,  color,  or  shape  requirements  —  and 
the  breed  would  keep  its  place  in  the  utility 
sUindard  only  so  long  as  its  breeders  \\  ere 
ready  to  produce  at  any  annual  meeting  when 
called  upon  to  do  so,  vouchers  similar  to  those 
which  secured  itsadmission,  from  poultrymen 
of  whom  ten  at  least  had  not  furnished  records 
the  preceding  year. 

Thus  the  breeders  of  each  variety  would 
have  the  making  of  the  standard  in  their  own 
bands:  (the  lowest  limits  in  weights  and  in 
egg  proiUiction  Ijeing  fixed  by  the  general 
association).  Under  such  regulations  as  are 
outlined  above,  they  would  know  just  w  hat 
degree  of  perfection  must  be  attained  before 
they  could  secure  admission  for  their  varieties. 
The  public  would  be  insured  against  half- 
made  breeds.  A  breed  to  secure  admission 
would  have  to  be  practically  thoroughbred  as 
per  the  standard  submitted  with  it,  and  would 
have  to  possess  suflicient  practical  merit  to 
secure  a  strong  following  among  utility  poul- 
trymen several  years  before  application  was 
made  for  admission  to  the  standard. 

Are  the.-e  requirements  too  severe?  I  think 
not,  for  if  such  an  a^sociation  were  organizc<l 
and  such  a  set  of  rules  for  admission  to  the 
standard  promulgated  today,  there  would  be 
a  number  of  breeds  ready  to  be  admitted  by 
Sept.  1, 1S98. 

Now  suppose  a  dozen  breeds  have  been 
admitted  to  the  utility  standard,  and  the  asso- 
ciation (the  descriptions  of  breeds  minus  dis- 
qualifications having  been  furnished  by  the 
breeders)  proceeds  to  make  a  list  of  disquali- 
fications uniform  for  all  breeds.  They  would 
disqualify : 

1.  Marked  departures  from  typical  shape. 
(A  cochiny  Langshan,  or  a  gaunt,  flat-breasted 
Wyandotte,  or  a  Plymouth  Rock  of  the 
Bmbma  type  would  be  ruleil  out). 


2.  Variations  (to  exceed  ten  per  ceuti 
'either  way,  from  standard  weight. 

3.  Excessively  fat  fowls,  unless  shown  in 
fatted  poultry  classes. 

■4.  Every  kind  of  deformity  :  crooked  beaks, 
backs  and  bre.Hsts,  wry  tails  and  squirrel  tails, 
also  feathers  on  the  shanks  of  smooth-legged 
varieties. 

It  would  not  be  necesstiry  to  discjualify  for 
excessive  leg  and  toe  feathering,  for  fowls  of 
that  type  could  never  get  into  the  standard; 
even  the  moderately  well  feathered  breeds 
might  find  it  up  hill  work,  because  of  that 
requirement  of  ten  farmers  with  flocks  of  fifty 
eaeh.  But  Cochins  and  Brahnias  of  a  certain 
type  of  feathering  could  do  the  trick  nicely, 
and  finish  with  more  feathers  on  their  legs 
than  some  people  expected  to  see  there. 

Now  as  to  the  requirements  for  the  diflerent 
bi-eeds.  I  want  to  mention  two  which  I  think 
most  utility  men  will  agree  with  me  need  little 
change  aside  from  changes  indicated  in  the 
li>t  of  disqualifications,  and  one  in  which  I 
am  most  interested  and  would  make  some  very 
radical  changes. 

Take  the  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  tirst.  In 
this  breed  I  would  not  change  the  writteu 
standard  at  all,  except  as  the  general  list  of 
disqualifications  would  aflect  it.  Then  a 
cock  entered  for  competition  would  closely 
approach  typical  shape,  would  weigh  not  less 
than  S.tJo  lbs.,  nor  more  than  10.4,5  lbs.  in  good 
breeding  condition;  would  not  have  crooked 
back  or  breast ;  but  might  have  a  lopped  comb, 
some  while  in  the  ear  lobes,  and  some  red 
feathers  in  the  plumage.  These  would,  if 
present  constitute  serious  defects  because  they 
are  departures  from  the  required  standard. 
Allow  any  shade  of  standard  color  so  long  as 
the  fowls  are  well  barred,  but  require  birds 
shown  togetherto  match  in  color,  unless  it  can 
be  shown  after  a  suflicient  test  that  birds  to 
match  in  color  cannot  be  bred  from  a  single 
mating:  then  change  the  color  requirements  to 
suit  the  conditions  governing  admission  to  the 
st;indard.  As  for  the  values  of  the  diflerent 
sections,  I  would  rate  them  al>out  as  below  : 

Shape  of  body  hO 

Colorof  plumage   20 

C'ouilition   JO 

Head  and  comb   10 

Shanks  and  toes   10 

100 

Some  of  my  fancier  frieiuls  can  easily  find 
serious  objections  to  the  above  suggestions: 
but  of  two  things  I  feel  assured  :  fir>t,  that  not 
a  bird  would  be  alloweil  to  compete  that  was 
not  a  good  one  from  the  utility  standpoint; 
and,  next,  that  four  out  of  every  five  breeders 
of  P.  Rocks  would  have  to  cull  closer  than 
they  ever  did  in  their  lives  to  get  anything  like 
seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  chicks  raised  to 
approximate  standard  shape  and  weight. 

In  the  description  of  Wh.  Wyandottes  put 
creamy  ickite  for  color  of  plumage,  and  omit 
"  any  shade  of  yellow."  Xow  what  difierence 
is  there  between  the  established  and  suggested 
standards?  The  weight  disqualification  ;  ditto 
for  shape.  The  absence  of  the  disqualifications 
for  white  in  ear  lobes,  single  or  large  combs, 
feathers  other  than  white,  or  shanks  other 
than  yellow.  As  the  requirements  would  be 
for  a  red  ear  lobe,  a  small  rose  comb,  a  creamy 
white  plumage  and  yeUow  shanks,  an  ordi- 
narily intelligent  application  of  the  standard 
according  to  a  scale  of  values  similar  to  that 
given  for  P.  Rocks  would  secure  greater  uni- 
formity in  color  than  the  present  standard 
does  in  shape;  and  as  for  shape, it  would  take 
much  better  birds  to  get  a  place  than  many 
that  manage  to  win  under  the  present  svstem. 
In  fact,  with  such  disqualifications  for  weiirht 
and  shape  as  I  have  suggested,  a  flock  of  utility 
Rocks  or  'Dottes  could  give  any  oi  dinary  flock 
of  standard  birds  of  the  same  breeds  lontr 
odils  on  color  and  still  appear  more  attractive 
to  the  eye,  just  because  of  their  uuifoi  mitt  iii 
size  and  shape. 

The  changes  I  am  about  to  suggest  in  Buft 
Leghorns  will  not  suit  the  admirers  of  stand- 
ard Leghorn  shape.  Yet  from  my  experience 
with  the  breed,  I  think  that  they  would,  if 
followed,  give  the  poultryman  one  of  the  best 
utility  breeils,  both  for  eggs  and  meat,  ever 
oflered  to  the  public : 

Standard  weights  —  cock,  7  lbs.;  cockerel, 
6  lbs. ;  hen,  6  lbs. ;  pullet,  h  llis.  In  standanl 
description  make  changes  as  follows  :  Comb  : — 
For  medium  sized,  read  lor;/f,  and  omit 
"  having  but  five  or  six  point,  five  preferred."' 


Back  — after  Icmjth,  insert  broad.  Body  and 
ElulV,  and  Tail,  as  per  standard  for  Minorca. 
Legs  and  Toes,  as  for  Minorcas  except  in 
color. 

In  the  standard  for  the  female  make  the 
corresponding  changes.  Give  the  Bufl"  Leg- 
horn such  a  standard  as  that,  and  you  give 
the  utility  man  a  good  fowl  to  tic  lo.  Give 
the  AVhite  and  Browu  Leghorns  similar  stand- 
ards, the  weight  perhaps,  being  a  little  less, 
and  I  think  you  will  come  pretty  near  the 
most  profitable  types  of  those  varieties.  Then 
make  values  for  the  diflerent  sections  nearly 
as  iu  the  scale  given  for  P.  Kocks  and  Wyan- 
dottes,  and  it  will  be  simply  impossible  for 
some  of  the  miserable  scrubs  that  sometimes 
win,  (especially  iu  Bufl'  Leghorns),  to  get  a 
place  iu  the  smallest  utility  show. 

From  the  above  suggestions,  embodying  the 
ideas  evolved  by  one  utility  man  in  a  tolerably 
thorough  study  of  the  question  from  the 
profit  standpoint,  it  may  be  seen  that  the 
demands  of  the  practical  poulterers  would, 
though  much  more  moderate  than  mine,  be  of 
such  a  nature  that  the  fanciers  could  not  con- 
sider them  at  all,  without  virtually  handing 
over  their  association  to  the  others.  What 
reason  is  there  to  think  that  they  would  do 
this?  The  utility  men  might  take  possession 
by  sheer  force  of  numbers.  But  why  should 
they  attempt  it?        Joiix  H.  Robinson. 


Horse  Owners!  Try 

GOMBAULT^S 

Caustic 


Newspaper  Poultry-News. 

L.  R.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  sends  us  a  newspaper 
clipping  of  an  article  credited  to  the  Lottix- 
ville  Dispatch,  amX  asks  that  we  tell  Faum- 
PoLi.TRY  readers  what  we  know  Of  it.  We 
have  a  whole  drawer  full  of  similar  clippings 
sent  us  by  readers.  This  clipping  caught  our 
eye,  and  we  determined  to  use  it  for  a  text. 
It  is  headed  : 

"  Mr.  Elliins'  Queer  Fowls.  A  Cross  Between 
Minorcas  and  a  Bir<l  from  the  Falk- 
land Islands," 

and  gives  a  description  of  some  rare  birds 
allegevl  to  be  a  cross  of  Minorcas  and  fowls 
re.sembling  parrots.  We  may  safely  say  that 
the  fowls  described  never  existed  save  in  the 
brain  of  some  addle-pated  space-writer. 

It  has  always  been  a  wonder  to  us  how 
some  newspapers  could  load  their  columns 
with  such  stuff;  and  the  only  explanation  we 
can  find  for  it  is  that  there  is  a  certain  class  of 
people  who  want  everything  they  read  to 
approach  the  fantastic  and  improbable.  Such 
people  arc  mental  degenerates.  Their  taste 
for  readiug  is  weak,  if  not  vicious.  The 
worst  of  it  is  that  the  flood  of  nonsensical 
articles  and  paragraphs  poured  out  by  the 
press  to  gratify  such  tastes  is  bound  to  have 
some  efliect  on  more  sober  minds.  TSie  con- 
stant circumstantial  recitals  of  happenings 
improbable  or  impossible,  has  its  efiect.  And 
as  the  people  who  might  say  something  to 
counteract  their  influence  rarely  read  them, 
and  if  they  do  think  it  not  worth  while  to  call 
attention  to  absurdities  which  to  them  seem 
beyond  belief,  many  people  who  doubt  such 
statements,  seeing  that  they  go  unchallenged, 
gradually  come  to  regard  them  as  to  some 
extent  true,  or  at  least  founded  on  truth.  It 
is  a  safe  rule  to  doulit  all  reports  of  unnatural 
happenings,  until  the  circumstances  have  beeu 
proved  true  by  unimpeachable  evidence;  and 
it  is  a  safe  rule  to  assume  that  the  evidence  of 
the  ordinary  newspaper  reporter  or  corre- 
spondent is  the  reverse  of  unimpeachable. 

Don't  read  such  stufl".  If  you  crave  some- 
thing to  stimulate  the  imagination,  find  it  in 
purely  imagiuative  writings  which  do  not 
profess  to  l>e  anything  else.  If  you  want  to 
learn  of  the  r3al  wonders  of  nature,  go  to  the 
standard  works  of  travel  and  narratives  of 
scientific  research. 


At  one  time  we  were  under  the  impression 
tijat  hens  without  the  attention  of  a  male  bird 
would  lay  just  as  well  and  not  be  so  apt  to 
become  broody,  as  those  mated.  Our  records 
show  they  will  lay  just  as  many  eggs  alone  as 
if  mated,  but  unmated  flocks  are  not  broody- 
proof  by  any  means.  In  fact,  out  of  the  flock 
of  five  pullets  without  a  male,  every  one 
became  broody  and  set;  while  from  the  pen  of 
four  hens,  mated,  only  one  became  broody. 
Even  the  theory  that  getting  hens  fat  would 
lead  on  to  broodiness,  did  not  pan  out.  Our 
old  hens  got  almost  too  fat  for  us,  and  yet  no 
signs  of  broodiness,  excepting  the  one  stated. 
—  A  Few  Hens. 


Balsam 


A  Safe  Spec""  ind  Positive  Corf 
The  Safest,  Bent  BLISTER  evertssed.  Tfl?ro£ 
the  place  of  all  liniments  for  mild  or  severe  acticn. 
Removes  all  Bunches  or  Blejnlehes  from  Hor«cii 
and  rattle.  SUPERSEDES  ALL  CAUTERY 
OR  FIRING-  Imprjssifcie  fo  produce  scar  cr  6!€mu?i- 
Every  bottle  sold  is  warranted  to  give  satlsfactloti 
Price  $1.50  per  bottle.  Sold  bv  drugeists,  or 
eent  by  express,  charses  paid,  with  furl  direetloua 
for  its  use.  Send  for  descriptive  circulars,  ' 
THE  LAWRENCE-WILLLAllS  CO.,  Cleveland  0. 


BIG  OFFER 
1896  HATCH. 


NIAGARA  FARM'S 

Wliite  Wyandoties.  Wliilo  Lcghnrns,  ly.  Bralimas, 
Alaniiuolh  rekin  Ducks,  inn-  hi-i-cfiers  only.  SI  each. 
March  and  April  Iialciied  Pekiii  Ducks,  the  hcsl  of 
breeders  for  1888.  SI  eucli.  I'rairic  .'<I:ilt-  Incnhalr)r. 
new  ISiX!  model,  only  8*5 cash.  Also aU  olhcr  ixMiHrv 
snpplics  in  KCiicral.  Try  us  and  lie  |.lc.iseil. 
W.  K.  CrKTISS  &.  Co.,  KausoniTiJle,  N.  V. 

ORR'S  CLEAR  cmir 

standard  for  Quality.   Used  hy  niillious  with  satis- 
faction.   111.  cat.  anil  price  list  free. 
Orr's  Poultry  lards,  Orr's  Blills,  N.  1'.  Bos  1. 


O"^  LiNnSlENf 


Anodyne 


All  who  use  it  are  amazed  at  its  po\ver  and 
are  loud  iu  its  praise  ever  after. 

Sit  will  cure  every  ache,  every 
_  lameness,  every  soreness, 

everywhere;  cither  Internal 
Wor  External.    It  produces  a 
permanent  increase  of  vital  activity  in  the 

S parts,  and  by  ils 
#^  «^  V  ■  a  «  m*  <!<^  electric  en  e'r  g  v 

exertion,  thus  giving  them  the  power  to  throw 
ofl",  prev  cut 
and  cure  dis- 
ease. The  r  e 
is  not  a  medi- 
cine in  use  today  which  possesses  the  conli- 

Sdence  of  the  public  to  so  sreat  an 
_  extent.    The  best  evidence  of  its 
rXextraordinary  value  is  the  fact  that 
win  the  state  where  it  was  originated 
more  than  eighty  years  ago  it  is  still  th"e  lead- 

Sing   family   medicine.    The  sale 
there  is  s"teadily  increasing.  Its 
special  pro\  ince  is  the  treatment 
wW  o(  iuflammMtion.    Inflammation  is 
an  unsound  condition  of  any  part  of  the  body, 

S manifested  outwardly  bv  reil- 
.  -^..ness,  swelling  and  heat;  in- 
ll^lf  wardly  by  congestion  of  the 
■  \*«\blood  vessels  and  growth  of 
unsound  tissue,  causing  irritation,  pain  and 
disease.  A 
^^r"  M      IT  HIT"  "l-'j^'^J'  °*  ^^'^ 

W,  Vl  O  1  I  1 11  l^kind  begin  with 
or  are  accompanied  by  inflammation.   It  is 

Su  nequaled. 

It  is  the  original.    It  is  unlike  any  other.  It 
is  superior  to  all  others!    It  is  the 
K  great  vital  and  muscle  nervine.  It 

%^r\is  for  Internnl  as  much  as  External 
^#wuse.    It  is  used  and  fully  endorsed 
by  all  athletes.   It  is  a  soothing,  healing, 
peuetiating  Anodyne.    It  is 
*  _  _  what   every  mother  should 

■  V*  Ik  I  k        '°  thehouse.    It  is  loved 

■  I^UUby  suttering  children  when 
dropped  on  Migar.   It  is  safe,  soothing,  sat- 

mm  isfying,  so  say  sick,  scnsi- 

%IT~  t^%f ''^'^  suflerers.'  It  is  u.-cd 
\l  W  K  if  ^nd  recom  m  e  n  d  e  d  1>  y 
■  ■  many  physicians  every- 

where. It  is  the  Universal  Household 
■KM  r  Remedy  from  infancy 

Mn  ^ _,  ,  ,  ^       to  old  a'lre.   It  is  sale 
flirVVVlWUto  tru>t  that  which 
lllVJ  1  rlk»r\has  satisfied  gem  ra- 
tion after  generation.    It  is  made  from  the 
_  favorite  prescription  of  a  good 

m  old  family  physician.   It  is  mur- 

■T  *  ^^  vcllous  how  many  ailments  it  will 
■  1     Oquickly  relieve,  heal  anil  cure. 
It  is  more  than  eighty  years  since  it  w:;s 
originated.    In  all  ll;:it 
time  it  has  stood  upi  u 
its  own  intrinsic  won  li. 
, merit  and  exctlUnce. 
Do  not  foriret  the  \  cry  important  and  uselnl 
^  fact  that  it  is  strictly  for  f::mily 

^  use.    Every  mother  ^"houId  alwiivs 

U^VA^  have  it  iu  the  house,  lo  relieve  tir.d 
■  «  cure  the  many  common  ill>  which 

will  occur  iu  every  family  as  long  as  life  l::is 
woes.  For  croup,  colds, 
coughs,  cramps  and  pain, 
it  is  the  sovereign  cure; 
always  ready  to  iise. 

Our  Book  on  INFLAIVIMATION  Mailed  fr»». 

The  I>.M-ior's  si^rnuturc  and  liii-ections  .mi  c^cO'  InUtle. 
Sold  by  all  Uriiiririsls.  ITk-c.  .-a.HMits.  Si\  1k>u1cs,  S-'.oa 
T.  S.JOHNSON    CO., S2  Custom  lluiisc  St..  r>ostou,&la^ 
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Is  It  a  Mystery? 

The  case  we  are  about  to  cite  can  not  be  a 
"mental  impression,"  as  the  yards  in  which 
these  clogs  are  confined  are  so  arranged  and 
constructed  that  they  never  see  another  dog 
unless  it  is  brought  into  their  yards.  Adiron- 
dack Cocker  Kennels'  black  Cocker  Spaniel 
bitch  "  Ritta,"  a  daughter  of  champion  "Black 
Duke"  out  of  "Woodland  Jude,"  (as  well 
known  a  pair  as  there  is  in  America),  was 
bred  to  O.  B.  Harks'  black  dog,  "  Tony  Joe," 
by  "  Jimiuie  II.,"  out  of  a  black  "Obo  "  bitch. 
(I  quote  these  well  known  dogs,  so  that  those 
readers  who  are  at  all  posted  on  Cockers  and 
Cocker  pedigrees  may  know  they  are  all 
Wac^s,  and  from  the  most  famous  families). 
The  result  of  the  uuion  was  three  black  pups, 
two  red  pups  and  two  vjhite  pups.  They  are 
all  doing  finely,  and  are  typical  Cocker  pups. 
Black  Cockers  will  occasionally  breed  reds, 
and  reds  breed  blacks,  but  how  about  the 
whites?  Should  they  remain  that  color  they 
will  certainly  be  a  novelty,  to  say  the  least.  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  this  would  cause  even 
a  Babcock  or  a  Proctor  to  "  scratch  his  head  " 
and  "  think  two  times"  to  solve  the  mystery. 
— "  Zni, "  in  Poultry  Monthly. 

FAEM-PotJLTEY  IS  not  a  dog  paper,  but 
all's  fish  that  comes  to  our  net "  when  it  may 
have  a  bearing  on  topics  of  interest  to  poultry- 
men.  The  white  pups  are  albinos.  Some 
months  ago  the  writer  saw  two  albinos  in  a 
litter  of  pug  pups.  Most  white  fowls  originate 
as  albinos,  and  the  fact  that  the  so-called  white 
sports  breed  remarkably  free  from  color,  is  a 
proof  of  their  origin,  it  being  an  established 
fact  that  albinism  is  hereditary  in  an  uncom- 
mon degree.  Numerous  instances  have  been 
reported  where  recent  white  sports  of  P. 
Rocks  and  Wyandottes  were  bred  with  the 
white  varieties  of  those  breeds,  the  progeny 
showing  little  tendency  to  revert  to  the  colors 
of  the  grandparents. 


Private  Scorinj 


The  American  Poultry  Journal  has  come 
out  flatrfooted  in  opposition  to  breeders  scor- 
ing their  own  birds,  and  makes  the  absurd  and 
astonishing  declaration  that  "  there  should  be 
professional  (?)  rulings  by  recognized  judges 
before  a  bird's  rating  is  declared." 

In  other  words,  a  score  card  by  a  breeder 
who  has  bred  a  certain  variety  for  years,  and 
knows  more  about  it  than  the  judge  who  does 
not  breed  the  same  variety,  never  has  bred  it 
■ —  a  card  given  by  such  a  breeder  is  of  no 
account  whatever.  And  the  Journal  says  the 
fraternity  will  "sustain  it"  in  the  position 
taken.  The  Journal  is  mistaken.  The  "fra- 
ternity" of  judges  may  do  so,  but  the  sensible 
breeders  will  take  the  common  sense  and  just 
view,  that  they  have  a  right  to  score  their  own 
birds,  and  that  score  cards  given  by  an  expe- 
rienced breeder  are  just  as  honest,  just  as 
legitimate,  just  as  valid  and  just  as  official  as 
cards  given  by  some  man  who  is  not  a  breeder 
at  all,  but  who  happens  to  wear  the  title  of 
judge. 

We  have  long  advocated  the  idea  the  Jour- 
nal opposes,  and  have  done  so  in  the  interest 
of  breeders.  The  idea  of  a  breeder  having  to 
send  for  a  professional  judge  every  time  be 
sells  a  fowl  in  order  to  send  an  official  score 
card  with  it,  is  ridiculous.  And  now  we 
pointedly  ask  the  question  :  Are  the  editors  of 
the  American  Poultry  Joiirnal  breeders? 
Are  they  breeding  fowls  now?  Have  they 
ever  bred  fowls?  "We  ask  this  because  we 
have  a  suspicion  that  they  are  mere  theorists, 
and  not  breeders.  No  genuine  breeder  would 
take  such  an  erroneous  position — no  experi- 
enced "breeder  would  maintain  that  he  abso- 
lutely knew  so  little  of  the  variety  of  fowls  he 
had  been  breeding  for  years  that  he  was 
unable  to  send  out  score  cards  with  them,  but 
that  he  had  to  call  in  some  man  who  never 
bred  the  variety  in  question  to  fix  up  score 
cards  for  him. 

According  to  the  Journal  a  breeder  must 
"  compete  with  others  in  shows,"  and  submit 
his  birds  "to  professional  examination" 
before  he  has  any  right  "to  claim  that  he  has 
score  cards  on  his  birds." 

"We  take  issue  with  all  such  nonsense,  and 
stand  by  the  breeder.  "We  are  a  breeder,  and 
are  with  our  fowls  early  and  late,  and  we 
profess  to  know  more  about  the  variety  we 
breed  than  any  judge  in  the  land.  And  we 
believe  that  all  breeders  who  make  a  speciaUy 
of  one  breed  are  intelligent  enough  to  give 


honest  and  correct  score  cards  with  the  fowls 
they  sell  if  cards  are  demanded.  And  such 
cards  should  be  considered  "ofiicial"  without 
any  red-tape  humbuggery.  "Professional 
rulings"  may  be  all  right  in  the  showroom, 
but  outside,  on  the  farm  or  in  the  breeders' 
yards,  the  breeder  is  supreme  ruler  and  judge, 
and,  if  he  is  not  capable,  then  let  him  call  in 
the  judge  to  do  what  he  ought  to  be  fitted  to 
do  —  score  his  own  birds. 

We  hope  to  see  the  time  in  poultry  culture 
when  the  "  professional  "  judge  business  will 
be  done  away  with  entirely,  as  it  has  got  to 
be  too  professionally  professional  for  the  good 
of  the  industry. 

We  hope  to  see  the  time  when  associations 
will  at  each  meeting  elect  one  or  more  judges 
from  among  their  own  members  to  judge  the 
birds  at  their  next  annual  show,  selecting  dif- 
ferent breeders  each  year,  if  possible.  Then 
judging  will  be  a  labor  of  love,  and  not  a 
rambling,  scrambling, commercial  transaction. 

Breeders,  you  are  intelligent  men  and 
women.  Qualify  yourselves  to  give  score 
cards  with  your  own  birds,  and  give  them  if 
wanted.  No  few  men  have  any  right  to  have 
a  monopoly  of  the  score  card  business.  And 
no  man  or  men,  in  this  free  land,  has  any 
authority  to  say  to  a  breeder,  "  Your  score 
card  is  not  good,  because  it  is  not  'profes- 
sional,' because  it  has  not  got  the  word 
'judge'  tacked  on  to  it.'" — J.  H.  Davis,  in 
Fanciers'  Peview. 

A  Common  3Iistake. 

I  could  never  understand  the  motive  which 
any  one  who  has  once  kept  thoroughbred 
poultry  of  any  kind  should  have  in  attempting 
to  cross  vi'ith  another  breed. 

Out  of  the  millions  of  cross  bred  and  mon- 
grel chickens  raised  each  year  in  this  country, 
probably  not  a  half-dozen  have  ever  been 
worth  perpetuating,  and  the  list  might  be 
reduced  to  two  as  the  only  ones  that  have 
ever  attained  any  popularity — the  Plymouth 
Rocks  and  the  Wyandottes. 

In  each  of  these  every  cross  that  was  made 
was  made  by  intelligent  and  experienced 
breeders,  who  having  a  definite  idea  of  what 
they  desired,  carefully  considered  not  only 
the  breeds  to  be  used  but  the  distinct  strain 
of  the  breed.  And  having  attained  near  their 
ideal  in  form  and  feather,  it  yet  took  years 
more  of  as  careful  inbreeding  and  of  weeding 
out  of  the  poorer  specimens  and  all  that  showed 
a  tendency  to  revert  to  some  one  of  the  original 
breeds,  to  fix  the  type  so  that  it  could  be  relied 
upon  as  fixed  to  breed  true  .in  form,  size  and 
feather. 

1  am  aware  that  there  is  a  belief  or  super- 
stition among  poultry  keepers  that  half-breeds 
are  more  prolific  in  eggs  than  thoroughbred 
fowl,  especially  when  one  of  the  breeds  used 
in  the  cross  was  a  Leghorn ;  but  many  years  of 
experience  has  led  me  to  doubt  it. — "Ames," 
in  A'.  E.  Farmer. 


How  to  Make  'Dobies. 

In  the  June  issue  of  the  Journal  appeared 
the  query  of  one  of  our  readers,  "Can  you  tell 
me  how  to  make  'dobies?"  In  this  article  we 
shall  endeavor  to  give  the  information  that 
was  promised.  Adobe  brick,  commonly  called 
'dobies,  make  splendid  material  for  building 
poultry  houses,  and  in  fact,  dwellings  for  the 
human  family  too. 

Almost  any  kind  of  soil  will  make  adobe 
bricks,  provided  plenty  of  chopped  straw  is 
mixed  with  it.  The  very  best  quality  of 
adobies  is  made  from  sticky,  clayey  soil,  which 
will  make  good  and  solid  bricks  without  using 
straw.  To  prepare  the  mud,  grind  the  soil  as 
finely  as  possible,  make  a  hole  in  the  ground 
six  or  eight  inches  deep,  in  which  to  mix  the 
ingredients — earth,  straw  and  water,  and  stir 
well.  This  mixing  and  stirring  is  hard  work, 
as  when  ready  for  the  moulds  the  mud  should 
be  thick  enough  not  to  flatten  out.  After  the 
mud  is  prepared  it  is  put  into  moulds  to  give 
it  shape,  and  then  turned  out  on  the  ground 
to  dry  in  the  sun.  The  moulds  should  be 
made  of  inch  stuff",  planed  smooth  on  the 
inside,  the  most  convenient  size  being  sixteen 
inches  long,  eight  inches  wide,  and  about 
four  inches  deep.  Before  filling  with  mud, 
the  moulds  should  be  wet,  and  the  inside  well 
sprinkled  with  sand.  The  'dobies  should  be 
turned  out  of  the  moulds  immediately  onto 
clean  smooth  ground.    They  should  be  turned 


as  soon  as  the  upper  side  becomes  hard,  and 
frequently  afterwards.  There  is  danger  of 
cracking  if  the  turning  process  is  not  well 
attended  to.  As  soon  as  the  'dobies  are 
thoi-oughly  dry,  they  should  be  stacked  up, 
and  a  good  waterproof  covering  put  over  the 
top  of  the  pile.  The  best  time  of  year  for 
doing  the  work  is  the  latter  part  of  September 
and  through  the  month  of  October.  Where 
the  water  supply  is  handy,  the  cost  of  m.aking 
one  thousand  'dobies  will  be  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  seven  dollars;  the  expense  of  manu- 
facture varies,  being  governed  by  the  conven- 
ience of  obtaining  the  ingredients. 

To  build  a  house,  frames  should  be  made 
for  doors  and  windows,  eight-inch  plank  two 
inches  thick  being  good  material  to  use  for 
this  purpose.  The  'dobies  are  laid  in  the  wall 
as  the  brick  layer  lays  his  brick;  mud,  similar 
to  that  used  in  making  the  'dobies,  being  used 
in  the  place  of  mortar.  A  roof  for  the  house 
can  be  very  cheaply  made  by  laying  on  poles 
close  together,  which  should  be  w'ell  covered 
with  willow  brush,  weeds,  or  something  that 
will  hold  the  earth  that  is  then  put  on  for  a 
top  covering  about  eight  inches  deep,  from 
falling  through  the  cracks  between  the  poles. 
The  eaves  should  be  wide,  and  poles  or  six- 
inch  boards  should  be  placed  around  the  edges 
of  the  roof  to  keep  the  earth  from  rolling  off". 
Such  a  poultry  house  can  be  whitewashed 
inside  and  easily  kept  free  from  vermin.  It 
will  last  for  several  lifetimes  if  the  roof  is 
never  allowed  to  leak,  and  is  very  comfortable 
for  the  poultry,  being  warm  in  winter  and 
very  pleasantly  cool  during  the  hot  summer 
days,  when  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer 
is  hovering  around  the  100  degree  mark,  and 
when  poultry  in  frame  and  shingle  roofed 
houses  will  be  suff'ering  greatly  from  the  heat, 
if  no  other  shade  is  provided.  A  'dobie  house 
makes  a  good  incubator  room,  and  the  very 
best  kind  of  a  brooder  house. —  Poultry  and 
Farm  Journal. 


Standard  Revision. 


We  purposely  set  an  early  date  for  the  pub- 
lication of  replies  to  the  invitation  to  our 
readers  to  use  our  columns  to  express  their 
opinions  on  Standard  revision, for  this  reason  : 
we  wished  to  see  just  how  great  an  interest 
had  been  taken  in  this  question  by  the  gen- 
eral reader,  how  many  had  previously  given 
the  matter  sutficieut  thought  to  have  a  well 
defined  opinion  ready  to  give  extempore. 
We  admit  that  Vve  are  utterly  in  the  dark  on 
that  point- 
Had  our  object  been  to  present  the  most 
readable  symposium  on  Standard  revision,  we 
would  have  asked  special  articles  from  con- 
tributors known  to  represent  difl'erent  opinions 
on  the  questions  at  issue.  But  as  the  opinions 
of  prominent  writers  ai'e  well  known  to  all 
who  follow  the  questions  of  the  day  in  the 
poultry  press,  we  preferred  to  call  for  volun- 
tary contributions.  To  us  the  number  of 
replies  received  from  people  who  rarely  or 
never  contribute  will  have  a  much  greater 
significance  than  the  nature  of  the  opinions 
expressed. 

Remedy  for  Eedbiig;s. 

Mr.  Editor:  For  the  benefit  of  W.  H.  T., 
and  all  others  who  are  troubled  with  bed- 
bugs, mites,  or  any  other  blood  sucking 
vermin,  I  have  found  a  sovereign  remedy.  It 
is  this :  Have  your  roosts  eighteen  inches 
from  any  side  of  the  house.  Fasten  your 
roosts  to  cross  pieces  with  short  legs.  Have 
each  leg  stand  in  any  old  tin  can,  such  as  a 
salmon  steak  can  or  a  tomato  can.  If  you  use 
a  tomato  can  shear  off  the  top  so  that  the  can 
will  be  only  three  inches  high  ;  now  fill  these 
cans  with  kerosene  oil,  and  defy  all  blood 
sucking  vermin.  The  legs  must  of  course 
stand  in  the  center  of  the  can,  .so  that  the 
vermin  cannot  reach  from  the  top  of  the  can 
to  the  legs.  For  very  light  roosts  it  would  be 
advisable  after  the  legs  are  in  position  in  the 
can  to  mix  up  some  plaster  of  paris  in  water 
and  pour  about  two  inches  in  each  can.  After 
it  sets,  pour  in  the  oil.  This  will  keep  the 
cans  from  moving  against  the  legs. 

Stephen  C.  Brown. 

Cochituate,  Mass. 


chicken  house  inside  as  well  as  out.  If  the 
chicken  house  should  be  painted  on  the  out- 
side I  would  paint  it  over  with  turpentine, 
and  in  the  nest  boxes  sprinkle  carbolic  acid 
under  the  straw.  I  did  this  in  the  spring  and 
it  killed  them  all,  because  they  never  had  a 
chance  to  breed;  but  I  would  advise  that  it 
be  done  at  once  now,  and  again  in  the  month 
of  March.  Mrs.  A.  T.  W. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Mr.  Editor:— This  is  a  good  remedy  for 
bed  bugs:— W.  H.  T.,  Litchfield  :  Half-pint 
each  of  turpentine,  ammonia  and  kerosene 
with  four  ounces  of  camphor.  Dissolve  the 
camphor  iii  the  turpentine,  then  add  the 
other;  apply  with  a  brush  freely.        F.  B.  , 

Hawthorne,  N.  J. 
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is  an  absolutely  non-poisonous  disinfect- 
ant, and  is  necessary  to  produce  healthy 
birds.  "  Sanitas  "  disinfecting  powder 
should  be  freely  sprinkled  in  the  yards 
and  used  as  a  whitewash.  It  destroys 
lice  and  prevents  disease. 

"  How  to  Disinfect,"  a  book  sent  free  to  all  poul- 
tr^'men. 

The  American  &  Continental  "Sanitas"  Co.  Ltd. 

636  to  642  West  S5th  St.,  New  York  City. 


LE  FARM 


YARDS. 


Tlie  largest  and  best  birds  on  this  continent.  More 
than  1500  t)reedjng  Itirds  for  sale,  at  reasonable  prices. 
Will  furnish  eggs  iu  season  from  our  best  yards,  and 
guarantee  their  fertility.   Send  for  circular.' 

JAS.  RANKIN, 

So.  Easton,  Mass. 


fit 

- 

SB 

Ho  Expens§  For  Threshing. 

There  is  a  simple  little  machine  on  the  market, 
■which  can  be  had  for  ,  with  farm  right  to  nse  It. 
This  tool  was  named  "Tlail,'  but  if  It  is  called  "hur- 
ricane. '  the  work  will  be  easier.  The  farmer's 
time  is  DOthing,  and  afterlhreshinp  is  finished,  he 
can  buy  a  little  "pocket  whirlieig"  and  build  fence. 
Of  course  the  proffreseive  farmer  will  not  try  to 
compete  with  steam,  either  In  threshing  or  fencQ 
building.    He  uses  the  PAGE. 

PAGE  WOVEN  WIRE  FENCE  CO.,  Adrian,  Mich. 

1880  — DANIELS'  BLACK  JAVAS  — 1897 

and  Rose  Conili  White  Legliorns  wiu  at  the  great  Bos- 
ton show  ;  also  at  all  the  state  aud  county  fairs,  scoring 
as  higli  as  96.  Larj<e  in  size,  line  in  shape,  and  great 
layers.  17  years  a  breeder.  Send  for  circular.  Eggs, 
Sii'perlS.         H.B.  DANIELS.  iSt.  .Toiinsbury.  Vt. 

Sm   OUCIIO  best  grade  tine  ground  for  poul- 

at  SI .00.   Discount  in  (piantity.   Samples.  2  cents. 
  F.  P.  KNOWLES,  Guilford.  Conn. 


^  Mountain  View  Poultry  Farm 

ELMIKA,  N.  X. 

(Eighty  Acres  Itange). 

.  White  Wyandottes  . 

exclusively.  AtOneonla,  won 
silver  cup  for  best  displav. 
At  Binglianiton,  gold  class 
special;  SIO  in  gold  for  best 
liisplay.  Eggs  from  dioice 
ni.ilings,  S3  per  13:  S.")  per  26. 
Stiecially  prepared  cut  clover, 
50  lbs.  Si;  100  lbs.  Sl.T.j. 

W.  T.  CAMPBELL. 


ft/ll^t       MAMMOTH  PEKIN  DUCKS 
0\J\J  FOR  BREIDDEKS 

Cream  of  over  -5000  April  an.d  Itiay  hatched  ducks. 
Also  300  this  vear^s  breeders.  All  for  only  SI  each, 
NIAGARA  FAKM,  B.aM3omvjlle,  N.  Y. 


Mr.  Editor:— I  nolicetl  in  Farm-Poultuy 
5'ou  would  lilie  an  effective  cure  lor  Ijedbugs. 
I  got  rid  of  them  by  mixing  turpentine  in 
whitewash,  and  whitewashing   the  whole 


3  OOTFil  Fii 


Weekly  salea'pay"      ^      "  "  * 
big  money. 
We  make  a  high  grade  fiiPVOIC/ 
as  low  as  $24.00.  DlUlULC/^ 
il^uUy  {Tuaranteed.    Shipped  anywhere' 
on  anprov..il.  direct  from  our  facUiry.  — 
AXPINE  CYCU:  CO„  Dest.  37  .Cllicliuiati,0. 
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Shows  to  Ofour. 
'S*-civtari*s  of  SIiow  As^»ciati«^ns  pU*aM"  ii»>tf  <'rn>rs 

New  Knsland  States. 

A.k--.  1  •    r  r    .-  .i.Me.  K.  T.  Kowcll.  S«-T- 

"    ; ;   ,         >  ro.  Yt. 
N  1>.  .  .  '  :.    \  .c?bary,  Mass. 

!»«•.  1—1.        Fall  KiTCT.  M»ss.  H.  S.  Winsloir. 


-lU         rawtuctct,  R,  I.  H.  S.  Babc.x^k. 


IV*-.  S— 11.  "97.  Danburr,  Conn.  F.  Bownian. 
!>«.•.  14— IT.  "ST.  Miir»rd.  Mass.  W".  II.  I^  ne.  Sec'y. 
IVc.  15— IS,  ■ST.  Xew  London,  Cuuu.  C.  I>.  Siuitli. 

!>.  •.  22—45.  "97.  Sermoor,  Conn.  H.  D.  Hendrick, 
.!iec>. 

-^TO.'yT.  Hawhlll.Mass.  Gtorgc  H.  Green- 

l>.  > .  -H  VTr-Jan.  1.  "W.  Xew  Haven,  Conn.  X.  D. 
FiTtHTS,  Mitniowfsf.  SwV. 
Jan.  i— T.  •»!!.  War.-.  Mass.  W.  H.  Rivers,  $«•>. 
Jan.  Pealimty.  Mass.  .\.  W.Tyler.  Sw'y. 

Jan.  10— U.  ■SS.    Hartford,  Conn.   G.  P.  Merrill, 

Jan.  11— IS.  "SS.  Gloucester.  Mass.  F.  H.  Abbott. 

Jan.  IS— S2.  'SP.    Boston.  Mass.    .\.  R.  Sharp, 
raunton,  St^*y. 
Jan.  -SK.  Ansooia.  Conn.  G.  A.  Hill,  Sec 'y. 

Middle  State». 

Ane.  n-3P.  -ST.  Mt.  Gretna,  Ta.  M.  B.  Ulancli. 
Letkanun.  Scc'y. 

Auf .  23— a-. 'VT.  Syracuse,  X.  Y.  Jas.  P.  Docliany, 
Albany.  Sec'y. 

Sept.  14-lT.  -ST.  MIddletown,  X.  Y.  D.  Lincoln 
Orr,  Orr's  Mills.  S*c"y. 

Not.  St— »7.  "57.  Johnstown.  X.  Y.  H.  J.  QulUiot, 
S<c*j. 

XoT.  2? -Dec.  2.  -JT.  Seneca  Falls,  X.  Y.  Fred 
Bobel.  Sec"y. 

Dec.  14— IT.  "ST.  Oneont«,X.Y.  A.  J.Relyea.Sec-T. 

Dec.  14- IT.  "JT.  Tilnsville.  Pa.  C.  M.  Hayes.  See"y. 

Dec.  15— IS,  V:.  West  Chester,  Pa.  F.  I).  Held, 
S«-T. 

Dee.  IT.  '9T^an.  1,  "SS.  ■Wilkes  Barre.  Pa.  E.  S. 
KirkliulT,  Sec'y. 

l>ec.  -S.  -ST^an.  1.  "SS.  Erie.  Pa.  A.  E.  Biolhen. 
Si-c'y. 

Jan.  »_S.  -SS.  Buffalo.  X.  Y.  E.  C.  Pease,  llam- 
bor^i.  Sec'y. 

Jan.  10— li, "Sti:.  Rochester,  X.  Y.  J.  J.  BeTcri.lee. 
Sec-y. 

Jan.lT--J2.-98.  ElmlnuX.Y. 

Mid-West  States. 

Xov.  22-26.  TT.  Ashley.  O.  E.  C.  Sipc.  Sec'y. 
Kuv.  23—29,  ■yr.  Jack.sunville,  III. 
Dec.  1-6,  -ST.  Miamisl.ur^,  O.  L.  Oosch,  Sec'y. 
IVc.  6-12.  V:.   Cleveland.  O.   F.  R.  Hunt.  SfcV- 
n<-c.  T-U. -ST.  Proplietslown,  III.  W.  W.  Mover. 
>'-c'y. 

I>ec.  14— IS,  ■9T.    Cottltervillc,  111.    Samuel  Evrc, 

-^'•c'y. 

l>ec.  14— 1T,-?T.  Belleville.  111. 
Uec.  14— IS. -ST.  Dixon.  III.  F.  W.  Farfro.  Sec'y. 
Ii.-c.  1.7— 21,  "SfT.  BloonilD^on,  III.  J.  D.  Shipley, 
N'-rnial.  Sec'y. 
I>ec.3ft-35. 'W.  Prl=ceton.  ni.  A.  C.  Best.  Sec'y. 
l>ec.  2P— 2a.  "ST.  Lansing.  Mich.  C.  H.  Crane,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  20--20, -HT.  S.urgis.  Midi. 
U<-c.  20— -Jf,. -^iT.  Sandusky,  O. 

l>ec.  21— -24.  liT.  Saniluj-ky.  O.  E.  G.  Rofrers.  Sec'y. 

Dec. -21— -.M.  1'T.  Palmyra,  111.  S.  A.  Rljr?,  Sec  y.  ' 

IK-C.21— 24.'W.   Lincoln.  III.  F.  .\.  Hickman.  S.  c"v. 

Dec.  -W.  Ashland.  O.  H.  A.  Mykrautz.  Sec'y. 

Dec.  -28.  -ST— Jan.  1.  ■»?.  Spriui'lield.  O.  W.  H. 
Holmes.  Sec'y. 

rn-c.  29, '9T— Jan.  1.  MansSeld.  O.  C.  W.  E;?.. 
Sec'y. 

Jan.  .5— T.  -98.  Geneseo.  111.  W.  G.  Wamock.  Sec'y. 

Jan.  3— .■^  '9R.  I>etroit.  Midi.  F.  W.  McKenzie. 
( "'incord,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  4 — T. 'BS.  Canton.  O.  Wm.  Friedman.  Sec'^■. 

.Ian.4— Peoria.  III.  T.  A.  Godel.  Sec'y. 

•Ian.  4— Sw  Peoria,  111.  Dr.  J.  Oglesbv  Gable. 
>t-c'y. 

Jan.  10—14,  '9S.  Illinois  State  Show. 
Jan.  10— U,  '98.  IndiauapoMs,  Ind.  T.  W.  Pottage, 
x-c'r. 

Jan.  10—15,  "98.  Rm-kford.  111.  A.  H.  Currier.  Sec'y. 
Jau.  11— 15.  "9S.  Washincton  C.  H,.  O.  W.K.Dalbv, 
>ec'y , 

J  a  o.  19— 24. -98.  Xenia.O.  J.  H.  Smith,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  24— 2T, -as.  Bay  City,  Mic'i. 
Jan.  "SS.    Chicago,  111.    C.  S.  Weaver,  100 

Wasliington  St..  Sec'y. 
Jan.  an— -JS,  -SS.  Lisbon.  O. 

Jan.  31— Feb.  3, 'as.  Henrv.  111.  A.  G.  Hnmplirev, 
v-c  y. 

Feb.  1—5. '9S.   Bluffton.  O.   D.  .T.  Kohli,  .Sec'y. 

Central  West  States. 
Xov.  11—13.  '9T.  Trenton.  Mo. 

Xov.  2-2-27.  -ST.  Malvern,  la.  J.  E.  Thompson, 
.--ec'y. 

Xov.  24-26.  "97.  Mt.  Ayr,  Iowa.  W.  E.  Burleigh. 
>*-c'y. 

Nov. 
Sec'y. 

Xov. 
Sec'y. 

Xov. 
S<-c'y. 

Xov. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 
pintrer 

Dec. 
Sec'y. 

Dec. 
Se.-y. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec 

I>ec, 

Dec. 

Dec. 

De<-. 

Dec. 

6«"r. 


25—27.  "ST.  Independence,  Mo.  Wm.  Bostian, 

•29— Dec.  o, '97.  Lebanon,  Mo.  Geo.  H.  Hinds, 

30— Dec.  3. -07.  Auburn,  Xeb.  L.  L.  Alspangli, 

.30-Dec.4, '97.  Council  Bluffs.  la. 
1 — I. '97.   Dubuque.  la. 

1—  4,  "97.  Emporia.  Kans. 

2—  4.  '97.  Excelsior  Springs.  Mn.  L.  H.  Con- 
•,  Sec'y, 

T— 10.  -ST.  Parsons.  Kans.  J.  R.  Alexander. 
T— 11.  "97.  Sedgewick.  Kans.  W.  M.  CoDgdon. 
T— 11. -ST.  Lexington.  Mo. 

.8— 1-2. -yr.  Paola.Kan.'.  E.  E.  Johnson.  Sec'y. 
l;;— l.l,  "97.  Wichita.  Kans. 

,13— 1«.  "97.  St.  Ixiuis.  Mo.  J.  H.  Ahrens.  Sec'y. 
14-17. -W.  Clinton.  Mo.   W.  H.  Talbert.  Sec'V. 
14— IS.  -v:.  Winona.  Minn. 
14-21.  ■;f7.  Topeka.  Kans.  M.  F.  Hank.?.,  Sec'y 
2fM--24.  -.<:.   Mason  City,  la. 

23— v:.   Kansas  City,  Mo.   F.   M.  Slutz, 


Dec.  XI.  •V7— Jan.  4.  '!*>.  Ottawa,  Kans.   .Mrs.  I).  F. 
Ilersir,  Si-c"> . 
Jan.  2— j.  '^.  Dniulh.  Miun. 

Jan.  4— 7. 'S!i.  Pueblo,  Colo.   W.  A.  Ruspini.  Si-c'y. 
JautlO— 15.  -SS.  Cellar  Itapids.  la.  Clias.  H.  riayu-r, 
StH-'y. 

Jan.  10-15.  -SS.  Denver.  Colo. 

Jan.  17— -Jti.  '9S.  Davenport,  la.  J.  B.  Voss.  Sec'y. 

Jan.  IS— 22.  "SS.  Fremont,  Xebr. 

Jan.  IS— -J-J,  '9S.   Salt  Lake  Citv.  I'tah. 


Southern  States, 

•97.    Uagerstowu,  M<i. 


Oct.  12-15.  -gT.  Uagerstowu,  M.i.  John  L.  Cost, 
Sup't. 

XOV.2S,  ■9T.  Hamilton,  Va.  R.  J.  X.  lUid.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  1— S,  '9T.  Houston.  Tex. 

Dec.  1—4. -ST.  LitUe  Rock,  Ark.  W.  H.  Westbrook. 
Pine  Bluir.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  7-10, -97.  Dallas.  Tex.  H.  M.  Sk.  ltou.  .Si-c'y. 
Dec.  7—10,  '97.  Slielby  ville.  Ky. 
Dec.  14— IS,  '97.  .Vustin,  Te.\. 
Dec.  -JS-:*).  -97.  Waco,  Tex. 
Dec.  2S— 31.  '97.  Owenslmro.  Ky. 
Jan.,-!— 6, '9s.  Guthrie.  Okla. 

Jan.  10—15.  '9S.  Louisville,  Kv.  J.  R.  Mount, 
Lagrange.  Sec'y. 

Jan.  11— 15,  "Sc.  XashviUe,  Tcnn.  J.  M.  Hopkins, 
Sec'y. 

J.in.  12— 14, '9S.  Charlotte,  X.C.  W.  M.  Barringer, 
Sec'y. 

Jan.  20-24, '9S.  Fayettcvllle,  Ark. 
Feb.  l-.%,  -SS.  Washington,  D.  C.  Geo.  E.  Howard. 
Sec'y. 

Pacific  Coast. 

Xov. -22-27,  ■9T.  San  Jose,  L'aUf.  Ch.is.  R.  H.Hrkcr, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  1—5,  "97.  Sacramento,  Calif.  Matt.  Com  v. 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  9-14.  '97.  Oakland,  Calif.  Frank  Leed,  417 
Sacramento  St..  San  Francisco.  Sec'y. 

Dec.  26  -30,  "97.  Tacoma,  Wash.  Stephen  H.il- 
brooke.  Sec'y. 

Jan.  10— 16. '9S.  Los  Angeles.  Calif.  II.  M  .  Ki  uoke- 
lierg,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  U— 15,  'Si.  Spokane,  Wash. 

Jan.  lT-2-2,  '9S.   Seattle.  Wash. 

Jan.  24— 2S,  "96.  PhtK-nlx.  Ariz. 

Canada. 

Aug.  30— ?ept.  II.  '97.  Toronto.  Can.  H.  J.  Hill, 
Sec'y. 


A  Crying  Evil. 

An    Experienced    .\ttendant    Offers  .Some 
Advice  to  Promoters  of  Poultry  .Shows. 

Written  for  F.vkm-Poi'ltiiv. 

I  h.ive  lieen  connected  with  v.irioiis  poultry 
shows  in  this  country  for  the  laSt  ten  years, 
anil  Ijcfore  coming  to  America  I  was  for 
twenty-live  years  connected  with  the  largest 
shows  in  England.  In  England  it  is  specially 
mentioned  in  the  premium  list  of  every  show- 
that  all  eggs  laid  during  the  show  will  be  des- 
troyed. This  rule  is  strictly  adhered  to.  In 
my  position  at  these  shows  I  was  generally 
the  attenilant  appointed  to  collect  all  eggs. 

At  some  shows  I  was  instructed  to  brejik 
them  and  throw  them  away:  at  others  I  was 
provided  with  a  big  needle  with  which  to 
destroy  their  vitality — and  they  were  after- 
wards gent  to  public  hospitals.  At  shows 
where  incubators  were  in  operation  they  were 
boiled  hard  and  given  to  the  chicks  hatched 
during  the  show.  An  egg  was  never  handled 
except  by  my.self. 

In  this  country  such  a  rule  is  hardly  ever 
made.  Omitting  it  is  a  great  di.sadvantage. 
Many  times  fanciers  have  told  me  at  shows 
that  they  never  exhibited  for  this  very  reason 
— and  I  do  not  wonder  at  it.  At  our  shows 
here  every  man  employed,  feeders,  sweepers, 
and  even  exhibitors  and  their  assistants  collect 
eggs— and  in  most  cases  the  paid  hands  sell 
them.  At  many  shows  I  have  been  ofl'ered 
money  for  certain  eggs;  al.-io  for  all  the  eggs  I 
could  collect.  1  never  acceed  to  such  offers.  I 
always  mentioned  to  would-be  buyers  that  an 
experienced  exhibitor  would  take  away  the 
cock  ten  days  before  sending  to  the  show,  .and 
hence  the  eggs  laid  during  the  show  would  be 
infertile.  I  was  then  asked  to  collect  only 
tho.--e  out  of  the  breeding  yards,  as  the  cocks 
were  there  with  the  hens.  AVhen  I  explained 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  cock  to  be  with 
the  hens  for  some  days  before  the  eggs  would 
again  be  fertile,  they  would  go  to  some  other 
attendant,  and  I  think  they  found  some  with 
less  knowledge  and  less  conscience. 

One  of  the  cleaners  at  a  late  .show  told  me 
he  had  made  thirteen  dollars  at  a  show  selling 
eggs.  They  sold  so  well  that  he  went  to  a. 
farmer  he  knew  at  J  bought  eggs  at  twenty- 
five  cents  a  dozen  and  sold  them  for  sixty. 
That  paid  well. 

The  worst  case  of  all  was  at  a  state  show 
where  every  man  in  connection  with  the  show 
was  instructed  to  collect  all  eggs,  mark  them 
with  the  number  of  the  pen,  and  take  them  to 
the  office.  At  the  close  of  the  show  I  learned 
through  a  man  who  was  the  poultrymaii  of 
one  of  the  officials,  that  he  took  all  those  eu'gs 
home  and  hatched  them  in  an  incubator  for 
his  employer;  and  that  at  that  very  show 


there  were  not  less  than  fourteen  winners  of 
tirst  and  second  prizes  that  had  been  obUiiucd 
in  the  same  way. 

AVhat  I  have  said  above  ought  to  interest  the 
breeders  and  the  promoters  of  shows;  and 
the  latter  ought  not  to  forget  to  insert  in  their 
premium  list  that  one  person  only  would 
handle  eggs  laid  during  the  show,  and  that  all 
eggs  would  be  destroyed. 

A.  y.  Meersch. 


Wanted,— An  Editor. 

"  Jlr.  J.  U.  Davis,  who  lives  at  Ilapeville, 
Ga.,  is  a  very  prolific  writei-,  and  we  have 
always  watched  his  arlicles  closely.  One 
point  in  his  favor  is  that  he  usually  gets  at  the 
laets,  and  when  he  writes  an  article  there 
will  lie  no  Haws  i4i  it."' 

"Now  if  .J.  H.  Davis,  of  Hapeville,  Ga., 
had  the  charge  of  Fakm-Poultry  !  " — Ponl- 
trij  Keeper. 

Better  secure  his  services  for  the  Potillry 
Keeper,  Mr.  Jacobs.  That  paper  needs  au 
editor. 

The  Boston  Show. 

The  dates  for  the  Bo.-ton  show  will  be  Jan. 
IS  — 22,  "OS.  The  show  will  be  held  as  hereto- 
fore ill  the  Mechanics  Building.  For  particu- 
lars, address  the  .secretary,  Arthur  U.  Sharp, 
Taunton,  Mass. 

Changes  in  the  Standard. 

The  revision  committee  of  the  American 
Poultry  .-\.ssociatiou  will  probably  meet  during 
the  last  week  in  August.  The  time  and  place 
are  not  yet  detinitely  tixcd.  Full  particulars 
will  be  published  as  soon  as  possible.  Read- 
ers of  Faum-Pocltuy  who  wish  to  offer 
suggestions  to  this  committee  should  .send 
them  to  the  chairman,  .\rtbur  U.  Sharp,  Taun- 
ton, JIass.,  or  to  any  member  of  the  committee. 
The  other  members  are:  Philander  Williams, 
Taunton.  Mass.;  James  Forsyth,  Owego,  N. 
Y.:  G.  O.  Brown,  Baltimore,  Md.;  H.  S.  Bab- 
cock,  Providence,  K.  I.:  J.  Y.  Bicknell, 
Buffalo,  X.  Y.;  B.  X.  Pierce,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.;  J.  H.  Drevenstedt,  Johnstown.  N.  Y.; 
F.  B.  Ziminer,  Gloversville,  N.  Y.:  .Sharp 
Biittcrlield,  Windsor,'  Out.,  (an.;  .\.  F. 
Pierce,  Winchester  X.  H.:  Thco.  Ilewps, 
Trenton,  JIo. :  T.  F.  Mcfirew,  New  York 
City:  H.  \.  Bridge,  Columbus,  O. ;  J.  F. 
Crangle,  Fishers  Island,  N".  Y. 

Suggestions  to  be  of  use  to  the  committee 
should  be  plainly  written  and  to  the  jioint. 
Those  who  are  not  satislied  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  present  Standanl  should  bear  in 
mind  that  noii:  is  the  time  to  act.  Don't  leave 
it  to  someone  else  to  make  suggestions  con- 
cerning the  i  hanges  you  <lesire.  '  In  that  way 
things  go  undone.  After  the  revision  is 
accompli-shed  and  a  man  finds  that  the  (change 
he  wished  was  perhaps,  not  even  suggested, 
he  can  blame  himself,  not  the  committee. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 

Eggs.— The  hot  weather  continues  to  be 
against  the  egg  market,  with  a  good  deal  of 
stock  being  injured  by  long  keeping,  and 
shrinking  badly.  There  is  a  good  deal  of 
complaint  of  the  poor  quality  of  the  supply 
coming. 

It  is  hard  to  find  a  lot  of  western  good 
enough  to  command  over  11  cents.  Most  sales 
are  at  10  to  11  cents,  with  an  occasional  fancy 
lot  higher.  Choice  fresh  eastern  run  up  to  l-i 
cents;  but  a  large  portion  of  the  eastern  were 
worth  no  more  than  western.  The  stock  in 
cold  storage  on  Saturday  was  11'1,.512  cases, 
against  7-t,205  cases  same  time  last  year. 

Poultry. — All  kinds  of  poultry  are  dull, 
and  ii  ed  poultry  is  very  dull.  Xew  Knirl;ii)d 
chickens  are  quoted  at  ItjS  18c. :  fowls  lis  12e. ; 
iced  fowls  7e8c.  W^estern  iced  turkeys,  9® 
10c.    Ducks  l-2'5 14c.   Geese  14^11 6c. 

CCUn  inP    For  cut  and  full  directions  for  making 
OlIiU  lUllt  the  Dime  I'oultrv  Ulinkinj;  Fountain. 
<;.  H.  <;t  Y.  .V.2  Center  St..  Brockton,  Mass. 


On  one  of  the  largest  and  best  equipped  duck  farms 
in  the  c-<»untry.  The  present  buildings  have  a  CMpaclty 
of  2f7.UXf  ducks  peryear.  Would  sell  a  li;il  f  interest, o'r 
perhaps  the  whole.      WM.  H.  TKl'SLOVV, 

Stro udsbiirg.  Pa. 


BUCKS  Countv  or  U.  I.  Red  yearling  liens  SI  ea.  W. 
\V  valid.  e.i'.   (iKO.  C.  CH  ASK.  L  xbridge.  .Mas». 

FItUIT  .\XI>  I'OITlTKV  F.\KM,    for  sale.  15 
acres:  10  aeies  bku-kiierries.  etc.:  8  room  house,  new 
barn  and  poultry  li<»ii>e.  Horse,  i-ow.  fowls,  carriage, 
wagon,  ami  f;iriii  tools.  Sl.lvid:  lialf  cash. 
 W.  BRIDUWOKTH,  llanimonton.  N.  J. 

NETTING. 


SILVER  FINISH 


up  for  iMi  pa-f 


For  T*oiillrv  onlv 
one-third  cent  ik  V 

ft.,  aUU-  lltHTUi 

(ii.-^connts  on  larjfe 
anti  eaniplt-i. 


RICHARD  H.  YOUNG, 

For  the  only  pertecl 
I  iiculjator  made. 
freight    Prepaid  to 
our    Dt-arcsl  liaW- 
iia*!    station  or 
t  earner  laodiug.  The 
liutst 

INCUBATOR  €ATALO(UE 

ever  issuc<I  mailed  free  if  you 
write  au<l  meutinn  tliit^  paper. 
PETALUMA  tNCUBATOK  CO., 
  Petal uma.  Cal. 

POULTRY  BOOK  "FREE. 

('oiilainiiig  HO  pages  of  piaelu-al  in fm  iiialiim  on 
pniillrv  raising,  with  vear's  subsei-iption  to  the  Wkst- 
F.KN  f'oi'LTRY  RBVIliW,  B  11)  to  24  page  paiier 
devoted  to  all  branches  of  poultry  indusiry.  only  25 
cents;  four  months  trial  lOc.,  sample  free.  Cheapest 
and  lust  adverlising  nieilium.  i^end  25  cts.  (silver) 
and  g<'l  hook  and  pa|ier  one  A-ear. 

WKSTi.KN  POULTIJY  REVIEW. 

 shaiiiioii  City,  Iowa. 

FLOWER  G'lTY  INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS, 

are  ,is  good  as  any.  All 
iiiaeliiiies  warranted.  Send 
1"  els.  for  large  142  page 
< 'at.ilogue  and  special  low 
price  list.  Address 

Flower  City  Incubator  Co.) 
Rochester,  X.  r. 
ilention  Farm-roiiltry. 

If  at  First  you  don't  Succeed,  try  a  Buckeye. 

Sold  on  oO  davs 
trial  orforeasli. 
the  KHntHlll 
selt-i-egiilal- 
iii);.  .^'0  egg  si/e 
(-IX  (-hicks  from 
60  eggs). 

Invincible 
Hatcher,  Itm 
egg  f-ize.  Sin. 
Self  resnilaling. 
cent,  hatches).    Semi  4c.  for  No.  I  Cataloinie. 
CKF.YE  IX<  UBAIX)I{  Co..  tiprlngtield.  O. 


(flS  per 


FIELD  AND  HOG  FENCE  WSRE, 

All  horizuntnl  lines  are  cables;  not  atlectod  by  hect 
andcoUI;  a'-ijnsts  itself  to  hilly  qround "without 
bucklint;.  Builtfor service  and durabUity.  Writ€ 
for  full  information. 

UNION  FENCE  CO.,  DeKaib,  %IU 


The  Favorite 
Collection  of  Songs* 

128  Pages.   Price  $1.00. 

This  list  of  70  standard  and  favorite  pieces  of 
music  has  been  selected  with  great  care  to  please 
every  musical  taste,  as  the  following  list  of  titles 
and  composers  will  show : 

A  Year  Ago  TF.  S.  Rork.stro 

All  Among  The  Summer  Hoses  V.  GaOriet 

As  I'd  Nothing  Else  To  Do  J.  L.  Baiton 

Across  The  Sea  Viivinia  GahriA 

Bring  Baclc  Thy  Sunshine  ii/an«  Piauqiirtte 

Blue  Eyes  James Molloff 

Comrades  Felix  AlcGlennoit 

Come  to  The  Sunset  Tree  i^rs.  Hemans 

Dream  Faces  W.  SI.  Htitchtgon 

Douglas  !  Tendsr  and  True  Lady  John  Scott 

Dreaming  of  Home  J.  L.Hattun 

"  Down  Below  Tne  Waving  Lindens  "...      i.  £/f»n« 

Faded  Leaves  Pout  Tiettrion 

Forget  Me  Not  .-*.  tlWulm  Cans 

"Five  O'clock  In  The  Morning  "  Claribel 

Girl  I  Met  On  The  Farm  (The)  JoJm  Bead 

Golden  Years  Are  Fleeting  Louis  Dteht 

Goodnight  MoUumoin  "AfartAa'* 

Hour  of  Rest  (The)  Joseph  L.  Roerkel 

Happy  Little  Country  Girls  ElizahfOi  Philp 

How  Will  He  Even  Catc'n  ThemV-Comic  .  Taubert 

He  Is  An  Bnglishman  tsir  Arthur  SuOirtin 

1  Whistle  and  Wait  for  Katie  Michael  Sotan 

I  Really  Don't  Thinli  I  Shall  Marry  Jnon 

Just  Touch  The  Harp  Gently  Chas.  Biamphin 

Jenny  in  The  Orcbard  Bamiliun  Aide ^ 

Jack's  Farewell  James  I..  MoUoy 

Kate,  Poor  Kate--Comic  Kate  Boyle 

Katey's  Letter  I^dy  Duffenrtn 

Little  Annie  Rooney  Mirh<tei  Solan , 

Little  Fisher-Maiden  (The)  Lii'loiph  Haidmann 

Let  Music  Break  on  Thi3  Blest  Morn.  ChnsCjnas Carol 

Little  Butter  Cups'  Song  Air  Arthur  Sullivan 

Love's  Soft  Greeting  y.  L.  Gilbert 

Love  That  Slumbers  MiUon  n'eWnfn 

Mary  and  John,  or  the  Lovers  Quarrel- .  .Oncaid  Stolt 

Many  Years  Ago  Mr  Arthur  SvlHran 

Mother  Watch  the  Little  Feet  ...  J.  w.  Turner 

Nancy  Lee  Strjihai  Adamt 

Oh  !  You  Pretty  Blue  Eyed  Witcb  H'.  F.  Taylor 

Old  Garden  Gate  (The)  W.  F.  \Venman,Jr_ 

Old  Cottage  Clock  (The)  Jas,  L.  ^loUny 

0:d  Barn  Gate  (The)   U.  Ballman 

Playmates  Edmwid  Furman 

Polly  '.  James  L.  Slotlop  , 

Ruth  and  I  -if.  Bat_fi 

Somebody  G.A.  McFarrtn 

Strangers  Yet  LlanheX 

Sailing  Got^rey  ^arks 

Speak  To  Me  Fabio  Campana 

Speak  Gently  r.  H'npAion 

Tnat  is  Love  Frtix  MrClennon 

Tne  Sweetest  Tune  FnwzAU 

Think  of  Me  Nevermore  G.  Unley 

The  Boy  I  Love  SoL  SinitX  Ruxn^n 

T^vo  by  Two  Kickota  firm 

The  Dear  Old  Songs  of  Home  FrarzAU 

The  Passing  Bell  ClaiiUt 

The  Country  Cousin.  --Comic  Vmcent  I  svi* 

There's  a  Silver  Lining  to  Every  Cloud  Ctanbri  ' 

Tell  Me  Truly  -i- -V.  Wakened 

When  Soft  Eyes  Smile  Jos,  L.  Bt»rket 

Why  Tarries  My  Love  T.  iuich 

When  The  Twilight  Gathers  In  J.  Mo'Jxy 

Will  Your  Heart  Respond  to  M'ne?  A.  J),  lyunrier 

When  I  View  The  Mother  Holding  -<no" 

Watchman,  What  of  The  Night   (1.  Gounod 

Wst  I  Wst !  Wst  I    /^t**  Sharp 

Won't  You  Tell  Me  Why  Lobin  t  aarit^H 

Whisper  in  The  Twilijjbt  Ant/iony  Au* 

This  boob  is  full  sheet  music  size,  contains  1 28 
pages,  printed  on  beautiful  cream  tinted  paper. 
With  sewed  binding  allow  irg  it  to  open  fiat  on 
the  music  rack.  It  has  a  beautiful  and  appropri- 
ate cover,  designed  by  Elmer  Green,  and  printed 
in  the  finest  manner.  Its  appearance  attracts  the 
eye  and  its  contents  appeal  to  every  musical  per- 
son. Publishers'  price  is  $1.00  per  copy.  While 
the  edition  lasts  OQ  r*£in  +  o  P®^  COpYi 
our  price  ia  UCIILO  postpaid* 

i^end  cash  or  two  o«  nt  stamp-^. 

I.  S.  JOHXSOX  &  CO.. 
33  Caetom  House  Street.  Boston,  Masa*  ' 
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PUBLISHED 

The  1st  and  15th  of  each  month 

BY 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.,  Boston,  Mass. 

A.  F.  HUNTER,  Editor. 

Price,  One  Dollar  per  year,  in  Advance. 
Six  months  50  Cents. 
Singrle  Copies  Five  Cents. 
One  Sample  Free. 

Add  for  postage  to  foreign  countries,  48  Cents  extra 
to  yearly,  and  24  Cents  to  six  months  subscription  rale. 

Remit  by  P.  O.  or  Express  money  order, 
cash  or  postage  stamps,  in  registered  letter. 

Address  all  letters^  and  make  all  payments  payable 
to  I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 

22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass, 

Green  WraoDer  FAY>v-!?onSj\in^f5Tii!; 

Ml  WWII  IIIU|#|JWI  Wi-apDei  yoMi-eubbCi-iption 
ends  with  that  issui-.  Therefore,  please  send  cash 
$1.00  to  reuew— for— 

We  Shall  Always  Stop  Ihe  Paper  when  the 
time  for  which  it  is  paid  lias  expired;  so  that  to  avoid 
missing  numbers  all  should  reuew  promptly. 

Get  a  Couple  of  Neighbors  to  club  with  you, 
and  we  will  send  the  paper  to  the  three  parties  a  full 
year  all  for  $3.50,  cash  orstamps.if  all  sentat  one  time. 

Change  in  Address -When  ordering  a  change  in 
the  acldress.  subscribers  should  he  sure  to  give  their 
toriuer  as  well  as  their  present  address,  or  we  cannot 
make  the  change;  our  list  is  kept  by  towns  first. 

Canvassers  Wanted  In  every  town  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions. Terms  sent  on  application.  Liberal  com- 
mission paid  in  cash.   Send  for  our  Terms  to  Agents. 

THE   ADVERTISING  RATE 

is  30c.  per  Agate  Line  Each  Issue. 

Fourteen  Lines  in  every  Inch  of  single  column 
space.   Seven  average  Words  make  one  line. 

DISCOUNTS  FROM  ABOVE  RATE  depend 
entirely  upon  the  amount  of  space  used  by  an  adver- 
tiser within  a  stated  time.   Send  for  Rate  Card. 

FORMS  CLOSE.— Ads.  must  be  received  by 
the  5th  ami  30tli  of  the  mouth  to  insure  insertion 
In  the  Issues  of  the  IStli  or  1st,  respectively. 

Copyright  — 1897,  by  I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co, 

Entei  ed  at  the  Post-Office 
at  Bosfoji,  Mass.,  a.t  second-class  mailer. 


EDITORIAL. 


Farm-Poultry  for  August 
15th  will  contain: 

The  replies  to  the  request 
in  our  issue  of  July  15  for 
an  expression  of  opinions  on 
Standard  Revision.  To 
measure  the  interest  we  set  an 
early  date  for  the  publication 
of  these  replies.  Watch  for 
the  result! 

"Two  OF  THE  Veterans" 
(Tegetmeier  and  Weir)  by 
Mr.  Hunter,  with  likeness  and 
autograph  of  Harrison  Weir. 

"  A  Great  Duck  Town," 
the  report  of  a  visit  to  Ayles- 
bury, Eng.,  will  be  of  value  to 
all  duck  breeders;  and, 

"  Eggs  in  Belgium,"  of 
value  to  everyone. 

"  How  to  Plan,  and  How 
to  Conduct  an  Experi- 
ment," will  offer  some  sugges- 
tions to  those  interested  in 
methods  of  investigation. 


Let  Us  Reaspn  Together. 

More  tbau  once  of  late  lias  reference  been 
made  on  this  page  to  the  mutual  relations  of 
publishers,  subscribers,  advertisers  and  edit- 
ors. Yet  the  subject  is  by  no  means  exhausted, 
and  we  wish  in  this  issue  to  present  some 
phases  of  it  in  the  plainest  language  at  our 
command. 

We  begin  with  the  proposition  that  every 
one  iu  any  way  concerned  in  the  paper  is 
looking  after  his  own  interests.  The  publish- 
ers have  established  and  maintain  it  with  a 
view  to  the  profit  to  be  derived  from  a  journal 
of  its  scope  popularly  conducted.  They  are 
making  it  the  leader  in  its  class  solely  because 
on  that  basis  it  will  pay  best.  The  editor 
occupies  hispositiou  because  he  finds  it  profit- 
able to  put  his  experience  and  ability  at  the 
disposal  of  the  publishers  for  the  benefit  of 
the  subscribers.  This  is  not  saying  that  pub- 
lishers and  editor  do  not  derive  gratification 
from  doing  a  useful  work  well,  but  that  with 
both  the  primary  object  is  personal  gain ; 
remove  this  and  they  discontinue  their 
work.  So,  with  the  subscribers  and  adver- 
tisers :  each  is  looking  to  his  own  interests 
and  his  own  profit.  The  motive  which  actu- 
ates each  and  all  is  self-interest — the  intelligent 
self-interest  which  sees  its  own  dependence  on 
the  interests  of  others,  and  that  it  serves  itself 
best  when  it  serves  others  best. 

Now  here  we  have  four  distinct  interests, 
each  to  some  degree  dependent  on  all  the 
others,  yet  incapable  of  being  brought  into 
perfect  equilibrium.  It  is  not  strange  that 
they  sometimes  clash,  and  in  such  cases  one 
must  take  precedence  over  the  others.  From 
the  business  point  of  view  this  one  must  be 
the  interest  of  the  publishers;  or,  to -put  it 
another  way,  the  welfare  of  the  paper.  But 
the  welfare  of  the  paper  depends  first  on  its 
serving  the  interests  of  its  readers.  It  comes 
to  this,  then,  that  the  interests  of  the  subscrib- 
ers must  be  considered  before  all  others, — 
and  when  they  are  opposed  to  any  other  that 
other  must  yield. 

For  if  the  interests  of  the  readers  are  made 
subordinate  to  the  immediate  gain  of  either 
publishers  or  advertisers;  the  influence  of  the 
paper  is  diminished,  its  circulation  reduced, 
and  the  policy  which  on  the  surface  promised 
profit  to  advertisers  or  publishers  brings  them 
loss  instead.  Taking  one  thing  with  another, 
in  the  long  run  the  interests  of  all  are  best 
protected  by  practically  ignoring  all  but  those 
of  the  suliscribers. 

It  is  difficult  to  make  advertisers  see  this. 
Nearly  always  they  look  at  the  question  nar- 
rowly. It  seems  to  them  that  the  interests  of 
the  man  who  pays  ten,  fifty,  or  a  hundred 
dollars  for  advertising  space  should  be  of 
much  more  importance  to  the  paper  than  the 
interests  of  the  man  who  pays  his  subscription 
of  one  dollar.  They  do  not  consider  that  when 
interests  conflict,  it  is,  from  the  publishers' 
standpoint  more  profitable  to  please  a  thou- 
sand suljscribers  paying  one  dollar  each  than 
one  advertiser  who  buys  space  to  the  amount 
of  one  hundred  dollars.  More  than  this,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  publisher  should  in  such  a 
case  act  sometimes  in  direct  opposition  to 
what  appears  to  be  the  immediate  interest  of 
some  advertisers,  and  consider  only  his  sub- 
scribers. If  this  is  not  done  the  paper  loses 
subscribers,  and  thus,  finally,  loses  too,  the 
very  advertisers  for  whom  it  sacrificed  its 
subscribers  and  its  own  interests.  By  con- 
sidering the  subscribers  first  one  advertiser, 
or  two,  or  three  may  be  lost;  but  the  rest  will 
be  more  firmly  held,  and  there  will  be  besides 
an  increased  volume  of  new  advertising  keep- 
ing pace  with  increasing  circulation. 

*   *  * 

When  the  subscriber  buys  the  paper  he  buys 
with  it  the  results  of  the  wider  opportunities 
for  observation  afforded  its  editors;  he  buys 
the  news  of  the  poultry  world,  and  the 
opinions  of  experts  on  matters  pertaining  to 
the  industry.  Unless  the  paper  furnishes 
these  to  him,  it  has  for  him  no  value.  It  will 
sometimes  happen  that  the  publication  of 
opinions  or  of  news  valuable  to  the  subscribers 
injures  the  sales  of  some  advertisers.  The 
latter  at  once  exclaim  that  the  paper  which 
takes  their  money  ought  to  be  conducted  to 
serve  their  interests. 

Apart  from  the  fact  that  the  interests  of  the 
advertisers  are  most  effectually  served  by  con- 
sidering first  the  interests  of  the  subscribers, 
there  is  this  to  be  taken  into  account:  It  was 
open  to  the  advertiser  to  learn  the  general 


policy  of  the  paper  before  making  his  contract 
for  space,  and  to  decide  for  himself  whether, 
in  view  of  that  policy, it  was  likely  or  possible 
that  the  sale  of  the  articles  he  has  to  ofTA  in 
the  advertising  columns  would  be  injuriously 
affected  by  matter  appearing  in  the  reading 
columns.  Only  a  marked  deviation  from  its 
original  or  usual  policy  can  justly  be  made 
ground  for  complaint  that  the  policy  of  the 
paper  injures  its  advertising  patrons.  As  a 
matter  of  ordinary  business  forethought,  the 
advertiser  owed  it  to  his  own  interests  to 
examine  into  the  case,  and  if  he  failed  to  do 
so;  or,  if  he  finds  that  his  judgment  erred,  he 
can  consistently  blame  only  himself. 

*  *  * 

Let  us  look  at  some  of  the  particular  cases 
where  interests  conflict. 

A  certain  breed  is  being  developed  along 
line.^which  are  bound  to  give  it  extraordinary 
usefulness  and  great  popularity.  As  a  matter 
of  news,  the  paper  is  bound  to  let  this  be 
known.  As  a  question  concerning  the  inter- 
ests of  poultrymen  who  are  subscribers,  it  is 
bound  to  set  forth  fully  every  item  of  interest 
connected  with  the  development  of  this  breed. 
Such  action  on  the  part  of  the  papei-  undoubt- 
edly helps  this  breed  and  its  breeders,  and 
makes  the  paper  appear  an  active  agent,  in 
building  up  the  reputation  of  the  one  breed  at 
the  expense  of  others.  But  the  agency  of  the 
paper  is  passive  rather  than  active;  it  records 
events,  does  not  make  them ;  and  when  it 
ceases  to  faithfully  record  all  that  it  is  for  the 
advantage  of  its  readers  to  know  it  leaves 
itself  without  even  an  apology  for  existing, 
and  soon  becomes  worthless  to  all  concerned 
iu  its  welfare. 

*  ^  * 
* 

Or,  it  may  be  that  for  some  reason  the  pop- 
ularity of  a  certain  lirecJ  is  on  the  wane.  It 
will  follow  without  intention  or  effort  of  the 
editor  that  that  breed  will  be  mentioned  less 
frequently  and  less  favorably.  The  breeders, 
noticing  a  falling  off  in  their  sales  coincident 
with  this  state  of  affairs  in  the  paper,  at  once 
suspect  and  even  accuse  the  paper  of  deliber- 
ately creating  a  sentiment  hostile  to  that  breed 
and  thereby  injuring  their  business.  A  little 
reflection  and  a  slight  acquaintance  with  the 
histories  of  various  paper-boomed  lireeds 
ought  to  show  those  iu  such  a  frame  of  mind 
that  their  suspicions  were  groundless.  That 
is  happening  to  their  breed  which  has  hap- 
pened, or  will  at  some  time  happen,  to  every 
article  of  produce  or  manufacture.  The  old 
brands,  the  old  races,  the  old  varieties  are 
supplanted  by  new  ones  which  are  at  lea.st 
thought  to  be  better.  Commodities  have  a 
life;  they  begin  to  be;  their  existence,  long  or 
short, is  accompanied  by  fluctuations;  they  die. 

To  the  breeders  of  a  dying  or  a  changing 
breed,  that  crisis  in  business  is  coming  which 
may  come  in  any  business,  and  must  come  iu 
many.  Every  sagacious  business  man  sees 
this  crisis  always  before  him  as  a  possible  evil 
to  be  avoided,  or  warded  off,  not  by  attempt- 
ing to  force  the  public  to  take  his  wares,  but 
by  making  such  changes  in  his  stock  that  he 
can  give  the  public  what  it  wants.  And  so 
the  advertiser  who  is  handling  a  breed  that 
sells  poorly  or  indifferently  well,  will  consult 
his  own  best  interests  by  getting  rid  of  it  and 
turning  his  attention  to  one  that  will  sell  with 
the  best.  Business  success  has  no  room  for 
sentiment;  no  time  for  crying  over  spilt  milk 
—  and  offsets  its  losses  in  one  place  by  gains 
in  another. 

*  ...  * 

There  is  a  way  in  which  a  paper  may  be  the 
active  agent  in  bringing  about  changes  of 
opinion  and  changes  of  method  which  more 
or  less  affect  returns  from  advertising.  In 
this  it  is  justified  while  keeping  in  view  the 
general  interests  of  its  subscriber.^  and  the 
greatest  good  of  the  poultry  industry  as  a 
whole. 

We  have  here  in  mind,  particularly,  the 
attitude  of  Farm-Poultry  on  the  utility 
question.  From  the  date  of  its  first  issue 
until  now  the  policy  of  the  paper  has  never 
varied;  nor  will  it  vary  in  the  future.  The 
paper  was  established  with  the  deliberately 
avowed  purpose  of  making  it  the  representa- 
tive organ  of  that  element  among  poultrymen 
which  considers  fowls  from  the  profit  stand- 
point; its  mission  has  been,  and  is,  the  estab- 
lishment of  industrial  poultry  breeding  on 
broad  and  permanent  foundations.  It  was 
in  the  power  of  every  man  who  ever  adver- 
tised in  Fakm-Poultry  to  learn  first  the 
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policy  of  the  paper  and  toa<k  himself  whether 
such  stuck  as  be  had  to  offer  would  give  satis- 
faction to  its  readers  when  they  became  buy- 
ers.' And  if  it  seemed  to  him  that  his  stock 
was  not  such  as  would  be  acceptable  to  the 
class  of  buyers  to  be  reached  through  Farm- 
Poultry,  two  courses  were  open  to  him  :  — 
either  to  breed  stock  that  would  sell  then,  or 
to  advertise  elsev/here.  He  cannot  expect  the 
pub|lishers  of  the  paper  to  sacrifice  all  other 
interests  to  what  he  supposes  is  his. 

*   ^  * 

The  advertisers  in  a  paper  ought  to  be  its 
most  careful  readers.  While  as  a  cla.ss  their 
interests  are  less  than  the  interests  of  sub- 
scribers, their  individual  interests  are  mani- 
fold greater,  and  are,  moreover,  dependent  on 
an  exact  knowledge  of  the  conditions  of  the 
industry.  When  a  man  finds  the  breed  he 
handles  becoming  less  popular  he  should  at 
once  set  about  learning  the  reason,  and,  if 
possible,  remedying  it.  If  it  is  a  matter  that 
cannot  be  remedied,  he  must  abandon  this 
breed,  and  stock  up  with  one  that  will  sell 
better. 

If  his  stock  is  not  selling  as  well  as  that  of 
some  competitor  he  ought  at  once  to  admit  to 
himself  (what  any  business  man  of  sound 
judgment  would  tell  him)  that  the  other  man 
either  has  better  stock  or  is  a  better  salesman. 
A  large  part  of  the  poultry  breeder's  success 
depends  on  his  ability  as  a  salesman.  That  is 
an  aspect  of  the  question  which  not  one  in  ten 
ever  considers. 

A  says  to  himself,  "  My  stock  is  as  good  as 
B's,  my  prices  the  same.  How  is  it  that  he 
sells  so  much  more  than  I  do?"  It  rarely 
occurs  to  him  that  B  has  the  qualities  which 
make  a  good  salesman,  and  he  has  not. 

The  advertiser  who  faithfully  and  observ- 
antly roads  the  poultry  papers  need  never 
have  an  unsalable  stock  on  his  hands.  Study- 
ing the  changes  in  the  various  breeds  and  in 
public  taste,  he  will  know  what  to  produce, 
and  will  never  make  the  mistake  of  seeking  to 
force  on  his  customers  a  breed  who.se  day  of 
popularity  hasdeparted.  The  man  whobreeds 
only  for  his  own  uso  can  afford  to  consult  his 
own  wishes;  he  who  breeds  fowls  for  sale 
cannot;  he  must  breed  what  will  sell. 

No  amount  of  advertising  or  of  favorable 
editorial  mention  will  induce  people  to  take 
one  breed  when  they  want  another  and  can 
get  that  other,  or  to  buy  a  class  of  fowls  they 
do  not  want  when  fowls  they  do  want  are  to 
be  procured. 

Editorial  Correspondence. 

The  editorial  correspondence  now  appearing 
in  Farm-Poultry  constitutes  a  new  feature 
in  poultry  journalism.  With  its  beginning 
began  a  new  era  in  this  paper's  history. 
While  the  general  policy  of  the  paper  remains 
unchanged,  its  work  for  the  future  will  be  on 
a  much  broader  basis  than  in  the  past.  The 
rapid  advance  made  in  the  state  of  general 
information  on  practical  poultry  topics  makes 
it  imperative  on  this  paper,  if  it  is  still  to  lead 
in  its  chosen  field,  to  undertake  the  work 
Which  some  poultry  paper  must  do  for  the 
progressive,  practical  poultrymen  of  the 
country.  It  was  with  this  object  in  view  that 
31r.  Hunter's  European  trip  was  planned,  and 
interesting  and  valuable  as  the  editorial  cor- 
respondence now  appearing  is  to  our  readers, 
what  is  to  follow  when  he  returns  and  has 
time  to  fully  extend  his  notes  and  deliberately 
outline  the  scheme  of  future  work  in  Farm- 
Poultry  will  far  exceed  it  in  both  these  par- 
ticulars. 

Incubators  and  Brooders. 

Farm-Poultry  for  Sept.  1st  will  be  largely 
given  to  a  symposium  on  "  Mistakes  People 
Make  AVith  Incubators  and  Brooders."  The 
articles  will  be  contributed  by  leading  manu- 
facturers, and  will  make  this  issue  one  of  the 
most  valuable  we  have  ever  sent  out.  To 
intending  buyers  of  machines,  and  to  those 
who  are  striving  to  master  the  details  of  their 
successful  management,  nothing  more  useful 
could  be  offered  than  this  symposium. 

Not  Just  In  Our  Line. 

Someone,  who  signs  himself  A.  B.  C,  no 
address,  writes  to  ask  if  it  is  legal  for  a  man 
to  get  married  here  who  has  a  wife  living  in 
England.  He  says  he  is  one  of  our  old  sul>- 
scribers,  and  as  we  very  much  dislike  to  see 
any  of  them  in  trouble  we  will  inform  A.  B.  C- 
tbatsuch  an  action  would  be  illegal. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 


CTrtspoH,ifnU  rha  enelote  Uami>s  for  rrplf  r«-e-iK 
immf^ittt  mHsrtrs  bf  utail.  Whtn  ho  uamps  an 
tmct»tt^  ywesnmu  rkick  art  general  inlerest  axd 
kmr«  M  rtrenll)  mpftrnml  lure  are  yriHted  trilh 
nmri  n  tkit  Jepmrtmenl.  Several  corrtspondeiits 
loarlHM  rrite  rntahmu  Ike  $amu  time  lo  ast  the  same 
:t*etfioH.  K^'c^rte  omly  one  Wtfvuy  is  printea,  lt*ot 
■  '  the  ««rfr  to  fottr  i/tieiliOH.  mot  for  fottr  initials 
-:  tj  resujence. 


Questions  Briefly  Answered. 

[Any  o(  thr  numbers  of  FAitv-rorLTRY  rrfi-rrt-J 
■  below,  will  he  supplit^l  mt  Ihe  rale  of  five  cents 

QCOTATION.— (A.  W.  P.,  Xa.'sbua,  X.  H.) : 
If  you  will  notice,  tbe  article  you  refer  to  was 
c!iji(>eU  from  aiiolber  paper.  Wriie  lo  tbe 
editor  of  tbat  paper  (American  Fancier, 
Jobn^town,  X.  Y.),  for  the  address  of  tbe 
writer  of  tbe  article. 

PocLTRY  Monthly.— (W.  E.  G..  Taunton. 
Mass.) :  Tbe  Poultry  Mt)Hthl>i  is  publisbeil 
by  the  Ferris  rublisbiiig  Co..  Albany,  X.  Y. 
Sub>criptioQ  price  Jl.OO per ye.ir;  wiibF.\K.M- 
Poi'LTRY  ^1.75.  Your  second  question  will 
have  to  wait  Mr.  Hunter's  return. 

BfKF  Wyaxix)TTES.— (C.  P.  G.,  Provi- 
dence. R.  I.):  We  bav«  bad  no  experience 
with  tbe  Buff  Wyandotte?:  but  have  beard 
them  very  highly  spoken  of  by  i>ersons  who 
Ijave  bred  them. 

Period  ok  IxcfBATioN.— iG.  F.  E..  Gas- 
tonia.  X.  C.)  :  l)uck  and  guinea  eggs  require 
abuuc  tbe  same  time  to  batch.  Ducli  eggs 
u?ually  hatch  in  Iweiity-eigbt  days.  lu  guinea 
eggs  the  time  varies  from  twenty-si.\  to 
thirty  days. 

Two  Months  Recokh.— iR.  H.  R..Rliiiic- 
cliff.  X.  Y.I  :  Tbe  record  i«  a  good  one  for  the 
time  covered;  but  why  send  us  in  July  a 
record  for  February  ami  March?  What  have 
the  bens  been  doing  since? 

Chickex  Pox.— (J.  L.,  Green  River,  Wy., 
and  A.  B.  D.,  Charleston.  S.  C.) :  The  warts 
are  the  ulcers  of  chicken  pox.  U>e  carlxilaled 
vaseline  twice  daily.  Avoid  damp  bou?es  and 
exposure  to  rains. 

Lice  ox  TfRKETS.- /.J.  B..  Washington. 
Iowa):  If  you  examine  your  turkeys  care- 
fully we  think  jou  will  find  them  infested 
with  lice. 


Some  Duck  Qaertlone. 

Mr.  EJitor:— I  wrote  you  some  time  a^o  atwnt  my 
docks,  asking  3 m  why  tbey  dltl  not  lay,  an*]  rcceive<l 
a  reply  from  you  In  whlcli  you  advlseti  nje  logo  on 
feedlDiras  before,  and  the  ducks  would  go  to  laying 
again.  Tou  also  asked  me  to  report  results. 

1  did  go  on  teeding  as  before,  and  tiie  ducks  began 
laying  again,  but  soon  slacked  up.  I  fetl  oats  and 
corn  ground  together,  once  a  day,  and  they  had 
nolimlled  range.  From  eleven  ducks  I  goi  attout  two 
hundred  and  fifty  eggs:  of  those  only  at>oat  one-half 
were  fertile,  and  only  a  small  per  cent  of  the  fertile 
eggs  tialcbed.  a  great  many  dying  in  the  shell.  A  rat 
got  into  our  brooder  bouse  and  killed  atxiut  forty- 
five  ducks,  leaving  us  only  thirty-three  ducklings 
trom  the  eleven  ducks. 

1  have  three  incubators  of  IQO-egg  size,  filled  with 
duck  eggs,  but  we  have  had  a  good  deal  of  hard 
thunder  lately,  and  I  have  heard  it  said  that  thunder 
would  kill  a  good  many  In  the  shell. 

There  are  two  possible  reasons  why  tbe  ducks  <lid 
not  do  well  In  the  spring.  First,  they  were  fat  last 
fall  and  winter;  and  second,  part  of  them  were 
liatclied  rather  late  last  year,  that  Is  in  May  and  .June. 
During  the  winter  I  fed  oats  and  corn  ground 
together,  and  bran,  shorts  and  tnrnips  for  a  mash  in 
the  morning.  They  laid  quite  early  compared  with 
those  of  my  neighbors,  but  did  not  keep  at  it  for  any 
length  of  time.  They  would  lay  lor  a  few  days  and 
then  slack  up  for  a  week  or  so.  then  lay  for  a  few  days 
again.  Xow  they  have  stopped  entirely. 

I  am  going  lo  try  the  ducks  again  next  year,  and 
woQld  like  lo  ask  a  few  more  questions. 

Why  won't  Incubators  that  hatch  an  average  of  80 
percent  of  hens' eggs,  (that  is  of  fertile  eggs>do  to 
hatch  dnck  eggs  with  the  same  general  management  ? 
Wlien  do  ducks  stop  laying  generally  ? 
Crescent  City,  111.  O.L.  M. 

Concerning  the  batcbing  of  duck  eggs,  we 
quote  from  Mr.  Boyer's  book,  "  Profitable 
Poultry  Farming : " 

"  Duck  eggs  require  turning,  and  tbe  same 
general  handling  as  hens'  eggs,  during  tbe 
period  of  incubation,  says  Mr.  Rankin,  and 
tbe  same  amount  of  heat  with  a  little  more 
moisture  after  tbey  begin  to  pip. 

"  Cooper  says  duck  eggs  are  not  more 
difficult  to  hatch  than  ben  eggs,  and  require 
tbe  same  general  treatment.  Tbe  only  point 
to  bear  in  mind  is  that  they  require  more  air 


'because  they  are  larger,  and  are  more  difticiilt 
to  dry  down.  •  •  •  Cool  a  little  more  than  for 
H  hen  egg. 

••  Campbell  says  duck  eggs  and  hen  eggs  can 
lie  halcbed  together;  but  will  batch  best  if  by 
themselves." 

Our  experience  with  ducks  has  been  mostly 
experimental,  and  we  bad  the  same  difficulty 
with  Pekiii  ducks  in  keeping  tbe  ilucks  laying 
regularly.  We  are  inclined  to  think  the 
irregular  laying  was  due,  in  part,  if  not 
entirely,  lo  tbe  ducks  being  disturbed  by 
o<'casionally  handling  one  of  the  flock,  or  by 
persons  passing  through  or  near  their  yard. 
Of  the  fertility  of  eggs  we  never  bad  reason 
lo  complain.  From  what  we  have  seen  of  tbe 
cross  of  the  Pekin  and  the  common  white 
duck,  it  seems  tbat  tbe  excessive  timidity  of 
the  Pekin  might  be  much  reduced  by  tbe 
judicious  infusion  of  other  blood.  Our  Pekin 
ducklings  were  perfectly  fearless  until  it 
became  necessary  to  catch  some  of  lliem ; 
afler  that  tbey  were  wild,  no  matter  bow 
gently  handled. 

I>ucks  generally  stop  laying  :iboul  July  Isl. 


.\  Ca*ie  of  Reversion. 
Mr.  Editor:— I  aui  a  leader  of  Fakm-Poi  I.TItv, 
and  can  say  1  rtud  it  the  iihi?i  reliable  paper  I  ever 
saw.  I  could  uol  \k  williout  It  if  it  cost  five  times  as 
much;  for,  atlhougli  I  don't  raise  piiullry  I  love  to 
study  the  different  opinions.  Now  1  have  a  tiuestlou 
I  would  like  to  ask  your  opinion  on.  It  was  in  some 
time  a^o,  but  the  circumstances  are  difTerent  in  this 
case. 

My  brother  has  fifteen  pure  blood  W.  I*.  Rock  hens, 
also  three  tine  W.  V.  Kock  rotisters.  lie  had  a  hen 
hatch  day  In-fore  j  esienlay.  She  brought  ofT  twelve 
chicks,  one  of  wl-.ich  is  us  black  as  a  crow.  He  has  no 
other  heus  except  these  W.  I*.  Uocks,  aud  has  no  near 
nel^liliors.  Now,  why  was  one  of  them  black?  He 
says  It  Is  n  freak  of  nature.  He  started  willi  oue  cock 
and  two  hens  that  were  prize  winners;  so  he  knows 
the  stock  Is  pure.  I'lease  let  us  know  in  next  F.\ItM- 
I*oi'LTiiY  what  your  opinion  is?  Also,  please  give 
us  a  good  idea  of  the  numlier  of  hens  that  can  be  kept 
in  a  house  10  x  50  feet,  on  the  scratching  shed  plau? 

Watcrbury,  Coun.  F.  E,  C. 

As  the  W.  P.  Rocks  were  originally  sports 
from  the  Uarred  variety,  and  tbe  Barred  P. 
Rocks  are  a  made  breed  with  a  black  fowl  as 
one  of  their  first  ancestors,  it  is  not  hard  to 
account  by  reversion  for  a  black  chick  occa- 
sionally in  W.  P.  Rocks.  Indeed,  W.  P. 
Rocks  generally  show  more  or  less  dark  color 
in  the  down.  In  Barred  P.  Rocks  nearly 
black  chicks  are  not  at  all  i-are,  particularly 
when  very  dark  breeding  fowls  are  used. 

Ill  a  bouse  of  Ibe  dimensions  given  from 
sixty  lo  one  hundred  hens  could  be  kept  — 
the  number  varying  with  the  breed,  tbe 
season,  and  the  care.  With  W.  P.  Rocks,  for 
best  results  and  taking  the  year  through,  we 
think  sixty  would  be  about  right.  Of  course 
in  making  Ibis  statement  we  lake  it  for 
granted  that  the  fowls  are  to  have  abundant 
yard  room.  With  roomy  yards,  provided 
with  shade,  more  fowls  can  be  kept  in  a  house 
than  if  the  yards  are  small,  shadcless,  and  the 
fow  Is  must  remain  in  the  bouse  when  needing 
shelter  by  daylight  as  well  as  at  night. 


We  Don't  Do  It  That  Way. 

Mr.  Editor; — I  received  the  sample  copy  of  your 
paper,  and  have  been  unable  to  subscribe  yet.  I  send 
you  aliove  an  article  that  I  am  sure  will  please  your 
readers  among  lurkey  raisers,  and  if  you  will  publish 
it  just  as  written,  correcting  only  mistakes  lu  gram- 
mar, orthography,  punctuation,  etc.,  and  send  me 
some  copies  I  will  act  as  agent  for  you  and  use  llieiii 
to  try  to  pet  you  subscribers,  and  will  have  the  article 
copied  in  our  paper  at  the  counly  seat,  giving  Fahm- 
POULTRY  credit  for  it.  A.  S.  G. 

Cliamplain,  Va. 

P.  S.  Am  accustomed  to  writing  for  papers,  and 
may  send  you  other  articles. 

[Then  follows  a  long  suggestion  as  to  illustrating 
the  article.— Ed.] 

The  device  described  by  Mr.  G.  is  of  such  a 
nature  that  we  could  publish  tbe  description 
only  after  having  seen  it  in  operation,  or  on 
the  recommendation  of  some  o:ie  known  to 
us  on  whose  veracity  and  judgment  we  could 
rely.  This  is  not  saying  thai  Mr.  G.  is  either 
untruthful  or  injudicious,  but  simply  tbat  we 
know  nothing  about  him,  have  not  the  oppor- 
tunity to  test  his  "invention;"  and  as  its 
utility  appears  to  us  questionable,  we  do  not 
care  to  use  his  article. 

Any  number  of  such  articles  are  sent  us 
during  a  year,  and  consigned  to  the  waste 
basket  or  returned  to  the  writers.  The  fact 
tbat  tbey  never  are  heard  of  again  contirms 
our  judgment  of  their  value;  for  a  really  use- 
ful thing  will  gradually  make  Its  way,  though 
turned  down  by  every  poultry  paper  in  tbe 
land. 

People  frequently  write  us  asking  if  we 


w  ill  give  them  a  year's  subscription  in  return 
for  an  article  for  the  paper.  To  do  this  w  onid 
cause  us,  and  the  subscribers  as  w  ell,  endless 
annoyance.  We  arrange  in  advance  only  for 
articles  from  contributors  specially  qualified 
to  handle  certain  subjects— people  we  know 
will  give  us  articles  that  wc  can  use.  AVben 
not  nearly  all  of  the  articles  offered  by  regular 
contributors,  people  who  keep  abreast  of  the 
times,  know  what  is  going  on  in  the  poultry 
world,  and  have  iiu  ui)-to-d;ite  interest  in 
poultry  problems — people  whose  contributions 
do  not  have  lo  be  re-written  before  going  lo 
the  printer,  are  accepted  for  publication,  it  is 
easy  for  the  reader  to  see  how  small  a  pro- 
portion of  the  jirticlcs  siibmilled  under  such 
an  arrangement  would  be  worth  a  dollar  lo 
us.  Xine  times  out  of  ten  it  would  take  tbe 
editor  twice  as  long  to  put  the  writer's  maiui- 
script  in  shape  for  publication  as  lo  write  an 
article  covering  the  same  points  himself;  and 
ninety-nine  limes  out  of  a  hundred  the  result- 
ing article  is  much  less  acceptable  to  our  sub- 
scribers than  if  written  by  the  editor. 

Tbe  publishers  cannot  afl'ord  to  pay  double 
the  rate  for  articles  of  little  value  tbat  they 
do  for  articles  of  great  value;  and  that  is  just 
what  the  article  for  subscription  amounts 
to.  It  is  wrong  in  principle,  as  wrong  :is  the 
article  for  adrertisinrj  scheme. 

We  know  that  in  these  br.rd  times  the  dol- 
lars arc  not  always  e;isy  to  got;  but  if  those 
who  want  tbe  paper  and  have  not  Ihe  cash  to 
]iay  for  it  will  examine  the  iiiduccnienls 
oflered  to  agents  we  think  they  will  find  it 
not  difficult  to  secure  their  own  subscription 
by  a  very  little  efl'ort  under  an  arrangement 
that  will  be  equally  profitable  to  all  parties. 


Teaching  Chirks  to  Koost. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  a  lot  of  \V.  P.  liock  chickens 
wiiicli  show  no  InclinHtioii  lo  roost,  and  never  have. 
They  are  about  twelve  weeks  old,  and  large.  What 
shall  1  do  about  them? 

The  last  lot  hatched  of  ^\'.  P.  Rocks  are  not  satis- 
factory. I  got  them  from  the  same  jilace  as  Ihe 
others,  but  the  eggs  were  all  shapes  and  sizes.  The 
first  lot  were  uniform  in  size  and  large.  1  think  llie 
last  were  mainly  pullet  eggs.  Some  were  long  and 
pointed,  others  small  almost  as  bantams'  eggs  —  few 
large  ones.  Out  of  the  two  liniidrt'd  there  were 
seventy-five  sickly  fertile  eggs  of  which  forty 
hatched.  In  most  of  the  unliatclied  eggs  I  found 
chicks  partly  formed.  A  few,  only  eight  or  ten,  had 
died  In  the  shell. 

Now  what  I  wish  to  ask.  Is:  Do  you  think  I  c:in 
save  Ihe  few  I  have  that  haven't  died  since  batching? 

The  reason  I  am  so  particular  about  this  lot  is  that 
I  wish  lo  keep  the  hens  for  breeding,  so  tiiat  1  won't 
have  to  buy  eggs  next  year. 

Ity  the  way,  will  these  eggs  do  for  next  year's 
haleliing?  G.  I,.  L. 

Kingston,  N.  V. 

Sometimes  changing  the  chicks  from  the 
bouse  tbey  have  been  accustomed  to  to  one 
with  roosts  conveniently  placed  induces  them 
to  roost.  When  this  fails  the  only  pl:iii  we 
found  effective  w  as  to  put  wide  boards  on  the 
roosts  extending  clear  back  to  tbe  wall,  and 
lift  a  part  of  the  chickens  to  these  every  night 
until  tbey  learn  to  go  themselves.  When  a 
part  of  the  flock  learns  to  roost  the  rest  grad- 
ually follow  suit.  It  is  a  rather  tedious  per- 
formance, but  we  know  of  no  other  way  lo 
accomplish  the  end  sought.  Our  P.  Kocks 
rarely  gave  us  any  trouble  in  Ibis  respect ;  but 
Brahmas  and  Cochins,  especially  tbe  former, 
used  to  make  our  lives  a  burden  about  this 
time  of  tbe  year.  We  have  had  some  .\siatics 
from  stock  that  had  been  bedded  on  the 
poultry  house  floor,  w  hich  never  could  be 
induced  to  roost. 

It  is  not  likely  that  tbe  hens  from  your  last 
hatch  will  make  desirable  bleeders  next  year 
should  you  succeed  in  raising  them.  Why 
not  keep  the  females  of  tbe  lot  hatched  early 
ill  April  for  breeders?  There  is  no  surer  or 
quicker  way  to  run  down  a  flock  than  by 
breeding  from  late  batched  iiumalure  fowls. 


I.eK  Weakness  and  Lire. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  enclos*'  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  nie, 
hoping  you  will  kindly  advise  the  writer  thi-ough  the 
columns  of  Faum-Poulthv.  Poultiy  keepeis  can- 
not be  too  thankful  for  your  kinduess  in  answering 
their  questions  and  giving  them  help.         C.  H.  A. 

PIttsfield,  Mass. 

Extract  fkom  Letter. 

"  I  will  try  to  describe  the  symptoms.  It  seems  lo 
be  a  loss  of  power  to  use  their  legs.  In  the  first  stage 
a  cliicken  st-enis  to  lie  as  well  as  ever,  hut  as  it  at- 
tempts to  run  it  does  not  use  its  legs  just  riglit,  but 
when  walking  it  is  not  noiiceable.  The  legs  grow 
weaker  slowly,  till  the  fowl  lies  on  its  side  with  boih 
legs  stretched  out,  utterly  helpless,  only  as  It  uses  its 


wings  to  flop  about  with.  The  legs  do. not  swell  or 
siMiuk.  The  appetite  keeps  good;  It  soiuetlmesseems 
that  the  fowl  eats  more  tliau  when  well,  and  does  not 
stop  eating  till  just  at  the  last.  The  disease  aflecls 
all  ages.  The  chickens  arc  free  to  run  out  of  doors. , 
except  on  very  stormy  days. 

I  feed  wheat  middlings,  corn  meal,  bran,  oat  feed,  or  ^ 
whatever  chances  to  be  in  the  grain  box.  Have  fed . 
animal  meal  mixed  with  the  scalded  feed,  and  have 
used  Sheriilaii's  Condilion  Pow-der  In  small  i|uantlty. 
They  have  by  them  nearly  all  the  time  cracked  corn, 
pop  corn,  buckwheat,  and  sour  milk. 

Their  pen  Is  tlry  and  clean,  with  plenty  of  chaiT  and 
<-o:tl  ashes  to  scratch  in. 

AVe  tried  ever,ything  we  could  think  of  on  them, 
bathed  their  legs  with  kerosene,  w  itcii  hazel,  and  hot 
atcoliol,  but  il  tlid  no  good. 

If  you  can  shed  any  light  on  the  subject  we  shall  he ' 
greatly  obliged.'  James  Jones. 

The  trouble  is  leg  weakness,  due  to  irregu- 
lar feeding  of  an  ill-balanced  ration,  causing 
general  debility,  with  lice  to  hasten  the  end. 

For  tbe  lice  use  a  good  insecticide.  To 
overcome  the  leg  weakness  the  following 
treatment  from  "  Farm  Poultry  Doctor,"  will 
be  found  cfl'eclive:  "  Remove  all  causes  of  the 
trouble,  as  pepper,  corn,  and  corn  meal. 
Overcrowding  must  be  avoided.  If  you  have 
been  feeding  any  and  every  time  you  went 
near  them,  in  fact,  'babying'  them,  change 
this  —  feeding  right  food  at  regular  intervals, 
and  at  no  time  tilling  them  to  repletion.  Give 
llu  in  a  yard  and  pen  by  themselves  to  avoid  ■ 
picking  upon  by  stronger  birds.  See  to  it 
lli:it  they  have  clean  water  and  green  food. 
Bathe  the  legs  daily  with  Anod\ne  Liniment 
or  linclure  of  arnica.  Bone  meal  or  phos- 
ph:itc  of  lime  should  be  put  in  the  morning 
mash.  Boiled  be;ins  or  peas  will  help  to  fur- 
nish :t  right  diet.  Xo  better  medicine  can  be 
given  than  quinine  —  one  grain  per  bird  every 
day,  administered  in  pill  form." 


Dimensions  uf  Kxhihition  Coops. 

Mr.  Editor:—  Please  publish  in  your  next  issue  the 
proper  dimensions  of  an  exhibition  coop?  We  are  to 
have  an  exhibition  in  SI.  .lohn  this  full,  and  it  is  de- 
sireil  to  make  the  poultry  Ihe  leading  attraction. 

St.  John,  N.  IJ.  r.  N.H. 

The  sizes  for  exhibition  coops  vary.  It  is 
always  desir;ible  to  have  the  coops  at  an 
exhibition  uniform  in  height  and  depth;  Ihe 
width  may  vary  with  the  number  of  birds 
designed  to  be  shown  in  the  coop.  Tbe  coop 
shown  in  F.-P.  for  Sept.  1st,  1S9G,  makes  a 
good  one  for  single  birds  or  puirs  of  the 
larger  varieties,  or  for  trios  of  the  sm;iller. 
The  dimensions  of  this  cooj)  are  height  .SO 
inches,  depth  24  inches,  width  (or  length)  30 
inches.  For  pens  of  five  birds,  four  feet  is  a  , 
good  length  for  the  small  breeds,  and  five  feet 
for  Asiatics  and  large  P.  Rocks.  It  is  cus- 
tomary for  tbe  man.tgers  of  shows,  where 
exhibitors  furnish  their  own  coops,  to  specify 
in  premium  lists  the  dimensions  preferred. 
Exhibitors  help  their  own  exhibits  as  well  as 
add  to  the  genenil  attractiveness  of  the  show 
by  building  their  coops  to  conform  to  these 
dimensions. 
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Ventilation  in  Incubator  Cellar. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  am  going  to  get  an  incubator  this 
r.ummer,  and  don't  know  liow  to  ventilate  my  cellar. 
It  is  Under  tlie  center  of  tlie  house,  and  exposed  only 
to  tlic  north  side.  On  that  side  there  is  a  porch  under 
whicli  is  a  small  window  which  gives  little  light  in 
the  cellar.  The  cellar  is  warm  and  dry,  but  is  dark 
and  close.  Do  you  think  it  would  do  for  an  Incubator 
without  ventilation  ? 

Pai-t  ol  my  hens  were  Barred  Plymouth  Eocks  and 
thereat  AVh.  Wyandottes;  the  roosters  were  P.  Rocks. 
"Which  roosters  would  be  best  to  cross  on  my  pullets 
this  winter  for  broilers— the  B.  P.  Rocks  or  the  W. 
Leghorns?  I  want  good  layers  at  the  same  time. 

Canton,  111.  J.  C.E. 

Your  cellar  will  need  ventilation;  but  we 
coulil  not  advise  just  how  to  arrange  it,  know- 
ing so  little  of  tbe  possibilities.  Study  tbe 
matter  out.  In  your  case  we  would  select  as 
breeders  the  best  P.  Rock  hens  in  the  flock 
and  breed  them  with  thoroughbred  males. 

The  writer  has  made  a  number  of  different 
crosses,  and  while  many  were  good,  in  general 
they  were  less  satisfactory  than  thoi-oughbreds 
from  the  same  parent  stocks. 


Lice.  Improper  Feeding. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  B.  Cochin  chicks,  some  six, 
some  four,  and  some  three  weeks  old.  They  seem  to 
eat  well  and  drink,  but  stand  around  and  sleep,  and 
at  last  die.  Some  old  hens  of  the  same  breed  are  also 
acting  the  same  way.  I  feed  them  (large  and  small) 
on  Pettijohn  one  morning,  bran  another,  and  scraps 
from  the  table  another.  At  niglit  I  give  corn  au<i 
wheat.  They  also  have  very  loose  bowels.  AVill  you 
kindly  tell  me  what  is  the  matter,  and  what  to  do  to 
check  the  bowels  ?  H.  J.  D. 

East  Orange,  N.  J. 

It  would  appear  that  both  old  and  young 
chickens  have  lice;  though  if  the  old  ones 
wei-e  out  of  condition  the  young  might  be 
aflFeeted  as  described  while  entirely  free  from 
vermin. 

It  would  be  better  to  mix  the  Pettijohn, 
bran  and  table  scraps,  and  feed  together  every 
morning.  The  bran  alone  hicks  nutritive 
value;  the  Pettijohn  alone  (though  we  have 
had  no  experience  in  feeding  it)  probably  is 
too  concenti-ated  a  food ;  and  the  table  scraps. 
If  fed  only  every  third  day,  are  apt  to  be 
more  or  less  sour  at  this  season.  Sour  table 
scraps  alone  might  cause  the  bowel  trouble. 
Through  the  hot  weather  we  would  feed  corn 
not  oftener  than  twice  a  week,  and  then  make 
it  but  one-fourth  to  one-fifth  of  the  night 
feed,  the  rest  being  oats.  The  remaining 
days  give  wheat  at  night.  For  the  young 
chicks  bake  a  corn  bread  of  coarse  meal,  and 
feed  several  times  during  the  day.  Even  if 
the  range  is  fairly  good  it  will  pay  you  lo  do 
this.  Feed  only  what  they  will  eat  clean,  but 
feed  often.  At  night  give  the  youngsters 
whole  wheat.  Give  neither  whole  nor  cracked 
corn  while  feeding  the  corn  bread.  To  check 
the  bowels,  give  boiled  milk  to  drink,  and  if 
on  examination  you  find  that  lice  are  present 
use  a  good  insecticide. 


Incubator  Questions. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  wish  to  start  in  the  poultry  business 
on  a  small  sc!ile,  hut  am  not  at  all  proflcieut.  My 
wife  is  used  to  chickens,  and  I  am  more  than  willing 
to  do  the  work  with  her  advice  and  the  help  of  your 
valuable  paper.  Will  you  please  answer  the  follow- 
ing questions: 

1st.  Am  I  perfectly  safe  in.  buying  an  incubator 
and  brooder  from  the  Reli:ible  Incubator  Co.,  Quincy, 
111.— or  can  I  do  better  ?  Can  I  get  as  good  a  machine 
at  a  lower  price  ? 

2d.  Which  is  the  better,  a  hot  water  brooder  or  a 
hot  air  brooder— and  why  ? 

3d.  When  ought  I  to  start  an  incubator  to  be  rea- 
sonably sure  of  carrying  the  chicks  safely  through 
tlie  cold  weather? 

4th.  What  is  the  cheapest  chicken  house  I  can 
afford  to  build— capacity  from  sixty  to  one  hundred 
liens?  I  think  of  keeping  Barred  V.  Rocks  and  Sher- 
woods.  For  a  beginner  would  you  advise  these 
breeds  lor  all  around  purposes?  The  Sherwoods  are 
the  sturdiest  chickens  I  know.  J.  p.  p, 

Hagerstown,  Md. 

1st.  The  Reliable  Incubator  Co.  will  do 
exactly  as  they  agree  to.  You  are  perfectly 
safe  in  dealing  with  them.  We  can  say  that 
the  same  is  true  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge 
and  belief  of  every  other  incubator  firm  and 
every  advertiser  in  F.-P.  Whether  you  can 
get  as  good  a  machine  at  a  lower  price,  we 
cannot  say.    We  don't  know. 

2d.  Opinions  differ.  Read  the  manufac- 
turers' catalogues,  and  see  what  reasons  eacli 
gives  in  support  of  his  system.  F.-P.  for 
Sept.  1st  will  contain  a  number  of  special 
articles  of  great  value  to  beginners  with  and 
Intending  purchasers  of  incubators  and 
brooders. 

3d.  If  you  hatch  healthy  chicks,  manage 
your  brooder  right,  and  give  them  proper 


care  in  other  respects,  you  c  ;ir.  nke  the  chicks 
safely  through  any  cold  weather.  You  should, 
however,  begin  experimenting  with  your 
incubator  soon,  as  if  that  is  postponed  until 
about  the  time  you  wish  to  begin  hatching 
the  season's  wovt  may  be  lost.  You  cannot 
learn  it  all  in  a  day  —  nor  in  a  month  or  a, 
year,  for  that  matter  —  but  the  sooner  you 
begin  to  learn  the  better. 

Hh.  For  a  house  we  recommend  the 
scratching  shed  house  illustrated  and  described 
in  our  May  lot  number.  It  can  be  made  of 
any  length  desired.  The  Plymouth  Rocks 
and  Sberwoods  are  both  good  breeds.  Tbe 
Sherwoods  have  never  had  a  wide  popularity, 
but  there  have  been  reasons  for  this  apart 
from  the  merit  of  the  fowls.  If  you  know 
them  and  like  them,  we  would  say  by  all 
means  breed  them. 


ii'^'.^'^'  '    .  •  •  •   ^ 


Value  of  Chicks.    Liver  Trouble  and 
Indigestion. 

Mr. Editor:  — Iliave  some  full  blooded  Black  Min- 
orca chickens,  some  seven-eighths,  and  some  half- 
bloods.  They  are  from  two  lo  three  months  old.  I 
have  a  chance  to  sell  a,  few.  How  much  should  I 
charge  apiece  for  them  ? 

I  have  a  Black  Minorca  hen  which  eats  well  and 
looks  well,  but  is  weak  in  the  legs.  Is  it  liver  trouble  ? 
Does  liver  trouble  come  from  indigestion?  I  supply 
them  plenty  of  grit.  I  also  have  a  cockerel  the  same 
way,  only  his  crop  is  rather  large  and  hard.  I  had 
him  in  a  small  box  to  fatten,  and  he  did  not  have  much 
grit.  I  would  throw  some  in  the  box  once  in  a  while. 
I  gave  them  each  a  Parsons'  Pill  last  night,  and  will 
give  again  tonight  and  tomorrow  night.      A.  R.  S. 

Revere,  Mass. 

A  fair  price  for  the  grade  chicks  would  he 
twenty-five  per  cent  above  their  market  value. 
This  may  seem  a  little  low  to  some,  but  we 
would  not  give  over  that  for  them  at  the  age 
mentioned.  The  thoroughbred  chicks  we 
consider  worth  at  that  age  about  half  their 
estimated  value  at  maturity. 

It  would  hardly  be  correct  to  say  that  liver 
disease  caused  indigestion  ;  as  both  come  from 
want  of  exercise  and  improper  feeding;  they 
often  occur  together.  The  medical  treatment 
is  good  ;  but  to  be  permanently  effective  must 
be  accompanied  by  proper  hygienic  treatment. 


Imperfect  Action  of  Crop. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  The  first  week  In  April,  in  a  clutch  of 
chickens,  there  was  one  that  was  very  weak  at  birth; 
hut  while  now  living  it  is  only  about  one-half  the  size 
of  the  other  chicken*  of  the  same  clutch.  They  are 
Brown  Legliorns.  There  is  something  wrong  with 
this  chicken,  and  I  would  like  to  know  what  it  is.  as  I 
am  interested  and  have  read  Farm-Poultry  Doctor  " 
through  without  finding  anything  in  it  that  points  to 
a  similar  case.  The  symptoms  of  this  chicken's  case 
are  as  follows :  It  was  weak  at  birth.  It  eats  well,  but 
there  is  nothing  in  the  crop  but  wind  at  all  times.  It 
cannot  fly  up  to  a  roost  two  feet  high ;  is  shaky  on  the 
legs;  is  only  half  the  size  of  the  other  chickens;  and 
in  general,  while  apparently  healthy,  don't  liiake  the 
progress  that  the  other  chickens  do.  Please  advise 
what  to  do  in  this  case,  as  it  is  a  freak,  and  I  would 
like  to  cure  it  if  possible.  Also  let  me  know  what  to 
do  with  a  sitting  hen  that  gets  overheated  either 
while  hatching  or  otherwise.  J.  C.  C. 

Chicago,  111. 

We  would  not  try  to  cure  the  chicken. 
From  our  point  of  view  it  is  cruel  to  allow  it 
to  live.  The  trouble  we  can  only  gtiess  at.  It 
seems  that  the  chick  was  hatched  with  an 
imperfect  crop,  and  that  because  of  this  defect 
digestion  is  imperfect — it  has  not  indigestion 
properly,  but  cannot  digest  the  amount  of 
food  necessary  to  produce  a  healthy  normal 
growth. 

We  do  not  quite  understand  the  question 
about  tire  hen.  If  the  overheating  is  heat 
apoplexy  we  should  treat  as  for  apoplexy  in 
"F.-P.  Doctor." 


Eleventh  Hour  Honesty. 

Mr.  Editor:  — Please  tell  me  if  Shoemaker's  con- 
dition.powder  is  not  too  strong  for  little  chicks.  I 
had  some  made  up  by  a  druggist  from  a  receipt  taken  . 
from  Shoemaker's  Almanac,  but  the  chicks  won't  eat 
the  soft  food  in  which  It  Is  mixed.  Will  it  do  for  old 
hens?  I  don't  want  to  experiment  with  my  fowls,  as 
I  have  had  trouble  enough  getting  them  where  they 
are. 

My  last  hatch  of  scrubs  came  out  July  10th,  and 
were  large,  healthy  chicks  in  appearance ;  but  appear- 
ances areofttimes  deceitful  in  the  poultry  business, 
as  I  have  learned  to  my  sorrow.  They  just  stand 
around  and  droop  and  die.  I  don't  have  heat  In  the 
brooder,  as  It  is  warm  enough  without  it.  I  have  an 
idea  the  eggs  are  affected  from  the  hens,  as  the  man 
who  sold  me  the  eggs  told  me  the  hens  had  lice,  and 
had  had  them  for  some  time,  and  that  he  hadn't  been 
able  to  raise  any  chicks  this  year.  He  did  iiot  tell  me 
this  until  last  night  after  I  had  purchased  my  second 
silting  of  eggs  from  him,  which  I  set  this  A.  M.  I  got 
ninety-nine  clucks  out  of  two  hundred  eggs  —  live 
cripples.  They  are  dying  at  tbe  rate  of  four  or  five, 
or  more  a  day.  G .  L.  L. 

Kingston,  N.  T. 

We  know  nothing  of  the  condition  powder 
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you  mention.  If  the  chicks  will  not  eat  the 
food  which  contains  'it  there  must  be  some- 
thing in  it  distasteful  to  them.  If  it  tasted 
right  they  would  not  hesitate  because  of  the 
strength.   A  chiclv  has  a  strong  stomach. 

It  was  not  well  done  in  you  to  set  the  eggs 
after  your  experience  with  the  first  lot,  and 
after  having  learned  ;  what  you  did  you  should 
have  insisted  on  the  man  taking  them  back ; 
and  in  any  case  you  ought  not  to  have  set 
them;  you  are  throwing  away  the  eggs,  your 
time,  the  cost  of  running  the  incubator,  and 
of  food  for  what  chicks  hatch  until  they  strug- 
gle out  of  the  world  —  as  under  the  circum- 
stances you  can  hardly  expect  to  raise  any. 
The  man  from  whom  you  bought  tbe  eggs  is 
to  be  commended  for  as  much  as  eleventh 
hour  honesty  deserves,  and  you  will  know 
better  than  to  buy  from  him  in  future. 


About  Poultry  Houses.  Plymouth  Rocks  or 
Lanj^shans. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  am  contemplating  building  a 
chicken  house,  that  Is,  a  roosting  and  laying  apart- 
ment combined,  for  the  acconmiodatlon  of  say  one 
hundred  laying  hens  and  two  hundred  br{)ilers,  etc., 
and  would  be  very  greatly  favored  if  you  can  kindly 
give  me  any  pointers  in  reference  to  same,  such  as 
to  size,  arrangement,  and  other  suggestions  that 
may  be  of  service  in  the  matter.  I  have  been  in 
habit  of  allowing  my  fowl  to  roost  in  trees,  old  sheds, 
etc.;  but  as  I  am  going  to  give  up  the  common  barn- 
yard stock  and  raise  only  of  the  good  stock,  such  as 
Black  Langshans,  I  will  have  to  furnish  better 
accommodations.  Would  5'ou  advise  me  to  breed 
Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  or  Black  Langshans? 

Natchez,  Miss.  M.L.D. 

Send  to  the  publishers  for  the  issue  of 
Farm-Poultry  containing  the  article, 
"  About  Poultry  Hou.^es."  You  will  find  a 
list  of  special  articles  in  the  advertising  col- 
umns. A  beginner,  or  one  looking  for  some 
special  information  will  find  it  worth  while 
to  consult  that  list. 

If  your  preference  is  for  Langshans  breed 
them  by  all  means.  The  black  pin  feathers 
are  against  them  as  broilers,  and  in  some 
markets  the  while  skin  is  considered,  olijec- 
tioiiable.  You  will  know  yourself  whether  in 
your  circumstances  these  objections  will  have 
weight.  As  layers  and  as  table  fowls  there  is 
little  to  choose  between  them.  Some  southern 
breeders  of  long  experience  consider  the  Lang- 
shan  particularly  well  adapted  to  the  south. 


His  Own  Boss. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  have  in  the  yard  where  1  am  living 
a  poultry  house  divided  into  three  pens  8  x  10  ft.  each, 
with  one  run  30  x  36  ft.  for  the  three.  How  many 
head  of  poultry  is  that  acconmiodatlon  for?  I  think 
of  getting  an  incubator  plant  of  the  smallest  size. 
My  reasons  for  getting  this  on  Hit  are,  first,  shortness 
of  funds;  next,  the  limited  space  of  my  "  hen  hotel,"' 
and  also  my  limited  experience.  Do  you  think  I 
could  do  anything  with'  the  outfit  I  speak  of?  I 
intend  to  raise  for  broilers,  and  to  getaflock  started. 

I  have  all  my  life  until  within  a  few  years  had  the 
care  of  my  father's  hens  (and  roosters),  but  we  gen- 
erally had  mongrels.  I  .have  never  operated  an 
incubator  except  the  natural  one,  so  expect  to  learn 
as  I  go  along.  Also,  until  I  get  my  business  going,  I 
expect  to  work  at  my  trade.  I  don't  expect  to  make 
a  fortune  In  a  year  or  two;  but  I  am  getting  tired 
of  working  for  others,  and  wish  to  be  my  own 
master,  so  far  as  having  a  boss  over  me,  I  mean.  Of 
course,  I  know  my  work  will  be  my  boss  to  a  certain 
extent;  but  my  boss  will  not  have  a  chance  to  say, 
"  We  have  no  orders,  and  will  have  to  lay  you  ofT'— 
and  I  think  I  can  earn  a  better  living  than  I  can  in 
the  shop.  D.  W.  R. 

Hyde  Park,  Mass. 

There  seems  to  be  a  growing  demand  for 
incubators  and  brooders  of  small  capacity, 
and  tbe  manufacturers  are  endeavoring  to 
meet  this  demand.  As  far  as  we  know,  they 
do  not  claim  that  these  small  machines  will 
do  as  good  work  as  the  larger  ones.  What 
our  subscriber  can  do  with  such  an  outfit, 
will  depend  very  much  on  himself;  he  might 
fail  with  any  outfit,  he  might  fail  with  this 
and  succeed  with  another,  or  vice  versa. 

Having  house  accommodations  for  three 
small  flocks,  it  will  be  best  to  divide  the  yard 
into  three  each  10  x  36  feet.  In  such  quarters 
as  you  will  then  have,  from  eight  to  twelve 
hens  can  be  kept,  according  to  the  breed. 


Breeders  AND  Marketmen. 

CDR  REQUESTS:  —  We  make  two  requests  of  our 
Subsc7-ibers.  One  is  tchen  writing  our  Advertis- 
ing pa;ro7is  always  mention  FARM-FOULTllY, 
Another  is  i/yoM  as^  tliem  questions^  always  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  reqziests  it  will 
benefit  you  amazingly.  Jt  shows  that  you  mean  business. 
Remember,  Molasses  wil  I  catch  more  flies  than 
vinegar.,^''  and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 

A  HAD  WICK  is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  the 
Sunlight  Carbon.  10  cents  for  sample.  S.  G. 
Koblnson,  printer  F.-P.,  29  Purchase  St.,  Boston. 

A.  P.  ALtEN,  Meadvllle,  Pa.  S.  C.  Wliile  Leg- 
horns, K.  0.  iii'own  Leghorns.  Silver  Spangled 
Hamburgs.  Light  Braluuas,  'White  Cochins,  Sil- 
ver Wyandottes,  B.  p.  Rocks,.Peluni  Ducks.  1  now 
offer  my  '97  breeding  pens  of  above- varietlcb  at 
S6.50  per  pen  of  five.   Leghorns  at  S5  per  pen. 

A  RARE  CHANCE.  To  make  room  for  my 
young  stock  will  sell  8  pens  of  choice  Barred  I'ly. 
Rocks  cheap  for  quality  of  slock.  For  particulars 
address,  F.  A.  Quimby,  East  Rochester,  N.  H. 

BARGAINS  in  1897  breeders.  Golden  and  Buft 
Wvans.  and  White  Wonders.  Few  more  of  the 
common  yearling  hens  at  12c.  lb.  F.  S.  Tenney, 
Peterboro,  N.  H. 

C.  S.  CULEUM,  Meadvllle,  Pa.,  breeder  of  Single 
Comb  White  Leghorns,  Rose  Comh  Brown  Leg- 
hoi-ns, *  Barred  P.  Rocks,  Bronze  TiniM.\s  .-ind 
Pekin  Ducks.  All  eggs  SI  per  13,  c.xceiit 'turkey 
eggs,  S1.35  per  9.   Send  for  circular. 

ROSE  C.  B.  LEGHORNS,  specialty'  10  years. 
Circular  free.  J.  L,  Randolph,  iiartlett,  Ohio. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES  exclusively.  Brown  egg 
strain.  Fowlshred  for  practical  puiposes;  eggs,  bl 
per  13;  Incubator  eggs,  S5'i)er  100.  Stock  in  sejisnn. 
Sat.  gu:ir'd.  P.  D.  While,  North  Attleboro.  M:iss.. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  brown  egg  strain.  All 
stock  guaran.   W.  B.  Eastman,  St.  Johnbbu.]y.  Vt. 

WH.  WYAND'S.  Large,  dark  egg  strain..  Eggs.  S2 
per  sit.;  3  sit.  S.5.    Rush  Vaughan,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  large  dark  egg.  pro- 
lific laying  strain.   W.  E.  Mack,  ^^■oodstock,  Vt. 

WYANDOTTKS,  Silver  and  Golden,  hi;;hest  awards 
in  I'.osi.jM.  in;.  At  Peabody,  '97.  won  21  reguhir 
and  s  ^|K.'t;i;iIs  on  28  entries.  My  patrons  won  in 
Boston  and  Ciinada,  Jan..  '97.  'Stock  large,  Ojien 
laced,  farm  raised,  prolific— none  better.  All  my 
winners  of  note  are  in  my  yards.  A  tine  pen  n'i 
Silvers  and  Goldens  for  sale.  Eggs:it  half  price, 
SI  per  13  for  2  or  more  sittings.  John  C.  Jodrey, 
Danvers,  Mass. 


Tlie  hotter  tlie 

weather 
The  thicker  are 
lice. 

.\o  matler  how  warm  it  i?, 
yon  c:in  keep  llie  fi)wls  clean 
and  Cdtiifortable  Iiy  a  liberal 
dusting  with  Jjanibert's  Death  to  Lice;  \]\v  more 
you  use  the  better  they  will  like  it,  ami  elicitjier 
will  be  the  price.  A  dollar  spent  for  this  jiowder 
may  save  you  a  himdred  tinjes  its  cost. 

The  thicker  the  lice 
The  thinner  the  chicks. 

Some  people  wonder  why  llioir  chick?  don't 
fatten  and  grow,  yet  if  they  looked  in  llie  rij:lit 
phice  tliey  would  see  lice  not  only  worryinjr  ;ind 
makintrtiie  lives  of  their  poultry  miserable.  Imt 
snbtractinjr  their  vitalily  faster  than  the  i-icliest 
hen  f'K.d  ran  Miiiply  it  dni-iM;j:  the  day.  Mites  are 
ri'd  in  (he  morning  nn  acc.mnt  of  the  chicken 
blood  they  arc  tilled  witli.  Iio<iy  lice  stay  on  and 
tickle  until  soajclhing  is  done  lo  eradicate  them. 

Tlie  thinner  the  chicks 
The  least  they  will  grow. 

It  takes  a  certain  amount  of  nutriment  lo  sus- 
tain life,  and  nior(^  to  develop  the  ^mi.w  lli  —  ;inil 
a  chick  to  do  its  very  best  must  have  evei  yiliin^^ 
in  its  favor;  if  allowed  to  get  lousy  it  wilfuever 
make  so  tine  a  bird  as  if  kept  free  from  these 
ctdlini;;  parasites,  and 

They  will  doubtless  get 
left 

At  yonr  next  winter's 
show. 

There  are  many  tilings  that  will  kill  lice,  yet 
some  of  tluni  wifl  kill  llie  l.inl  also.  Dcalh  16 
Lice  not  oulv  destrovs  vermin,  bin  clcan;.es  and 
lieaulitles  till.  i)hiin^ig<.  ci- li  is  giM.cl  lo  use 

if  notice  iilii  i;  it  sweetens  llie  pn'iiii>es,  iimi 

wards  olT  itiM.ive.  A  guaranteed  s;iniple  .'^eiit 
poslp.-iicl  forldc;  a  48-oz.,  5l)c. ;  or  leii-nz..  SI  liy 
Ex.  troni  lini.  (.)■  nearest  agency.  Ointment  fur 
bead  lice  lU  and  25c.   Book  mailed  free. 

D.  J.  IiA3IBERT, 
Apponaiig,  R.  I. 


WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

A  few  breeding  hens  for  .sale  at  SI  each.  Breeding 
eocks  S2,  S3  and  S5  each.  One  4U0-egg  liot  water 
Reliable  Incubator,  latest  improvements,  all  com- 
plete, good  as  new,  price  S30. 

CHART.es  C.  RYDER. 

Yarmouthport,  MasSa 


Karm-Poiltlxkv 


285 


Vr.  K-lilor:— I  am  a  subscrilHT  to  Kakm-IVi  LTKV 
'.>r  Ihrve  >carj^aml  all  my  aucws^  1  v>«i'  lu  it>  uach- 
ijrs.  Xtarlj  all  I  want  to  know  I  fiml  iu  its  i>»gw, 
ul  now  I  bav<^  troable  for  which  I  have  swa  no 
rt'iiHHly. 

Ic  miny  weather,  or  wry  hot  weather  my  Pekin 
v:ik  tkiwii;  they  set^m  to  have  eranii^s. 
va*e  they  will  rvcover  it  put  in  warm 
.iml  iu  I  he  latter  if  put  in  evx'l  quarters, 
iott^l  they  are  more  readily  victimize*!, 
ws.  several  aUaoks. 

•  eal  twv  (wrts,  bran  tluwparts:  they 
I  sand  for  srit.  ami  all  the  water  tliey 
■N— ooue  to  sport  in.    They  also  have 
:     -nie;  hous^-s  whereMiey  can  ^roiu  at  will; 
:o  Id  X     ami  twelve  to  iv*-enty-five  duckling 

Mk  il  is  all  due  to  the  eouditions  of  the 
:  es  the  fitM  al'-o  affeel  them?  I  feoil 
:.iy,  Xo  fi.H.Kl  i>  left  from  one  meal  to 

i.i  tutr  wiUi  few  excvpiiou*,  \V.\V,B, 

Hol)esaata.ra. 

The  trouble  is  due  in  part  to  tlie  leediug 
luj  in  part  lo  the  weather.  HaJ  they  been 
■  roperly  ie<.\,  however,  it  is  reasouuble  to 
-  il>t>ose  that  neither  the  Jaiupiiess  nor  the 
:^at  woulil  have  ha>l  sucli  serious  etfecls. 
The  fooil  is  too  coiiienlrated  for  ducks,  and 
i-giveutoo  often.  Add  eul  clover,  equal  in 
'iilktotbe  bran  used,  to  the  roasb,  and  feed 
I'lily  three  times  daily.  Between  the  mash 
lueaJsgive  all  the  cabbage  leaves,  coarse  let- 
ijce  or  s.imilar  green  stuff  they  will  cat.  On 
-ticlr  diet  as  Ihis  we  have  had  ducks  grow 
i  .ipidly  and  remain  iu  goo*l  condition  through 
;he  hotle^t  of  seasons  —  when  it  w  as  so  hot, 
ill  fact,  lh.it  they  could  not  remain  In  the  sun 
fur  mure  than  a  few  niiiiiites  at  a  lime 
through  the  liii'idie  of  i  lie  dav. 


The  (  hU-ks  are  Weak. 
Mr,  Kditor:— I  would  like  a  remi-dy  for  my  little 
chicks,   t  had  a  hen  hatch  drieen  little  chicks.  They 
Mt-nM-U  to  do  well  till  Ihey  w-ere  a  week  old,  then  they 
.  v:iy  till  uone  of  them  Were  left. 
;  aud  stand  around.  »o  1  llmu^ht 
1    I  .sted  Ulc  nest  with  Lainliert's 
» ...  I  J  ..I      lilllc  grease  on  their  heails  and 

I.  MK  r  Ibeir  Willi's,  i>ut  It  ilid  iiu  goml.  Tlu  y  were 
irty  in  die  back,    I  fetl  tliem  bread  soaked  aud 
-  !Bet.-zi.d  out  dry,  and  oatmeal  dampeniHt  wlih  water, 
■It  it  nevrr  stopped  till  the  whole  flock  were  dead. 

.'.'I  ao  weak  they  would  lay  oD  their  sides 
1.  i?ometimes  they  would  >:et  u(>  only 
-aiu.    My  second  floi'k  has  it  now.  The 
■  .:v  i«u  left  tuit  of  twelve, and  one  of  them 
.rly  in  llie  back  and  its  wings  droop.  Dease 
^  I       a  reineJy.  AM  the  first  ones  hatched  are  doing 
>e.  It  is  only  the  last  ones  Uiat  are  wrong. 
Si.  Louis.  Mo.  Mrs.  A.  T.  W. 

The  condition  of  these  late  broods  of  chicks 
is  likely  due  to  weakened  condition  of  the 
Iireediug  stock  and  to  extreme  heat.  Chicks 
with  hens  v\'ill  auffer  just  as  much  with  the 
thermometer  close  to  100  degrees  in  the  shade 
as  brooder  chicks  will  in  an  overheated 
brooder! 


Wants  Spendlne:  Money. 
Mr.,Kdil.'r;— 1st.   WouUl  gr.nvel  with  a  couple  of 
inches  of  sand  on  top  make  a  good  floor  ? 

*1.  H.iw-  many  points  would  a  clipped  wing  take 
olTtbe  score  of  a  Black  Minorca  pullet? 
3d.  I  am  going  to  put  a  small  advertisement  in  your 
-per,  adverilsing  Lt.  Bralmias  and  S.  C.  K.  Leg- 
ms.  as  I  will  have  enough  eggs  to  supply  custom- 
What  do  you  think  would  be  a  good  price  for 
yeggs?  ify  Leghr)rn5  arc  from  Mr.  Kulp.and  my 
Braliiuas  from  a  man  who  has  brwl  them  for  u  good 
wtiile.  I  am  only  eleven  years  old.  but  I  want  to  have 
some  snendiug  money.  I'lIILip  Bovtit. 

1st.   Put  about  twice  as  much  sand  on  the 
floor.'  Make  it  four  or  five  inches  deep. 
23.   That  would  depend  on  the  condition 
f  the  wing  and  on  the  judge.    It  might 
-pfend,  too,  on  the  condition  of  the  judge, 
e  once  saw  a- judge,  who  had  a  bad  tootb- 
*he,  '-cut  the  life  out"  of  all  the  birds  he 
dged  iu  an  entire  afternoon.   As  a  rule  we 
lieve  clipped  wings  are  rare;y  cut  less  than 
lie-half  or  more  than  one  aud  one-half  points. 
3J.    Try  and  dnd  in  your  town  some  good 
friend  who  understands  poultry  and  knows 
wTjat  your  stock  is  worth.   Go  to  him  for 
advice,  not  only  as  to  prices,  but  oh  other 
matters  that  will  come  up  if  you  sell  egss. 
\Ve  doubt  whether  there  is  a  poultry  man  to 
Ije  found  who  would  not  giadly  help  in  this 
w  ay  a  boy  like  you.    You  are  too  young  to  do 
even  a  small    business    while  depending 
entirely  on  your  own  judgment;  but  with 
such  help  as  you  could  get  in  this  way,  might 
•la  verv  nicelv. 


Sore  Death  to  Skunks. 

Mr.  Editor:  — Skuuks  will,  as  a  rule,  eat 
au  egg  in  preference  to  anything  else.  When- 
ever they  aie  annoying,  rake  an  egg  or  eg2». 
luake  a  .-iiiall  hole  in  the  egg,  then  turn  out 
soine^jf  lilt  white  and  put  in  some  strychnine 


and  seal  up  the  egg  with  a  small  piece  of  paper. 
Mark  the  t^g  so  that  you  will  not  get  it  in 
with  the  others,  put  it  w  here  the  skunk  comes, 
and  you  w  ill  get  him  every  time. 
Laceyville,  Ta.         W.  E.  Shoe.makkk. 

The  Best  Paint. 

What  is  the  Best  Paint?  This  is  the  question 
the  thrifty  house  owner  is  consiaiilly  asking. 
Taint  is  not  very  expensive  w  heu  you  get  the 
best,  but  the  labor  of  applying  il  is  costly. 
What,  then,  is  the  best  paint  for  wear? 

What  shall  be  combined  with  pure  linseed 
oil  to  make  the  Best  Paint?  The  experience 
of  luaiiy  centuries  points  to  pure  white  lead. 
This  substance  has  the  faculty  of  mixiug  most 
readily  with  linseed  oil.  It  assists  the  oil  to 
dry  by  combining  with  it,  the  oil  is  rendered 
waterproof,  and  the  resulting  dry  film  for  a 
long  time  remains  elastic,  so  that  it  adapts 
itself  readily  to  expansion  and  contraction  of 
the  surface,  without  a  tendency  to  scale  oft'. 

There  are  additional  reasons  Why  pure 
white  lead  is  tbe  best  pigment.  Among 
others,  it  has  greater  opacity  than  any  other 
substance,  therefore  hiding  tbe  surface  better; 
consequently  fewer  coats  are  required. 
Therefore,  when  you  can  cover  as  well  with 
two  coats  of  white  lead  paint  as  w  ilh  three  or 
four  coals  of  other  paint,  it  follow  s  that  the 
lead  paint  is  the  cheapest  by  far.. 

Within  the  last  fiftceu  or  twenty-five  years 
a  large  demand  has  been  created  for  w  hat  are 
know  n  as  Heady  Mixed  Paints,  or  paint  pre- 
pared with  oil  and  dryer  ready  for  use,  which 
api>eals  to  the  user  as  a  great  convenience. 
Some  makes  of  these  appear  lo  give  f:iir  satis- 
faction, but  the  very  general  complaint  as  lo 
their  want  of  durability  has  caused  the  w  hole 
class  lo  fall  somewhat  into  disrepute.  The 
cause  for  this  is  not  hard  to  find.  We  have 
previously  sliowii  that  the  base  of  the  best 
paint  for  general  use  should  be  pure  whiM 
lead  and  i-  jrc  linseed  oil.  Now  white  lead  in 
its  nature  is  so  heavy  an  article,  so  dense  are 
its  particles  (It  is  this  that  gives  it  its  great 
value  as  a  covering  pigment)  that  it  cannot  be 
held  in  suspension  for  any  length  of  lime  in 
pure  linseed  oil.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  most 
ready  mixed  paints  contain  but  little  white 
lead,  other  and  cheaper  substances,  inferior 
as  pigments,  beiug  substituted  therefor.  It 
is  not  dillicult.  then,  lo  see  why  such  paints 
so  often  prove  disappointing  to  the  user;  nor 
does  the  expense  slop  here,  because  if  he 
desires  to  repaint  with  a  pure  article  and 
secure  the  best  results  tbe  old  coats  musl  first 
be  entirely  removed. 

The  moral  of  all  this  is,  the  best  is  the 
cheapest  in  the  long  run.  Anyone  desiring 
to  Use  paint  can  buy  absolutely  Pure  White 
Lead,  under  the  guaranty  of  a  responsible 
manufacturer,  Pure  Linseed  Oil,  equally 
guaranteed,  and  pure  Colors,  and  can  mix 
them  himself  ready  to  use  at  a  no  greater  cost 
per  gallon  than  inferior  articles,  which  do  not 
cover  nearly  so  much  or  so  well. 

Why,  then,  not  always  buy  the  best,  the 
very  best?  J.  A.  S. 


Green  Bone  Cutters  OfTered  Free  as 
Preniitinis. 

That  pioneer  poultry  paper  of  the  country, 
the  American  Poultry  ./ournal,  of  Chicago, 
III.,  recognizing  the  needs  of  poultrynieii. 
publishes  iu  August  issue  a  premium  ofTer  of 
Green  Bone  Cutters.  The  principal  Green 
Bone  Cutters  of  the  country  of  difi'eieut  sizes 
and  price,  are  offered  as  premiums  for  siilj- 
scriptions,  and  include  Mann's, New  Premier, 
Dandy,  Ideal,  Daisy  and  Crown,  Webster  & 
Hannum,  Archemcdian,  and  Standard.  Send 
for  free  sample  copy  of  American  Poultry 
Jonmal  for  full  information  how  to  get  a 
Bone  Cutter  free. 

MINORCAST 

BLACK     AND  WHITE. 

At  L'ticu.  X.  v.,  in  strong  competition,  niv  birds 
won  four  lirst,  live  second,  three  third,  five'fourth 
prizes.                               J.  W.  DOUI>, 
 Turin,  Y. 

"DANDY" 


MENTION 

PAPER, 


Improved  for  1895-'96. 
5end  for  Catalogue  to 

SIMNX  OSBORNE, 

ERIE,  PA. 


AKMSTBONQ  i  HcKELVT 

I'll  l*^lur^'h. 
EETUER-BAtTMAN 

I-itl.l.ursh. 
DAVIS-CHAMBERS 

ritlsburph. 

FAHNXSTOCK 

Pittsburfh, 

ANCHOK  V 

>  CinciuaaU. 
ECKSTEIN  > 


ATLANTIC 
BKADLET 
BROOKLYN 
JEWETT 
ITLSTER 
tntlON 
SOUTHERN  ^ 
SHIPMAN  i 
COLLIER  ■) 

mssouRi  I 

BED  SEAL  I 
SOTTTHERN  J 


r 


JOHN  T.  LEWIS  4  BROS  CO 

I'liiliat-lphia. 

MORLET 

Cleveland. 

CALEM 

Salem,  Mau. 

CORNELL 

Buffalo. 

KENTUCST 

Louisville. 


GNORANCK    in    regard  to 
paint   materials   or  painting 
i  would  seem  in  this  age  to  be  in- 
( exeusa  ble,  when  full  information 
j  ean  be  had  tree.    If  interested,  it 
i  will    pav    to    get   pamphlet  and 
eolor  eards,  also   twelve  pictures 
of    houses    painted    in  different 
shades  or  combinations  of  colors. 


free.  Send 


your  address. 
Aatwnal  Lead  Co.,  i  Broachuay,  A'cw  York. 


Buyers'  Directory. 

ClA.'^SJF//:!)  Mn-Ki:riSi:Mi:.\T:>  only  iciU  be 
printed  under  this  headimj;  no  advertisement  admiited 
containing  less  than  TWO  lines;  no  display  other'  than 
the  initiat  trord-or  name  allotred;  no  limit  to  length  of 
ad,:  an  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
matter  under  as  many  headings  as  he  Irishes;  all  space 
used  e.rcept  classified  headline^  to  he  charged  at  a 
uniform  ^nVtf  o/ 25  cents  |>er  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  line/or  any  nxtmber  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  u-ill  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordinary  words  u-ill  male  a  line;  allparts 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line;  the  headlines  vill  be 
arranged  alphabeficaUy.  as  in  a  "business  directory." 

BREEDING  STOCK. 


i77(>r 


.\  H  .>!  .  W  a 

ks,  I,.  Hniln 


U.  Ulet 
.IMiw 


.!>  V  if.'.  H.  f. 
■k>,W.\\  VS. 


BB  J ,'  1 ,  ,,1  111.11  \  .1^  iitin  v:.,  V.  1.1.  1  .^'gl  l> '1  11^.  l.ll.;.lf 
vigorous,  winners  of  iiiauv  prizes.  HesI  sliaiiis 
In  the  vvorlJ.  Few  ftood  I'ockeri  ls  $2  to  $4.  KKgs.  $2 
per  1).  F.  Bi  rti-)tni  I'ike.  I'ike  Sintion.  N.  H. 


L.\CK  .Miuore; 


au<l  y.  V.  Br.  l.eghitni;..  lar.L'e 
' UesI  sliaiiis 


1  J  111 


i;...  u-,  |M 

1'.  (  .  I! 


MuViMM-liee.  VI. 


Bi;<>>/,K  TI  KKKV.S,   I'ikiu  liueka  ami  line 
iM-alllty  riel^iun  hares  for  sale,   fcstoclw  good  aud 
firiee..  i  r.i>unahli..  Address 

John  W  alker  Kann.  Box  il.  Lovell.  Oxford  Co..  IMe. 

YOI  K  CH.-\N«'K  lo  Imv  elieap.  Wvandoltes, 
(iold.  ISilver.  Biiir,  Wliitr,  this  > .  ar\' l.iecdcTS, 
f.e^t  liialiiring  vonn;:  st.iek;  many  exliihition  Idrds 
unii>n.L;  lln-ni.  ANu^Lnn-  tJl  and  Iiock  enckm  iN.  hiue 
harred.  Blm*  Aiidaln>i;iii.-.  -un-  wliniei  s  fi>i  tlie  i  nni- 
Ing  fall  aii'l  «  irili  r  -li"w~.  \  i[il|.|te  W  vMiilu  >.  \Vi  ile 
to  .Svlv;iM  i;r(i\i.  I'liidtrv  Kai  ni.  Hi.rnard-.ton,  Ma--^. 


^J^OW  is  jour  lime  lo  l»ny  elioire  early  lialrlied 
strain's.   W.  ami  I 


young  and  yeai-lin^i  stock  ilu-ap.   «iieal  lavinj; 
\v>  IMioeksand  w  AVvandottes'. 


STOCK  CHEAP.   Goin;.'  lo  move.  I!.  P.  Koeks, 
B.  Minoreas  aud  B.  ('.  Bantams,  vonn;;  or  old. 
 I..  G.  Andrns.  tClyria.  OIno. 


CLOVER  HAY. 


CLOVKK,c-nt  ready  for  n-e.  $■.' l.er  ll«l  Ihs. 
Wooilhiil  Karm.'Malioli  V..  I'hlladelphia.  P' 


DUCKS. 


'^t\t\i\  I'KKIN  Ducks,  hatched  tins  season. 
•  Fine  breeders.  $1   eaeli.  Ouarameed 

lo  equal  any  found.     W.  H.  F'ordham.  Speonk,  L.  1. 

1>EKIN  I)fCKS  for  sale.  Kankin  and  Newman 
stoi-k.  ?l..>iea.    F.o.  I'rii'e.  Brld;;ewaier.  .Mass. 


EGGS. 


"-•76  FAK.\I.  Warner.  N.H.  Large  prolilic  lir.ejrf.' 
4  sirs.  B.  1'.  H'ks..  L.  Hrah.  <■.  1.  Games.  W.  W\s. 
KI>L'CKI>  rail-  onall  \ar.  poullrv  <'K^'s  rest  of 
ason.  .>t  pa^'c  hook  .'tr.  -I.A.Herjrey.Telford.  I'a. 


GRAIN. 


To  GKT  KGGS  fee.l  lin.  kwlieat.   We  ofTer  it  7.5c. 
per  11)11  Ills.  liniiert  A  Sons.  Seneca.  N.  Y. 

INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

Sl.:.M>l.iri  .11.  ol  ilie  famous  (  ilcuian^-i  Inculialors 
and  liroodi-rs.     Geo.  S.  Sin^ier.  Cardingtmi.  O. 
Ntl  r.-\T<»K   regulation    perfected.    Send  for 
iPu-lral.  d  .■ataloiflie.     A.H.  Burr.  Omal.a.  Nell. 

THK  1'KKI'"KI:TK1)  In.  nl.atoi  s.    Casii.  install- 
ments, or  rented.    I  he  I'l  rft-cu  d  rej;ulator  lils 
any  inculialor.  4cts.  iu  stanips  for  circular. 
  II.  I).  Moiillon.  Tannl.in.  Mass. 

FOli  .SALK.  luviiicililc  liH  iilialor.  2ixi-e;.'».'  capac- 
itV.  food  runninjr  ord.-i\  pi  ici-  Ss.  Address 
.1.  F,.  Welch.  :v)ii7  V.St..  N.  W..  Wa-liilii'lon.  I),  f. 


LEGHORNS. 


SINGI.K  CO.n  H  Brown  l.e^'horns.  Forsyth  strain. 
A  nice  lot  of  voun^rsU.rs  for  sale,  price  reasou- 
ahlc.  ■  '    K.  F.  ISovi.e.  Bacon  Hill.  X.  Y. 


MINORCAS. 


B 


LACK     MINOKC.4S    exclusively.  Cornell. 

Norlhup.  Santee  .t  Cunuiugham,  Northup  sir's 
scs.    Ef-'S-'s  per  13. 

R.  Storv.  1S7  .\rllngion  Ave..  Brooklyn.  X.  Y. 


Min  s  at  liargaiu.  2(i  e^gs  for  ]iriee  of  l:i  now. 
(  alalo:;ne.   G.  H.  Xorllinp.  Itaceville.  N  .  Y . 


IXIVAI.    irain  Black  .Minoreas  «iii  for  lijy  cns- 
%    t  oint  i  s  i  II  111,,  .sirongesl  eompcl  ii  ion  at  the  ;;real- 
-I  Am.  I  i,  111  shows.        K.  n.  H  1.  Di  V  den.  X.  Y. 


PET  STOCK. 


11 


AISK  n.  k'i.iii  ll.ire   Ill 

than  C..WS.    Arlhiir  W  .  Ki 


1  k<  1 .  More  prolil 
k.  Foresl;.'ro\ e  Ta. 


PIGEONS. 


While  Scolcli   l-anlaiis.     I, arize,  even.  Hat 
^r-^r    tails.  Fine  st  \  Ic  and  act  ion.  (iraud  breeding 
and  cxbihiliun  birds  I'hal  are  ri>.'lil   in  ijualilv  ami 
price.  K.  .V.  llollirook.  W  iiicliesler,  Afass. 

He.  W.^CK,  W  est  (■olisholioeken.  I'a.  Speedy 
•    anil  reliable  Homers,  young  $1  pair,  btauip 

for  rc|il\ .  

I'NTS  clieap.   I.ar^'e,  handsome  and  healthy. 
\\'  rile  for  prices.  ,1 .  E.  Morse.  W  rem  1 1  iani._\lass. 
V/ITPAIK  WKIGHT  HOMKKS,  SI  per  pair. 
»>1  f  H.  V.  Hodlish.  llarusiable.  Mass. 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

HITK  1".  Hocks,  w  111  sell  line  yearling  slock 
»»      cheap.   Wrilefor  lirices.    Et-gs,'15  $1 : 60  $2.50; 

1IKI$.-|.  W  111.  F.  Hinds.  DeRuyter.  X.  Y. 

P.  KOCKS  yearling'  slock  for  s.il,  .  Hawkins 
■    sir.  $l..-illca.'F.  (I.  Price.  Hi  id-,  w  a  ici  .  Mass. 


w 


B.\i{'l>  AM>  \V.  r.  Hocks,  hisi  year's  breeders, 
also  tine  lot  young  sbick.  Trices  reasonable  for 
(pialitv.  Cannot  be  excelled,  sehloui  equaled.  Write 
me  \oiir  wanls.  Salisfaclioii.  EverKreen  Pt,  Y'ds,, 
II   ■'  i  io  iis.  i;i.,l-llo..k-oii  Hudson.  X.  Y.  

POULTRY  CURES. 

()|.T.>hell  Kjri-'s.  Strei'ler's  lelneib  .  'lo  inlrodnee 
llial  liollh-  Inc.    1).  A.  SIreeler.  W  alerhiiry.  Ct. 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

PKCIAI,  1'K1C'K>  on  poullry  siipplies.  Send 
for  calalogne.  A.  A.  SI.  iiermain.  Kankakee.  111. 
8K1,I>  I.KK'.S  Lice  Killer  iqts.  60c.;  Igal.Tac; 
5  gallon  cans  S^t. 

Geo.  W.  Swell.  West  Mollis.  Me. 


PRINTING. 


fcJTKH'TI.V  lirst  cla-s  slock  and  work.  See  ad.  2<l 
^    |.over.  llepoi  ter  l'rinliii»r  lloiisi..  Wellsville.X.Y. 

1,^1  ll»r  CLA!S^S  work.  A.  No.  I  slock.    Prices  rock 
boltolii.   Send  stamp  for  samples  and  prices. 
 Heporter  I'rinllllg  House.  Wellsville.X.Y. 


WANTED. 


~^A>TK1>  poiilli  )  mail  wliu  thur'ly  undersianils 
troilcrs.  Full  jmr.  Lister,  London  Krid^i-,  Va. 


"'ANTKn  a  yuiiiigr  African  t..aiu1t'r.  K.  I. 

kfi'i.')?  rln'ap-    K.  S.  I'ipn-  <'aui'1<-n.  .Mf. 


WYANDOTTES. 


Ekks 


UlTJK  W  yandotti  s  exclnsively.  early  layers 
brown  egiis,  fowls  bred  for  eggs  aud  poultry. 
SI  per  lo;  for  imui.  S">  iier  lOU.   Slock  iu  svasoB. 
uai'd.       A.  M.  .lerauld.  Xo.  .\tllel)oro.  Jfass. 
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FAKM.  W  anitr.  N.  H.   \V.\\\s..  B.  P. 


4  (>  i: 


..  I..  Br.i 


.  I.  Games 


ixcelled. 


HITK  W\aiidotii  -  and  Tekindneks.  aiO  early 
farm  raised  chicks  and  a  few  yearlings. 

Geo.  K.  Schiiiil.i  1,  Knllstou  Lake.  X.  Y'. 


w 

\  '>n  > 
write 

AV 


11  I  I  K  W  »  .\X  IXH'TK.S  for  sale.  Felt  strain. 

:iO  yearlin;;  hens  ;iiid  lireedin;^  cock  birds.  If 
I'aiit  good  slock  up  to  date  at  reasonable  prices 

.  A.Holmes.  (  uyhr.  X.  Y. 

AV.  Fine  stock,  elieap.  lioeklann  rnultrv 
Karin.i;.  A.  Fd.  Reynolds.  Marlboro,  .Mass. 


THE  POULTRY  ARCHITECT. 


B 


IlI.GI  .AX  Hares.  W'r.  for  prices,  mention  age  de- 
sliX'U,  Joseph  Holzei',Bos2t)9,  .MamarouecK.N.V, 


This  hook  Illus- 
trates 117  designs 
for  poultry  houses.  cooi>s,  roosts,  nest  boxes,  aud 
other  necessaries  for  the  itonltry  yard,  with  practical 
information  on  llieir  consiructioii.  Price  25  cents. 
PRR  RPPnnn  I'ouUrv  Account  Hook.  Most 

tuo  nubUnU  simple,  practical,  and  easily  kept 
iMokof  the  kind:  for  one  or  ten  yards.  Price 26 cents, 
Iiicuhalors  and  Brooders.    How  to  make  tliein,  2ae. 
H.  A.  KlIHNS,  Box  Ji-OC.  Atlanta,  Ga. 

WE  WANT  AGENTS 

everywhere  to  sell  Lice  Killer  ami  Poultry  Remedies. 
You  "can  make  hi>r  money.  Territory  given.  Send 
for  free  book  at  once. 

 l  "F  s.      STl'RBS  CO..Bradsliaw.  Xt-lir. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

Only  2.")  of  those  breeding  hens  left.  Hunter  strain, 
Sl.-W  each;  breeiling  cocks  ?2  and  S3  caeli ;  21X1  cock- 
erels for  sale  after  Sept.  1st.  S2  to  J-i;  also  100  pullels. 
Sl..oOioS;>eacli.     J.  n.  SWIFT,  Natiek.  Mass. 

BUFFINTON  AND  HIS  BUFFS. 

Buff  Wvandoltes.  Buff  and  Barred  Plvmoiilh  Rocks, 
Bull  ami  While  Leghorns.  Bntl  Cdeliiii's,  Rhode  Island 
Reds.  While  \\'oiiiiers  ami  Indian  Runner  lincks. 
Also  Golden  S.  briL'ht.  Rosj.  Conih  Butf.  While.  Black 
ami  ItniV  Cot-bin  Baniaiiis.  Anytliiug  wanted;  write 
and  see  what  we  can  do  for  you.' 

KOWLAND  G.  BUFFINTON, 
Box  i".  Fall  Kiver,  Mb88. 

C'l  r  CLOVKIi.  ■<!  lbs.  SI:  Im  lb-.  fl.T.,.  Crushed 
Ovsier  Shells,  ST.-'i';  .ind  Mica  Crystal  Gril.  ST  per  ton, 
CiEVELAKD  I'OliLTKV  CO.",  Plattshuigli,  S.  Y. 
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Well  Done  ! 

Mr.  iEditor: — We,  like  niiiny  others,  have 
been  struck  with  the  incubator  craze,  and  last 
May  we  built  one  with  a  capacity  oi  one 
hundred  and  ten  eggs,  heated  by  hot  air,  and 
regulated  by  a  thermostat  and  regulator.  The 
thermostat  we  bought  of  L.  R.  Oakes,  and 
made  the  regulator  ourselves. 

Last  June  we  put  one  hundred  and  nine 
eggs  in  it;  we  followed  the  usual  directions 
concerning  moisture,  and  kept  the  heat  at  103 
degrees  till  hatching  time,  when  we  run  it  at 
104  degrees. 

We  tested  the  eggs  the  seventh  day,  and 
again  on  the  sixteenth  day,  removing  in  all 
eighteen  eggs,  and  leaving  ninety-one  in  the 
machine. 

Well,  the  chicks  commenced  to  hatch  on  the 
nineteenth  day,  and  were  all  hatched  by  the 
evening  of  the  twentieth  day,  hatching  in  all 
seventy-three  chicks,  or  eighty  per  cent  of  all 
fertile  eggs.  They  were  W.  Leghorns,  and 
we  sold  them  all  as  soon  as  we  took  them 
from  the  incubator. 

We  have  rea<l  so  many  experiences  in  the 
columns  of  Farm-Poultry  we  thought  we 
would  give  ours. 

We  are  breeding  Buff  Plymouth  Rocks.  We 
have  some  tine  Bufl'  cockerels  which  we  shall 
advertise  in  the  columns  of  Farm-Poui.thy 
this  fall.  Ford  Bros. 

Oak  Hill,  N.  Y. 


For  the  Boys,  (and  Their  Parents). 

Mr.  Editor:  —  Previous  to  the  time  I  sub- 
scribed for  your  paper  I  had  been  keeping 
mongrel  fowls;  but  I  soon  became  convinced 
by  some  of  the  writings  in  your  paper  that 
thoroughbred  poultry  are  the  most  profitable. 
So  I  purchased  four  S.  C.  B.  Leghorn  pullets 
and  a  cockerel,  and  started  in  to  see  what  I 
could  do.  The  pullets  laid  from  the  17th  of 
January  up  to  the  present  time  on  an  average 
of  about  2|  eggs  a  day,  during  wtiith  time  I 
fed  them  according  to  the  directions  in  your 
paper.  I  sold  thirteen  sittings  of  eggs  at  50 
cents  a  sitting,  making  a  total  of  $6.50,  besides 
what  eggs  I  used  myself  for  incubation.  Soon 
after  I  bought  the  Leghorns  I  bought  a  trio  of 
Dark  Brahmas  from  a  breeder  in  Illinois, 
which  also  laid  very  well  under  the  same  con- 
ditions as  the  Leghorns.  I  now  have  thirty- 
nine  Brahma  chicks  and  twenty  Leghorns. 
My  coop  has  one  thickness  of  rough  boards 
and  one  of  matched  lumber,  and  tar  paper  in 
between;  and  then  an  air  space  and  piiper 
and  moulded  lumber  on  the  inside.  It  con- 
sists of  two  pens  7x9  feet.  I  made  the  coop 
myself  evenings  after  school,  and  Saturdays, 
although  I  am  only  fifteen  years  old. 

Oconto,  Wis.  H.  K. 

[How  much  better  it  is  for  a  boy  to  use  his 
spare  time  in  that  way — to  turn  it  to  account 
— than  to  spend  it  all  idly,  or  in  expensive 
amusements.  With  a  few  hens  in  the  back 
yard  any  bright  boy  in  his  early  teens  can 
make  his  own  spending  money;  and  the  great 
advantage  of  the  plan  is  that  boys  who  learn 
in  a  practical  way  thus  early  in  lite  something 
of  the  value  of  money  and  the  difficulties  of 
money  getting  are  not  nearly  so  apt  to  acquire 
spendthrift  habits  as  those  whose  only 
resource  is  the  parental  pocket  book. — Ed.] 


More  Corn. 

Mr.  Editor:— In  the  article  published  in 
June  15th  Farm-Poitltry,  Mr.  Cushman 
touches  heavily  on  the  "  whole  corn"  ques- 
tion, which  I  think  is  a  question  that  previous 
to  this  has  not  had  the  right  kind  of  consid- 
eration. I  think  that  if  fed  right  corn  is  of 
great  value  to  fowls.  My  experience  has  been 
in  favor  of  feeding  corn  Hberally,  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons : 

I  have  raised  hens  for  some  years  past,  and 
although  I  have  no  trouble  in  getting  a  large 
quantity  of  eggs,  especially  in  the  winter,  I 
find  my  eggs  will  not  hatch  well  although 
running  as  high  as  94  per  cent  fertile.  Now 
I  have  bought  eggs  from  fowls  fed  nearly 
exclusively  on  corn,  and  with  incubators  have 
no  trouble  in  hatching  as  high  as  two  hundred 
and  twenty-six  eggs  out  of  three  hundred  set 
(this  includes  test  out  eggs),  and  the  chicks 
are  strong.  Again,  why  are  the  Long  Island 
duck  raisers  feeding  "whole  corn"  to  their 
laying  stock  as  a  night  feed?  They  say  because 
their  eggs  hatch  better.  1  have  been  raising 
ducks  for  the  last  few  years,  and  feed  entirely 
soft  food,  with  the  result  of  as  high  as  92  per 
cent  fertile  eggs  in  the  season,  but  cannot  get 
over  a  40  per  cent  hatch.   I  have  bought  duck 


eggs  from  what  I  know  were  corn  fed  flocks, 
and  have  had  no  trouble  in  getting  from  70  to 
85  per  cent  hatches.  I  think  the  corn  ques- 
tion could  stand  a  good  amount  of  writing  up 
by  some  of  the  people  in  the  business  who 
have  had  some  experience  on  the  subject.  All 
books  on  the  question  of  duck  feeding  advo- 
cate only  soft  food.  Please  air  the  subject  in 
your  paper.  C.  Richmond. 

Princes  Bay,  N.  Y. 

[The  corn  question  has  been  repeatedly 
aired  in  Farm-Poultry.  It  causes  some 
surprise  that  any  of  the  readers  of  this  paper 
should  think  it  had  been  neglected,  and  above 
all  that  any  should  think,  as  some  do,  that 
Farm-Poultry's  attitude  to  "corn"  (per- 
sonified) is  hostile.  Their  mistake  no  doubt 
arises  from  the  fact  that  in  advising  corre- 
spondents what  to  do  to  right  the  wrong  con- 
dition of  their  fowls,  it  has  been  necessary  to 
insist  that  they  discontinue,  for  the  time  at 
least,  the  feeding  of  corn.  Corn  being  the 
cheapest  food  to  be  bad  over  very  large 
area,  it  is  fed  exclusively  to  nun  erous  flocks 
of  fowls.  An  exclusive  diet  of  any  kind  of 
grain  is  bad  ;  and  if  other  grains  were  as  clieap 
as  corn  it  would  without  doubt  be  necessary 
to  condemn  (?)  them  more  often  than  it  is 
now.  Read  the  article  on  "  The  Corn  Ques- 
tion," in  F.-P.  for  Dec.  15th,  1896.  Notice 
what  Mr.  Boyer  there  says  about  disease  in 
the  "whole  corn"  section  of  the  country. 
Look  oA  er  the  "  Answers  to  Correspondents," 
and  mark  how  many  people  are  feeding  corn 
wrong.  Then  consider  that  not  one  in  twenty 
of  the  queries  received  where  the  trouble  is 
due  to  corn  is  printed,  and  you  may  gain 
some  idea  of  the  pressing  need  of  correct 
information  on  the  corn  question,  and  see  to 
some  extent  why  it  is  that  the  impression 
grows  on  those  who  have  to  answer  all  these 
questions,  that  many  people  are  with  feeding 
corn  as  some  are  with  using  intoxicants, 
unable  to  do  it  in  moderation — and  their  only 
safety  is  in  letting  it  alone  altogether.  The 
amount  of  corn  or  corn  meal  that  can  be 
advantageously  fed  will  depend  also  largely 
on  the  feeder.  A  careful  person  who  watches 
his  fowls  closely,  rotates  the  foods  properly, 
and  feeds  a  variety  daily,  can  feed  quite 
heavily  of  corn  foods  without  injurious,  and 
even  with  beneficial  results,  where  careless 
feeding  of  the  same  quantity  of  corn  food 
would  do  serious  damage. 

Is  this  correspondent  sure  that  the  only 
difiFerence  between  his  stock  and  that  the  eggs 
from  which  have  given  him  better  hatches  is 
in  the  corn  in  the  diet?  I  believe  it  is  a  mis- 
take not  to  feed  ducks  wholegrain,  but  might 
it  not  be  that  the  fertility  would  be  tlie  same 
if  wheat  or  some  other  grain  were  fed?  3Iy 
breeding  ducks  were  fed  wheat  and  corn  in 
about  equal  parts  at  night — sometimes  wheat 
alone — and  hatches  were  remarkably  good.— 
J.  H.  R.l 


Where  Do  You  Buy  Supplies? 

Is  it  where  you  can  do  better  than  with 
Fred  G.  Orr  &  Co.,  at  Nos.  5  and  6  Commer- 
cial Wharf,  Boston?  If  it  is  you  are  in  luck. 
They  keep  a  full  line  of  all  kinds  of  poultry 
supplies,  and  make  a  specialty  of  food  best 
suited  to  growing  chickens.  Everything  they 
sell  is  warranted  as  to  quality,  and  their  prices 
are  right.  Look  up  their  ad.  in  this  paper, 
then  drop  them  a  postal  for  their  terms  and 
prices.    They  are  good  men  to  deal  with. 


Absence  of  Plagues  Due  to  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science. 

In  1490  B.  C.  a  plague  destroyed  624,000 
Israelites  in  the  Wilderness.  A  plague  in 
London  in  1625  destroyed  36,000  people.  In 
the  years  1635—36  there  was  a  plague  mor- 
tality of  14,000,  and  from  1663  to  1665  it  is 
stated  that  there  were  in  the  same  town 
70,000  to  80,000  deaths. 

In  civilized  countries  at  present  those  out- 
breaks of  disease  are  practically  unknown  on 
account  of  the  advancement  of  medical  and 
chemical  knowledge;  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  present  death  rates  could  be  largely 
diminished,  and  the  general  health  of  the 
community  greatly  improved  by  further  san- 
itary precautions,  especially  in  the  homes, 
and  the  judicious  use  of  some  approved  non- 
poisonous  disinfectant,  such  as  the  "  Sanitas" 
preparations,  to  which  we  take  pleasure  in 
calling  the  notice  of  our  readers,  and  would 
advise  them  to  write  to  the  "Sanitas"  Co., 
636  West  55th  Street,  New  York  City,  for  a 
copy  of  their  useful  work,  "How  to  Disinfect." 


NEW  PRICES 


Columbia  Bicycles 

THE  STANDARD  OF  THE  WORLD. 


1897  COLUMBIAS 
The  best  Bicycles  made, 

1896  COLUMBIAS 
Second  only  to  1897  Models, 

1897  HARTFORDS 
Equal  to  most  Bicycles, 

HARTFORDS 

Pattern  2, 

HARTFORDS 

Pattern  1, 

HARTFORDS 

Patterns  5  and  6, 


Nothing  in  the  market  approached  the  value  of  these  Bicycles  at 
the  former  prices;   what  are  they  now? 

POPE  MFC.  CO.,   Hartford,  Conn. 

Catalogue  free  from  any  Columbia  dealer ;  by  mail  for  a  2-o>  stamp. 


Reduced 

to 

$75 

Reduced 

to 

60 

Reduced 

to 

50 

Reduced 

to 

45 

Reduced 

to 

40 

Reduced 

to 

30 

$  Xhe  Furman  ^r.\ 

Bpecially  adapled  to 

POULTRY= HOUSE  HEATING.  , 

Six  Sizes— Steam  or  Hot  Water.  M 
SAFE,  SUBSTANTIAL,  SIMPLE  and  S 

GREAT  COAL  SAVERS.  * 

Catalogue  and  estimates  free. 

THE  HERENDEEN  MFG.  CO., 
Home  Office:    13  Farm  St.,   Geneva,  N.  Y. 

Branch  Offlces :  Boston,  54  Oliver  St.;  New  York,  39  Cortlandt 
^  '^^^"""'''"^^^''^s^^^^^^gl^gj  Sc.;  Fhiladelpliia,  1U1»  Betz  Bld'g ;  Milwaukee,  135  Second  St. 


WYCKOFF'S 


WHITE 
LEGHORNS 

flmemca's  Business  fien. 

Acknowledged  everywliere  tlie  world's  greatest  laying  strain  of  Single  Couib  White  Leghorns,  and  also 
unsurpassed  for  style,  beauty,  and  general  true  characteristics  of  the  breed.  The  largest  nlant  In  America 
devoted  exclusively  to  tide  breed.  1  am  now  offering  eggs  from  tlie  choicest  malinge,  selected  wiih  great  care 
from  ever  2000  of  mv  best  bred  birds,  and  at  prices  that  are  very  low,  quality  of  stock  considered.  Eggs  for 
hatching,  $2  per  15;  S3.7o  per      So  per45;  SlOper  100.   Large  illnstrjited  and  descriptive  circular  free. 

C.  H.  WYCKOFF,  Tompkins  Co.,  Groton,  N.  Y. 


Hal  Hal  Hal  No  Mites  or  Lice  on  UsI  Will  destroy  Lice  on  House 
Plants;  free  Chickens,  Birds  and  Nests  from  Lice,  Mites  and  "Vermin:  Rid  the 
House  of  Moths  and  Fleas,  and  are  invaluable  to  use  in  Dog  Kennels,  and  a 
sure  exterminator  of  Cockroaches.  Trv  them!  Thev  are  Lasting  and 
Cheap!    Write  or  apply  to  JOSEPH  BKECK  &  SONS, 

Sole  Agents  for  the  New  England  States.  Boston,  Mass. 


The  New  Prehier 


THE  WORLD'S  GREATEST 

GREEN  BONE  GUTTER. 

Self  Cleaning,  Rapid  Cut  and  Easy  Enough 
for  a  Child  to  Use. 

P.  A.  WEBSTER,  Cazenovia,  N.  Y. 


RELIABLE  INCUBATOR  AND  BROODER: 

SSSr:^^^^^  Need  We  Say  More?  ^ 

All  about  tliem  in  Book  on  Incubation  and  Poultiry.  Sent  for  10  cents.  ^ 

iRELIABLE  INOUBATOR  &  IROOOER  GO.  JIUINCY,  ILLS. 


ISO  7 
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Thirty-two  ECKS  l"  Thirty-three  ConsecutWe 
I>ays. 

Mr.  Eililor:—  Havini:  nolicetl  tbe  niany  es^s; 
iwords  in  your  valuable  paper,  I  wouM  be 
pleusetl,  if  your  >paoe  will  {>ermit.  to  give  you 
the  ec5  recorJ  of  s  pair  of  White  Wyamlotles. 
I  have  never  uoticeil  auy  publi>lieil  by  you 
that  cqualevl  the  pair,  or  at  least  one  of  tbeni. 
Xo.  1  began  laying  June  4tb,  anU  lias  laid 
every  Jay  up  to  ilaie  (.luly  etb).  excepting 
.Tune  10th  — making  thirty-two  eggs  in  thirty- 
three  days. 

So.  2  began  June  lOih;  has  laid  every  day 
excepting  June  29ih  and  30tb,  and  July  4th 
and  olb,  making  twenty-three  eggs  in  twenty- 
seven  days.  Xo.  1  is  about  to  become  broody  ; 
Xo.  2  is  still  laying.  This  pair  I  purchased 
about  the  middle  of  February  while  laying  or 
I  wouid  have  forwarded  you  a  record  of  their 
winter  laying.  M.  O.  P. 

Philadelphia.  Pa. 

[In  nearly  every  pen  of  good  layers  there 
are  probably  some  whose  records,  if  kept 
separately,  would  eiiu;il  or  surpass  those  given. 
Thirty-two  eggs  in  thirty-three  days  is  good 
laying  — though  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  ben  had  taken  a  rest  beforehand,  and  was 
i.-oing  broody  after  laying  thirty-two  eggs. 
We  once  had  a  Buff  Cochin  hen  in  a  coop  by 
lierself  lay  twenty-six  eggs  in  thirty  days  in 
.lanuary.  and  two  Houdan  pullets  lay  thirteen 
and  fourteen  eggs  a  week  for  over  two 
months.  We  did  not  keep  their  daily  record, 
but  placed  a  sitting  of  their  eggs  umler  a  hen 
t  very  Saturday  evening  through  April.  May, 

ind  the  early  part  of  June.  There  were  few 
^veek^  in  that  time  that  both  pullets  did  not 

IV  every  day;  but  lliey  h.id  not  laid  at  all 
■  luring  the  winter,  and  laid  just  fairly  well 
liuriug  the  summer  and  fall.  A  Barred  1". 
Rock  pullet,  that  we  knew  of,  laid  sixly-eight 
e:ss  in  seventy-two  days,  while  another  pullet 
from  the  same  stock  and  of  the  same  brood 
did  not  lay  a  single  egg  in  that  time. 

The  most  remarkable  laying  we  ever  beard 
of  was  done  by  a  pen  of  Brown  leghorns. 
Their  owner  averred  that  he  g&tbered  six  eggs 
per  day  from  six  hens  for  a  j)eriod  of  time  not 
exactly  known,  but  extending  much  over  a 
vear.  He  was  a  professional  man  of  good 
education,  and  one  whose  statement  of  fact 
would  generally  be  trustworthy. —  Ed.] 


Some  Plymouth  Rock  Qnegtlonii. 

Mr.  Editor :  —  Xoting  that  everybody  in  the 
poultry  business  seems  to  have  considerable 
trouble,  that  they  all  appear  to  aim  at  making 
your  life  miserable  by  perplexing  questions 
and  problems,  and  that  under  all  the  stress 
you  manage  to  keep  good  natured,  I  therefore 
take  the  liberty  of  testing  your  cardinal  virtues 
still  further. 

I  am  a  lover  and  breeder  of  B.  V.  Rocks, 
and  have  spent  considerable  money  in  gaining 
mighty  little  experience.  Last  spring  I  sent 
to  several  first  class  breeders  of  B.  P.  Rocks 
for  eggs,  and  now  am  placed  in  a  perplexing 
position.  From  one  of  the  hatches  I  have  got 
what  I  consider  a  very  high  class  cockerel;  of 
course  am  taking  into  consideration  that  'lis 
yet  early  in  the  season,  and  seeing  that  'tis 
such  a  very  good  specimen,  most  likely  the 
horse  or  cow  will  step  on  it,  or  any  of  the 
great  number  of  possibilities  may  happen 
which  would  rid  me  of  both  my  perplexity 
and  the  cockerel. 

The  point  I  am  getting  at  is,  what  style  of 
female  B.  P.  Rocks  should  I  mate  him  to? 
He  is  magnificently  barred,  and  in  color  is 
about  what  is  required  in  exhibition  pullets — 
therefore  rather  dark  for  a  cockerel;  but  his 
barring  is  clear  cut  and  regular. 

When  he  comes  to  maturity  he  may  show- 
defects  which  would  considerably  alter  my 
opinion  of  him;  still,  as  it  stands,  what  style 
of  pullet  or  hen  should  he  be  mated  to? 

Have  read  up  all  the  articles  published  by 
you,  and  also  some  in  other  papers,  but  can't 
find  a  place  for  this  cockerel  outside  of  exhibi- 
tion ;  and  as  I  am  not  the  breeder  of  him, 
don't  much  care  to  put  him  before  the  public. 

Am  out  this  time  for  information,  and  need 
lots  of  it ;  have  paid  for  lots  of  experience, 
but  it  comes  slow  even  then,  and  you  can 
undoubtedly  supply  information  which  will 
be  of  service  to  many  of  your  readers  as  well 
as  to  your  bumble  servant. 

I  note  that  the  primaries  of  the  pullets 
hat(!hed  from  eastern  eggs  are  smudgy  — 
that  is,  the  barring  is  not  clear,  and  in  most 
Instances  runs  together.   It  is  the  same  with 


some  pullets  I  bought  last  year  from  a  prom- 
inent breeder.  Now  is  that  what  should  be? 
The  primaries  are  barred,  but  not  at  all  dis- 
tinctly: the  Standard  gives,  "plumage  same 
as  male,"  and  the  primaries  in  my  cockerel's 
are  well  barred,  e.tch  bar  being  distinct,  but 
considerably  wider  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
plumage. 

This  special  mating  necessary  to  bring  B.  P. 
Rocks  to  standard  requirements,  makes  it 
very  hard  for  small  breeders  to  get  together 
one  pen  of  birds  fit  to  show;  but  if  special 
mating  is  not  resorteil  to  B.  P,  Rocks  rapidly 
deteriorate  in  appearance  to  very  ordinary 
fowl;  whereas  the  exhibition  bird  is  a  thing  of 
beauty  and  a  joy  forever. 

By  the  bye,  concerning  the  general  contour 
and  symmetry  of  this  breed  of  fowl,  there 
seems  to  be  a  great  diversity  of  opinion ;  your 
cover  cut  of  cock  and  hen  shows  a  style  of 
fowl  which  should  be  the  ideal  fowl,  as  do  also 
several  advertisement  cuts  of  the  prominent 
breeders;  one  cut  especially  suited  mc,  and 
that  was  ••  one  of  Latham's  pullets."  Another 
party  whose  name  I  forget,  had  a  photogravure 
of  a  cockerel  ill  your  paper,  and  that  kind 'o 
gave  me  considerable  consolation,  for  it  looked 
very  much  like  the  P.  R.  cockerels  I  am  rais- 
ing, and  very  unlike  the  ideal  cock  depicted  in 
your  frontispiece.  However,  presume  that 
your  cut  shows  the  iileal,  and  if  attained  must 
be  a  magnilicenl  fowl.  Sewell's  pictures  of  B. 
P,  Rocks  are  very  fine  from  an  ideal  of  what 
such  fowl  should  be,  or  what  we  would  like 
them  to  be,  but  the  actual  birds  are  twice  as 
long  in  the  neck  as  the  pictures  depict  them. 
Shall  be  more  than  obliged  if  you  favor  me 
with  an  answer  on  mating  that  dark  cockerel, 
and  also  as  to  the  primaries  in  pullets;  such 
information  would  be  well  received  by  many 
amateur  breeders  of  the  stalwart  breed  of  B. 
P.  Rocks.         Yours  very  truly, 

Sioux  City,  la.  M.  W.  Bali>wi.\. 

[You  say  you  can  find  no  place  for  your 
cockerel  outsitle  of  exhibition.  We  asked  Mr. 
Bright  what  he  would  do  with  such  a  bird, 
and  he  replied,  '•  Mate  him  to  the  very  darkest 
clearly  barred  hen  I  had.  Such  a  bird  Is 
valuable." 

Referring  to  Fakm-P<>ii,ti!Y  for  Vvh.  1. 
1><H>.  we  find  Mr.  E.  B.  Thompson  advises  a 
slanilard  male  mated  to  medium  to  medium 
dark  females  for  exhibition  cockerels;  and 
Mr.  Hawkins  gives  practically  the  same 
advice.  We  think  it  will  be  found,  that,  as  the 
pullets  mature  the  barring  in  the  primaries 
will  become  more  sharply  defined.  Our 
experience  has  been  that  where  pullets  were 
well  barred  on  primaries  at  an  early  age  the 
barring  was  loo  wide  and  gave  them  a  faded 
look  as  they  grew  older. —  Ei).] 


Experience  in  poultry  culture  does  not  come 
in  a  week,  a  month,  or  a  year,  but  with  years 
of  patient  toil,  experiment  and  observations. 
It  is  a  trade,  or,  rather,  a  profession,  and  he 
who  is  ambitious  to  stand  at  the  head  of  the 
class  must  study  his  lesson  daily,  and  put  in 
practice  what  hfi  has  learned,  instead  of  taking 
hold  of  the  theories  of  others.  Self-culture 
and  self-confidence  are  two  valuable  auxilia- 
ries in  poultry  culture. — Fanciers'  Review. 


DOCTOES  HAD  GIVEN  HER  UP. 


A  Oon-Tinoing  Letter  From  One  of  Mrs.  Pinkhara'a  Admirers. 


>Ir.  Bright  flakes  a  Change. 

Xot  in  his  poultry  business,  however. 

Messrs.  AYm.  Eilery  Bright  and  Harold  C. 
Sears  have  formed  a  copartnership  under  the 
firm  name  of  Bright,  Sears  &  Co.,  for  (lie 
transaction  of  a  general  banking  and  brokerage 
business,  giving  especial  attention  to  the 
execution  of  orders  on  the  Boston  Stock 
Exchange.  Mr.  Bright  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  above  Exchange  since  18S6. 
Mr.  Sears  has  been  associated  for  ten  years 
with  the  well  known  banking  firm  of  F.  R. 
Cord  ley  &  Co. 

Bright,  Sears  &  Co.  execute  orders  on 
all  stock  exchanges,  collect  dividends  and 
coupons,  receive  deposit  accounts  subject  to 
check,  allow  interest  on  daily  balances,  and 
give  prompt,  careful  and  confidential  attention 
to  all  business  entrusted  to  their  care. 

The  business  prestige  of  the  members  of  the 
new  firm  assures  its  standing,  and  the  many 
readers  of  Farm-P<>i_  ltry  who  have  found 
it  a  pleasure  to  do  business  with  Mr.  Bright 
in  the  past  will  find  it  most  satisfactory  to 
traiisiict  their  business  of  this  class  through 
his  tirm. 


No  woinan  can  look  fresh  and  fair  who  is  sufferinp:  from  displacement  ol 
the  womb.  It  is  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  such  a  difiiculty  can  be  cured  by 
an  artifical  support  like  a  pessary. 

Artificial  supports  make  matters  worse,  for  they  take  away  all  the  chance 
of  the  ligraments  recovering' their  vigor  and  tone.    Use  strengthens;  the  liga- 
ments have  a  work  to  do. 

If  they  grow  flabby  and  refuse  to  hold  the  womb  in 
'  place,  there  is  but  one  remedy,  and  that  is  to  strengthen 
their  fibres  and  draw  the  cords  back  into  their  normal 
condition,  thus  righting  the  position  of  the  womb. 

Lydia  E.  Pinkham's  Vegetable  Compound  is  designed 
especially  for  this  purpose,  and,  taken  in  connection 
with  her  Sanative  Wash,  applied  locally,  will  tone  up 
'  the  uterine  system,  strengthening  the  ^ords  or  liga- 
ments which  hold  up  the  womb. 

Any  woman  who  suspects  that  she  has  this  trouble 
— and  she  will  know  it  by  a  dragging  weight  in  the 
lower  abdomen,  irritability  of  the  bladder  and  rectum, 
great   fatigue  in   walking,    and  leucorrhoea — -should 
promptly  commence  the  use  of  Lydia   E.  Pinkham's 
V.  getable  Compound.    If  the  case  is  stubborn,  write  to 
Mrs.  Pinkham,  Lynn.,  Mass.,  stating  freely  all  symp- 
toms. You  will  receive  a  prompt  letter  of  advice  free 
of  charg-e.    All  letters  are  read  and  answered  by  wo- 
men onl}'.     The  following  letter  relates  to  an  un- 
usually severe  case  of  displacement  of  the  womb, 
which  was  cured  by  the  Pinkham  remedies.  Surely 
it  is  convincing : 

"Lydia  E.  Pinkham's  Vegetable  Compound 
and  Blood  Purifier  cured  me  when  the  doc- 
tors had  given  me  up.  I  had  spent  hun- 
dreds of  dollars  searching  for  a  euro,  but  found  lit- 
tle or  no  relief  until  I  began  the  Pinkham  remedies. 
I  had  falling  and  displacement  of  the  womb  so  badly  that 
for  two  years  I  could  not  walk  across  the  floor.  I  also  had  pro- 
fuse menstruation,  kidney,  liver,  and  stomach  trouble.  The  doctors  said  my 
case  was  hopeless.  I  had  taken  only  four  bottles  of  the  Vegetable  Compound 
and  one  of  the  Blood  Purifier  when  I  felt  like  a  new  person.  I  am  now  cured, 
much  to  the  surprise  of  my  friends,  for  they  all  gave  me  up  to  die.  Now  many 
o(  my  lady  friends  are  using  Lydia  E.  Pinkham's  Vegetable  Compound  through 
mv  recommendation,  and  are  regaining  health.  It  has  also  cured  my  little  son 
of  kidney  trouble.  I  would  advise  every  suffering  woman  in  the  land  to  write 
to  Mrs.  Pinkham  for  aid." — Mrs.  Emma  Panobokn,  Alanson,  Mich. 


MANN'S 


GRIT 


Dlscovereil  l)V  Ii.iIiiMit  r  .-i  :ir,-li.    A  woli.lcrful  an. I  pi  i  fiTt 
irrit  iliKcster.    Hiainlfiil  pink  ami  wljili-  in  oilor.  iliaiuund- 
llkc  in  shapi-  and  ciittint!  qualities.  .Sliarp,  liald,  clear  and 
clean.  Lasts  Iftnjier.  aiui  most  fcoDOiiiical  Ki'it  known. 
lOU  lbs.  Sl.OO. 

MANN'S  BONE  CUTTERS 

Have  a  world-wide  fame.  Tliev  stand  liiKlu  st  In  excellence,  wci  kmansliiii  and  miality. 
TiK  vliave  many  imitators  lint  no  ecpial.  We  still  send  them  ON  TRIAL,  orC.O.D. 
FKICK  S.'j.Ob  ANU  UPWARDS. 

M»  -V^V^'tl    MEDICATED    DUST   BATH.   Snre  dtatli  to  lice.  Xa- 
Ini  c  s  own  rcniedy.   Never  fails.  50  lbs.  75  Cts. 

Ma  ■V'VSkJ    SWINGING  FEED  TROUGH  effeetiiallv  preventssolling 
^-\^^  J>    ^    or  waste  of  f.M.d.  Three  sizes.  111. e. free  if  yon  name  thispaper. 

F.  W.  MANN  COMPANY,  MILFORD,  MASS. 

JOSKI'H  HRK(  K  \  SONS  ARE  OUR  BOSTON  .JOBBERS. 


180  FIRST  PREMIUMS. 

Used  by  the  largest  breeders  in  the  world. 

I'seil  and  ctHioi-Hffi  by  both  editors  of  this  papt  r.  Write  us  for 
calaloxut;  giving  lull  inforniation. 

Prairie  State  Incubator  Co., 

HOMER  CITY,  PA. 


PEEP-O'-DAY  INCUBATORS 


AND  BROODERS. 


Pcep-o  -Dav  Fonnlain  is  llie  only  practical  one— "sizes. 
Our  Koldintr  Coop  c.-ircs  for  your  cliicks  after  tliey  leave 
the  tjrooder. 

We  sell  Brooder  parts.  Stoves,  Tlicrmometers,  Kjig- 
tcsiers.  etc. 

The  l)est  E(rfr-tesler  made  only  i'K-.  prepairl.  Illustrated 
catalogue  free. 


E.  r.  HODGSON, 
Dover,  Mass. 


--  . 

20  used  t»y  editor  of  this  paper. 


Prairie  State  Incubators 

47  to  54  N.  Market  St..     Boston,  Mass. 

Jos.  Bregk  &  Sons 


Thev  are  Ni  n-  Kngland  sellilie  asenis,  >ho\v  a  full  line 
<.f  ll'ie  Prairie  Slate  lNCUB.\TORS  an.l  BROOD- 
ERS, and  will  mail  calalou'vie  FKEK  and  qiiol* 
fact.>ry  prices. 
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Fowl  Hits. 

Over  the  LiOiig  Distance  'Plione. 

[A  Ouc-Act  FarccJ. 

Writluu  lor  U'aiim-Poultky. 

"  Hello !  F.-P.-' 
"Hello!  Who  is  this?" 
"It's  me." 

"  You  should  say  :  It  is  I." 

"  Come  otl'!  Fardou  the  slaug,  but^ 

"  Ah !  The  H.  I'.  J.,  is  it  not  •* " 

"  Yes,  it's  me." 

"  You  should  say:  It  is  I." 

"  What's  the  use  of  quibbling  over  words  ? 
Between  you  aud  me,  F.-P.,  all  these  different 
forms  of  pronouns  only  cause  eonlusiou. 
There's  no  need  of  more  than  two." 

"  Which  two?"  . 

"  3Ie  and  we;  me  to  use  when  speaking-  of 
nie  alone ;  loe  when  speaking  of  me  and  other 
people;  other  people  don't  count  without 
me." 

"Indeed!— Well,  great  and  good  friend, 
what  can  I  do  for  you? " 

"  Nothing.  No  one  can'  do  anything  for 
me." 

"  H'm !  Is  it  as  bad  as  that? "  ^ 

"'Sir:  your  insinuations — But  you  are  excus- 
able. It  is  not  necessary  that  anything  should 
be  done  for  me.    I  need  nothing." 

"  Me  need  nothing,  you  mean." 

"  I  mean  what  I  say." 

"Oh!  Do  you?  Always?" 

"  Always— at  the  time  I  say  it." 

"  Well,  great  aud  good  friend,  if  I  can  do 
nothing  for  you,  why  did  you  ring  me  up? " 

"  A  matter  of  importance.  I  have  long 
known  that  I  possessed  great  oratorical  abil- 
ity—" 

"Really!  How  did  you  manage  to  keep  the 
secret?  " 

"  —  and  I  have  just  discovered  that  I  am  a 
poet." 

"  You  have  my  sympathy.  To  tell  you  the 
truth,  I  have  feared  something  like  this  ever 
'  since  the  day,'  less  than  three  and  a  half 
years  ago,  when  you  'bulged  with  hope"  and 
were  'on  fire  with  brash  enthusiasm.'  When 
those  affections  take  that  form  they  invariably 
have  a  bad  effect  on  the  system;  sooner  or 
later  something  worse  is  sure  to  manifest 
itself.  And  so  you  are  a  poet?  Poor  fellow  ! 
Poor,  poor  f^ow!  If  you  had  but  heeded 
my  advice  and  used  the  remedies  I  prescribed 
you  Would  never  have  come  to  this." 

"  You  needn't  worry  about  me.  I'm  all 
right." 

"  Mental  hallucinations,  too !  Terrible,  ter- 
rible!" : 

'•  I  have  composed  a  lullaby." 

"  All  by  yourself?  (I  suppose  I'll  have  to 
humor  him  a  little)." 

All  by  myself;  and  I'm  going  to  repeat  it 
to  you.'' 

"  Exmise  me  !  !  !  " 

'<  Now  don't  rush  off,— F.-P.  I  have  noted 
with  pain  your  attitude  toward  certain  small 
poultry  papers." 

"Well?" 

"  You  make  a  mistake.  What's  the  use  of 
ripping  them  up  the  back  and  raising  an 
uproar  every  time  one  of  them  squeals?  You 
keep  everything  in  a  ferment.  Now  if  you'll 
only  let  them  alone;  keep  still,  and  let  me 
sing  this  lullaby  to  them  I  can  put  them  all  to 
sleep  in  a  good  humor." 

"  What,  all  ?" 

"  Yes;  all." 

"What  all?" 

"  Yes ;  all." 

"  What  — 

"  Well,  nearly  all.    I  think  we  may  say  all 
but  S.  P.  J." 
"  Why  not  S.  P.  .J.?" 

"  Because  the  miserable  little  wretch  won't 
listen  to  me." 

f"'I  begin  to  think  well  of  him.  So  you  want 
Ale  to  listen  to  your  lullaby?" 

Yes :  and  to  keep  still  and  let  me  use  it." 

•■^^^o  you  sing  it,  or  recite  it?" 

'"Both." 

"  I'm  waiting." 

[Sings  to  "Old  Hundred."] 
"  There's  a  paper  at  the  Hub,  Papy  luhie; 
That  lias  s:iveu  you  many  a  rub,  Papy  mine; 
But  you  must  not  heed  its  flings, 
■  Listen  while  R.P.J,  sings, 
r^isten  wliile  R.  P.  J.  sings,  Papy  mine."' 

■  "  What  makes  you  sing  it  to  Old  Iluudi  ed? " 
'  "  Was  that  tune  Old  Huudred?" 


"  Yes;  Er — that  is,  it's  more  like  Old  Hun- 
dred than  anything  else." 

"  Sure  it  is  a  great  disgrace,  Papy  mine, 

That  it  gives  such  writings  space,  Papy  mine: 

For  it  says  the  meanest  things. 

Satire  tlirough  its  columns  rings. 

Satire  through  its  columns  rings,  Papy  mine, 

Now  wliy  don't  you  go  to  sleep,  Papy  mine? 

For  your  wailing  makes  me  creep,  Papy  mine. 

Never  mind  F— JI-P— Y'S  flings. 

Listen  while  R.  P.  J.  sings. 

Listen  while  R.  P.  J.  sings,  Papy  mine." 

"  Here  they  should  begin  to  get  drowsy." 

"  I  should  think  they  would." 

"  And  1  begin  to  recite  in  my  most  gurgling 
tones :  'We  bespeak  from  the  fraternity  as'  (I 
say  that  word  very  low),  liberal  patronage  for 
the  new  poultry  paper,  your  near-by  paper, 
as  is  consistent  with  your  means  and  good 
business  judgment." 

"  I  didn't  quite  catch  that  last,  £  think. 
Seems  to  me  it  rather  nullities  what  you  say 
Jirst." 

"  That's  the  intention.  Saves  their  feelings 
and  ray  conscience,  and  while  they're  wonder- 
ing what  it  means  I  begin  to  sing  again  : 

'  Hush  little  Papy,  dou't  you  cry. 
You'll  be  a  Journal,  by  and  by.' 

"  Confound  it;  some  one's  calling  me.  Hold 
the  'phone.  I'll  be  back  in  two  jerks  of  a 
lamb's  tail,  more  or  less."  (Pause). 

"  Putf,  puff',  puff';  all  out  of  breath.  Didn't 
think  I'd  be  gone  so  long.   Fellow  kicking 
about  the  scores  in  some  of  our  ads." 
"  What  are  you  going  to  do  about  it?" 
"  Let  him  kick  until  I  get  time  to  go  and 
inspect  the  stock.   Where  was  I?  Oh,  yes  : 
'  Hush  little  Papy,  dou't  you  cry. 
You'll  be  a  Journal,  by  and  by, 
(111  a  horn.'J^ 

"  There's  an  even  hundred  verses  of  that. 
Every  one  is  a  gem  of  beauty,  aud  all  just 
alike.  That '  in  a  horn,' repeated  very  softly 
after  each  verse,  has  the  most  soothing  efl'ect. 
Oh,  I  score  a  hundred  as  a  poet.  A  man  who 
don't  score  me  that  isn't  ajudge  of  poetry." 

"  Now  here  is  the  gem  of  the  whole  piece. 
Talk  about  oratory  being  a  lost  art!  Not 
while  li.  P.  J.  is  on  this  footstool !  '  Instead 
of  undertaking  the  impossible,  unjust  and 
ungenerous  task  of  choking  oft" aspiring  ett'orts 
in  the  field  of  poultry  journalism,  let  us  be 
quick  to  welcome  merit,  though  it  be  modest, 
and  it  may  be  well  for  us  to  tend  to  our  own 
knitting  lest  one  of  these  bright,  free  days, 
some  of  us  who  now  seem  to  have  an  attack 
of  the  marble  heart  may  be  found  playing 
second  fiddle  to  the  Goosetown  Honker,  from 
Webfoot,  Oklahoma,  or  some  other  despised 
but  struggling  contemporary. 

"  For  the  weak  the  struggle  is  hard  enough 
without  having  dirt  wantonly  kicked  in  one's 
face  by  the  strong.  The  chief  business  of  all 
the  vast  machinery  of  modern  government 
should  be  simply  the  keeping  open  of  the 

DOOKS  OF  OPPORTUNITY  IN  OBDEU  THAT 
MERIT  MAY  HAVE  A  FAIR  FIELD." 

"  What  do  you  mean  by  that?" 

"  I  mean  to  put  them  to  sleep.  I'm  almost 
persuaded  that  may  have  some  effect  on  ;S'.  P. 

 There's  another  call.    I  wonder  what's 

wanted  now !  I'll  be  back  in  just  a  minute.*  * 
*  *  *  Another  poor  devil  went  crazy  trying 
to  read  the  criticisms  on  typical  shape.  He's 
the  eleventh  in  four  months.  His  family  are 
threatening  to  sue  me  for  damages." 

"  That  will  be  unpleasant  for  you." 

"  Not  at  all.  We  contested  one  case,  and 
the  judge  threw  it  out  of  court;  said  the  man 
must  ha^•e  been  insane  before  or  he  never 
would  have  kept  on  reading  after  the  four- 
teenth or  fifteenth." 

"  I've  often  wondered  how  you  managed 
about  having  that  matter  set  up  aud  the  proofs 
■read."' 

"  We  have  to  handle  it  very  carefully.  The 
copy  is  distributed  in  the  smallest  possible 
installments  to  as  many  compositors  as  can  be 
induced  to  take  it.  When  it  comes  to  proof 
reading,  there  are  nine  of  us  iu  the  office,  and 
we  read  it  paragraph  about.  Even  then  we 
hardly  ever  finish  at  one  sitting.  I  tell  you 
'tis  the  gretitest  puzzle  of  the  age." 
.   "  Have  you  finished  that  lullaby?  " 

"  Not  quite.  I  wind  up  the  recitation  with 
a  big,  wide,  sweeping  gesture.  '  Give  them  all 
the  show  iu  the  world— (softly)  at  least  all 
that  each  and  every  one  of  them  deserves 
(louder).  The  poultry  paper  grave  yard  will 
even  then  be  a  sad  enough  place,'  (very,  very 
softly),  until  I  set  up  my  local  editions  as 
laoDumeuts  to  the  dead  papers, 


"  Oh  hush  a  byp,  Papy,  down  on  bed  rock. 
Should  you  go, broke  F— M-P— Y  would  mock, 
Don't  worry  for  me,  though,  I  won't  feel  the  shock. 
Oh  hush  a  bye,  Papy,  down  on  bed  rock." 

"  That's  all.     What's  that  you're  singing?  " 

"  I  was  just  humming  Old  Hundred,  and 
repeating  the  words: 

"  Seesaw,  seesaw,  seesaw,  seesaw," 

"  What  were  you  doing  that  for? " 

"  Couldn't  help  it.  Say,  what's  this  I  hear 
about  the  judging  at  the  Illinois  State  show? 
Someone  tells  me  that  they  are  going  to  cross 
the  comparison  aud  score  card  systems  ?" 

'.'Sure!'' 

"  One  of  your  great  two  horse  acts?" 
"  You  bet! " 

"  I  can  suggest  an  improvement." 

"  Impossible ;  that  can't  be  improved  on  ! " 

"  Can't  it  though;  what's  the  matter  with 
using  regulation  scale  of  points  for  shape,  and 
the  I.  D.  S.  C.  A.  scale  for  color?" 

"  Great  heavens !  I  never  thought  of  that ! 
Perhaps  there's  time  to  do  it  yet.  I'll  call  the 
committee  together  at  once.   Good  day !  " 

•'Wait!  One  moment!" 

"What  is  it?  My  time  is  valuable.  Gov- 
ernor's ghost!  how  did  that  score-card  scheme 
escape  me?    What  do  you  want?    Be  quick." 

"  I  composed  a  poem  while  you  were  called 
away." 

"Pooh!  The  idea  of  your  composing  a 
poem ! " 

"  Of  course,  it  lacks  the  finish  and  polish  of 
your  productions;  but  I  can  assure  you  'tis 
very  expressive." 

"Well,  fire  away!  I  really  can't  spaie  the 
time  to  listen  to  your  stuff;  but  I  owe  you 
something  for  that  suggestion  about  the  scor- 
ing." 

"  This  is  properly  a  song,  and  is  to  be  sung 
to  the  air, '  Kobiu  Adair.' 

*'  What  makes  a  Stamlard  fowl 

Dear  unto  me? 
'Tisthat  for  which  I  howl, 

Beaut-ility! 
Everything  else  I  waive. 
This,  this  alone  1  crave. 
Oh,  'tis  of  this  I  rave, 

Beaut-ility  I 
"  Some  breed  lor  feathers  flue ; 

Some  breed  for  meat; 
Toward  both  I  do  incline. 

In  union  sweet, 
I'm  sui'e  a  judge  can  say 
H()w  well  a  hen  will  lay. 
Or  what  a  cock  will  weigh ; 

Seeing  its  leet. 
"  John  sez  a  Stajidard  l)ird 

Ain't  thoroughbred, 
I  say  I  never  heard 

Such  nonsense  said, 
LTnless  you  think  with  me. 
You  are  not  part  of  ?re. 
And  therefore  cannot  be 

Eiglit  in  your  head. 
"  High  over  all  I  rate, 

Beaut-ility  I 
Strongly  I  advocate 

Beaut-ility! 
Yet  wlien  I  And  that  I 
Am  lonely  in  ray  cry, 
Then,  then  I'll  say,  good-bye, 

Beaut-ility!  ' 

Laureate. 

New  Yoi-k  City.  

The  CYPHERS' 

INCUBATOR 

100  to 

20,000 

EGG  CAPACITY 

Circular  Free 

CHAS.  A.  CYPHERS 

534  MOORE  STREET,    PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 

ft.uthor  "Incubation  and  its  Natural  Laws" 


'  The 
Sanitary 
PouHry 
j!  Drinking  ;; 
FounleJinv 


In  a  minute.  The  latest, 
cheapest  and  best.  See  the 
name.  -Just  wluit  you  want. 
Send  for  circulars.  The 
trade  solicited. 

ATSATT  HROS., 
Mattapoisett,  Mass. 


GAMES, 

Game  and  (Cochin  Bantams  in  all  cohn  s,  and  Bearded 
AVIiite  Polish  Bantams.  Winners  of  lii.y^hest  lienors 
wlierevor  shown.  Hcmcmtier  ^ve  havcllic  finest  stock 
in  America.  Also  Hnstnii  Terrier  1  >o;:s  and  Angora 
Cats,  of  tilt  bluest  bU»od.   fcjlanip  f"r  ealah.jrne. 

PKIKCE  HKOS., 
Lock  Bo.x  4,  Winchester)  H* 


■  ■  WANTED -  - 

NEW  ENGLAND 

FRUIT  AND  POOLTRY  FARMS. 

For  sale,  excliange  or  to  rent.  AVe  have  daily  calls 
for  such. 

FOR  SALE 

Choice  Fruit,  Poultry  aud  Dairy  Farms  throughout 
New  England;  some  line  Fruit  and  Poultry  peaces 
near  N.  Y.  IVIarkets.  Address 
MASS.  PLOUGHMAN,  or  J.  A.  WILLEY, 
  178  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  MasB. 

Homer  City  Incubators 

and  Brooders 

are  the  best  to  beliad.  Used 
by  leading:  poultry  raisers 
all  over  the  worl'd.  Don't 
huy  until  you  cet  our  large 
new  catalogue  lor  16'J7. 
Address, 

BlairsvilleMfg,  Co,,  Incorp. 

Blairsvillei  Pa, 

STANDARD  BRED 

Wh.  Leghorns. 

LAKGE,  VIGOROUS,  EXTRA  f.AYERS. 
WINNERS  AT 

Madison  Square  Garden.  New  York  City,  1893— 1S90 
—1897,  Mechanics  Building,  Boston,  Mass.,  1S97.  SlocU 
and  eggs  for  sale. 

WHITING  FARM,  Holyoke,  Mass. 


16  oz.  to  1  lb. 


Gold,  silver  or  Carrency  boys  the 
best  Srnles  mndf  nt  lowest  pri 


CtOnrlarrI  Uon-t  be  humbnsscdby  Asent.of 
■  U«  OlnllUCIIU  a'l'riia,  lluyoribeUaiiufiicturers. 
Hundreds  of  Specialties  at  less  tlian  wholesale  prices,  viz : 
iienini:  Ihii'hines,  IHrjclia,  Or:riin«,  Pianos,  CMder  Mills, 
tiirriaires,  t'ai-ts,  llii;L-ics,  Hai-ness,  Sates,  Hone  Mills, 
l.eller  Tresses,  Jark  SrreivB,  Trucks,  Anvils,  Hajt'nilers, 
Tress  Stands.  Kei-d  .lliils,  Stoves,  Drills,  Hoad  Pli.ivs, 
l.:iivn  Mowers,  ColTc'e  Mills,  Forses,  Laches,  lllinip Tai  ls, 
Corn  ShelbTs,  Hand  I'arts,  Eni.dncs,  Tools,  Wife  Feme, 
Fanning- Jlills,  Ti-oiv  liars,  lli.iiers,  Walches,  Tlolhinir.kr. 
Haj,  Sli,c-k.  Elevator,  Railroad,  rialf.nin  and  Coonler  STALES. 

Send  foi-ri  Tataioirae  aiids.  e  lion  to  Sa,e  Money. 

161  S.  JeSerson  Bt.  CHICAGO  SCALE  CO..  Chicago,  111. 

THE  IMPROVED 

MONARCH 


INCUBATOR 

Won  tuo  llrst  jireiuiunis  ;tt  the  jri-eat  Incubator  con- 
test al  .Mailis.Ji)  t;.|iinre  t..i]den,  KebrualT,  1892,  First 
otSi-'iin  L'old  for  tlic  lal■^'<•M  and  best  hatch,  and  1st 
of  S'io  ill  for  best  machine  in  show. 
More  than  1800  Chicks,  Ducks  and  Turkeys 
from  One  Machine  in  Seven  Weeks. 

This  macliiue  lia^  the  most  pei'Iect  Regulator  ever 
Invented.  Tboiisaiid-  iu  successful  oiieralion  in  this 
country, Caii;ni;t  and  in  Eiirojie.  The>-  ai-e  giving 
universal  s;i(i>l;u'lion  evervwhere.  I'irsl  Prtniiiim 
at  40  conseciii  ivc  shows.  "Xcarlv  all  the  laige  and 
successful  pc.iillry  ;;rnu  i  rs  ii-^c  Mcnarrhs.  8onie  firms 
are  using  from  ci^ilitcfii  to  l\\ciii\  tldO-cg^'  machines."' 
Send  •2ceut  stamp  fur  m  w  illustriilc  cl  cil  ciilar. 

JAME.S  R.4NKIN,  So.  Easton.Mass. 


Cleaned 
aud  Filled  1 


iPOULTRY 

\  Supplies 

!     OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION. 

I  Bone  Cutters,  Iiiculiators, 
•  CTiislied  Oyster  Shells  and  otber  Grits, 
U  Ground  jMeat  Meals,  Beef  Scraps.  Bone, 

• 

I 
O 

I 


i 


DrinUinfT  Foiintiiins,  Feediiif;  I'aii.s, 
Poultry  Xcttin":,  Conditiou  Powder,  etc. 


Hay 


Cut  Clover 

ll(.';uly  for  use. 

At  $2  per  lOO  pound  Sack. 

Larj^e  ilIiistiatei-1  Catalo<rue  free. 

HARVEY  SEED  CO., 


jl7  &19  Ellicott  St.,  Buffalo,  N.Y 

•n«iiBE:oEEaBKCcBE«ncen«ffiri 


THE  IMPROVED 


VICTOR 

INCUBATOR 

Hatches  Chickens  by  Steam 
Absolutely  self-regulatlnar. 
The  simplest,   most  riiliahle. 


and  cheapost  hrst.-clnss Hatcher 
in  the  market.   Circulars  free. 

UHO.  EKTIil,  CO.,  Quincy.IH, 


